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Omega Constellation Crowns 1952 - 64 
 
Is the decagonal (10-sided) crown the standard for Omega Constellations of the earlier period, or were a 
range of crown styles specified for these models?  The answer to that question is that decagonal crowns 
were the standard on every occasion that they were! And that was more often than not. 
 
Those seeking the comfort of consistency when collecting vintage watches can expect a little extra torment in 
general if they choose to collect Omegas. As one of the leading production watch houses of the time, Omega 
was continually changing and refining the design stories of its watches to match both internal whim and the 
aesthetics of public taste.  Fortunately for collectors of the earlier Constellations, the variations are not 
difficult to pin down.  In this short essay, a range of advertisements (from a sample of over 40 ads) as well as 
other resources will be reviewed so as to arrive at some reasonable rules of thumb. 
 
The First Constellation 
 
As a result of the success of its 
Centenary models 2499 and 
2500, celebrating 100 years of 
watchmaking in 1948, Omega 
was encouraged to continue 
with the production of a high-
end automatic chronometer 
series. The company embarked 
on the creation of a set of 
specifications that would truly 
distinguish this pr-eminent pony 
from its siblings in the Omega 
stable.  
 
The production bible for the new 
collection contained not only 
horological specifications, but 
also case, dial and furniture 
standards.  In the first 
Constellation models, many of 
the features and specifications 
of the limited edition Centenary 
range were kept.  The case 
2648, for example, is 
remarkably similar in shape to 
the earlier Centenary cases. 
The first Constellation in the 
range, case 2648, featured 
initially a traditional ‘scientific’ 
dial, a star under the 
Constellation lettering to denote 
its precision heritage and a 
cartouche under the Omega 
symbol on which the Omega logo appeared. The above section of an advertisement from the earliest ads 
ever produced 1952 (magnified to show the crown) quite clearly illustrates that the decagonal crown (Part 
number 4219 or now shown in parts catalogues as 42019) was associated with the marque from the 
beginning. Moreover, the first ever advertisement featuring a Constellation, the 1952 Olympic Cross of Merit 
spread, also revealed the ten-sided crown.  So it can be extrapolated that the decagonal crown was clearly a 

     1952 Case 2468. First Constellation powered by a calibre 352 RG bumper automatic. Note      
      the RG regulator in the background and the establishment of a standard of “particularly 

good results” in respect to chronometer certification. 
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part of the Constellation design story 
from its inception, and it continued as 
the standard for all models powered 
by both calibre 352 and 354 
movements.  
 
Into the Late Fifties 
 
In omega parts manuals, the Omega 
crown known both as #4219 or BF 
1060 is specified for all Omega 
Constellation models that have a 
crown pipe size of 2.5mm. This 
includes Grand Luxes, Deluxes and 
other models in the 2-thousand model 
number series.   
 
The 1957 picture opposite (courtesy 
of Omega Museum) is of a Grand Luxe OT 2930 
calibre 505 with fully covered lugs and stepped pie 
pan dial. This picture was a stock shot for advertising 
in 1957 campaigns and clearly reflects a continuation 
of the earlier design slate for Constellations of that 
period.  
 
A review carried out of various other advertisements of 
the 1950s reveals the consistent use of decagonal 
crowns in advertising, and so it can be asserted 
confidently that on the basis of the sheer number of 
ads that actually showed the ten-sided crown that the 
standard for most of the 1950s was that of the ten-
sider.  

 
All appears comfortably consistent until 1959 when 
the calibre 504 Grand Luxe models OT 2988 and OT 
16995 Constellations were promoted. With stronger 
and more angular designs of the lug covers, these 
advertisements (above) appear to be the first that 
show a Constellation with a crown more closely 
associated with some Seamaster models.   
 
And yet, the calibre 505 deluxe shown in the 1959 
advertisement opposite clearly shows a classic 
decagonal crown and so we are left to conclude that 
some calibre 504 Grand Luxe models were perhaps 
the exception to the rule.   
 
As the advertisement on the following page shows, 
the decagonal crown was also certainly incorporated 
into the calibre 504 ‘Deluxe’ calendar model designs 
advertised in 1958. 
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The weight of evidence dictates that we accept that the designated crown for all calibre 352 and 354 series 
Constellations was the decagonal crown. Occasionally some of the advertising literature shows a crown that 
was associated with Seamaster models fitted to calibre 504 Grand Luxe models and some U.S. 
advertisements featuring other calibre 504 models. But, certainly most advertisements for calibre 504 models 
of the time show decagonal crowns. The official Omega design story records of case numbers 2943 and 
2954 (see 2954 over - courtesy Omega Museum,) for example, show the decagonal crown. So, we can say, 
generally, that the ‘standard’ for crowns in the early 500 calibres was also the ten-sider. 
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Thus, to this point we can view 
crowns other than ten-siders to be 
notable exceptions rather than the 
rule. While there is some evidence 
that non-decagonal crowns were used 
in advertising, there is no clear 
evidence that they were actually fitted 
to models that left the factory. Further, 
in earlier Omega parts manuals I 
have viewed, the parts #4204 (later 
models) and #4219 (1950s models), 
are the only options I have seen 
listed, until part #4204 was deleted. 
 
The only reasonable conclusion to 
make, in the light of the available 

evidence, is that the use of the so-called Seamaster 
crown and other crowns on occasions was a 
deviation from the standard design specifications of 
the Omega Constellation. It may have been used 
advertently or inadvertently in some advertising 
spreads and may or may not have been fitted to the 
advertised watches when they left the factory. 
 
Crowns of the Sixties 
 
There is far less ambiguity with crown styles in 
“Second Design Phase” Constellation models. With 
the exception of the advertisement overleaf, it 
appears that from the 143xx cases onwards, and for 
all 2mm crown pipes, except in C-Shaped and the 
hidden crown model 168.004, the decagonal crown 
#4204 (known as BF 1080) was standard for all 
models in the classic Constellation range. The 4204 
was a slimmer crown all-round with a slightly 
protruding threaded shaft that received the crown 
stem, and complimented perfectly the dog-leg 
lugged cases in particular.  
 
The advertisement overleaf for a 14393 watch head 
and bracelet produced by the Norman Morris 
Corporation for publication in America in 1960 is the 
one variation I have been able to uncover showing a 
calibre 561 powered case with a non-decagonal 
crown. Showing a Seamaster type crown, this may 
have been a leftover from the aberrations of the late 
1950s where some ads did show non ten-sided 
crowns. 
 
The ten-sider, however, in an overwhelming number 
of instances appears in Omega advertising of the 
period, both in European and American spreads.   
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There may well be some variation in earlier and indeed later vintage Constellations that went on sale in the 
U.S.  So far, there is no definitive evidence, other than some advertisements showing ‘Seamaster’ crowns 
with watch prices in U.S. dollars, that the standard in the U.S. was any different to that of the rest of the 
world.  However, quite a number of calibre 352 and 354 Globemasters (No-Name Constellations) surface 
with ‘bowler hat’ crowns.  It is known that Norman Morris used the bowler crowns for some US models, and it 
can be speculated that in some instances decagonal crowns may have been replaced at service with bowler 
crowns in the U.S.  
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Replacing Crowns Today 
 
The round crown, known as BF 1664, is now the recommended replacement for the no-longer-available 
#4204 (BF 1080). This is not to say that supplies of the original have dried up completely. While the 4204 is 
no longer on official Omega inventory lists, there are numerous watchmakers around the world who have 
hoards of these crowns and occasionally they crop up in on-line auctions.  Vietnamese, Thai and Chinese 
facsimiles of the 4204 also surface from time to time, and have differing representations of the embossed 
Omega symbol. 

 
The earlier crown #4219 (BF 1060) is 
still available. Notice that it is a bulkier 
crown with a larger aperture to fit the 
wider diameter of the 2.5mm crown 
pipe. 
 
The crown pipe of the later cases also 
did not protrude out as far as the 
earlier cases, and this enabled a 
slimmer-line crown to be fitted. In 
sourcing #4204 (BF 1080) crowns, 
care should be taken to ensure that 
the measurement of the diameter of 
the pipe opening is just over 2 mm. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
General Observations 
 
A well serviced Omega Constellation 
of the Fifties or Sixties would have 
been tested for water resistance each 
and every time it went in for repair.  
Omega service bulletins of the time 

dictated that authorised agents check the sealing qualities of the watch and recommended that seals and 
crowns were replaced at each service. So, in the life of a vintage Constellation, the crown may have been 
replaced many times if the watch was given regular check-ups. Generally it may be assumed that any 
Constellation with even one watchmaker’s inscription on the inner case-back would have had a replacement 
crown if the Omega service regime was carried out to the letter.    

BF 1080 – OMEGA 4204 

BF 1060 – OMEGA 4219 
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Arguably, there are not that many 
well-maintained watches that would 
retain their original crowns unless 
specifically demanded so by their 
owners. And this is probably why 
collectors are not so concerned with 
originality of crowns but whether the 
crown meets standard specifications. 
 
Crowns, particularly gold plated 
examples, wear, and I have always 
been suspicious of vendors or family 
members who have stated that the 
watch “has never been touched or 
serviced” when I have purchased from 
them.  Firstly, most non-aficionados 
would never inquire, let alone know, 
what parts were replaced during 
servicing – they would have simply 
relied on the professional expertise of 
the watchmaker or service agent to 
maintain the watch in good working 
order.  And so, my general thesis has 
been to assume that crowns have 
been replaced over time, unless I 
have purchased a new-old-stock 
example that has languished in a 
watchmaker’s safe. 
 
Summary    
 
While there were undoubtedly a few 
Omega advertisements that showed 

Constellations fitted with crowns that were more closely associated with Seamasters of the period, the vast 
weight of the source materials I have reviewed (more than 40 Constellation ads from 1952 – 1964, service 
manuals, parts lists, etc.) indicate that the ‘standard’ for classic Constellations of the Fifties and Sixties was 
the decagonal crown.  
 
Until recently, the recommended crowns for Constellations in Omega parts manuals were the 4219 and the 
4204 or their BestFit alternatives. While calibre 352, 354, 551, 561 and 564  Omega Constellations 
(excluding the 168.004 and derivations and the C-Shape) may well have turned up at original point of sale 
with crowns other than those mentioned above, there is absolutely no way to distinguish whether that was 
the case on a specific vintage watch.  This is because the crown and case back gasket were the two most 
commonly replaced parts of any Omega Constellation case that used the hermetic sealing system.  
Therefore, I believe that if one desires a fully factory-specified, rather than factory-original, Constellation, one 
must go with the recommendation in Omega parts manuals and other lists held by parts suppliers and opt for 
the decagonal crown.  
 
 


