


THE GATHERING OF THIRTEEN MYSTICAL
ARTIFALTS DESTROYED THE WORLD...
AND CEEATED ANOTHER IN ITS IMAGE.

TOM JUDPSE, A
DEFROCKED
PRIEST AND THE
BEARER OF THE
ARTIFACT KNOWN
I AS THE RAPTURE,
] KNOWS THE NEW
UNIVERSE WAS
CREATED BY
JACKIE
ESTACADLO,
THE DARKNESS.

g2 BELIEVING HE COULD SET THE UNIVERSE RIGHT |S8

Sl BY ELIMINATING THE ANOMALY OF JACKIE'S L

WIFE, TOM GATHERED OTHER ARTIFACTS
BEARERS TO ATTACK ESTACADO.

NOW TOM AND THE OTHER
ARTIFACTS BEARERS ARE
RESIGNED TO AN ONGOING
BATTLE AGAINST THE FORCES
OF THE DARKNESS.

—

HOWEVER, WITCHBLADE
BEARER SARKA PEZZIN/
CONFRONTED AND
STOPFED TOM, REFUSING
TO ALLOW AN INNOCENT
LIFE TO BE SACRIFICED.
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WHO RPON'T
BELONG HERE.
THIS IS A PLACE

ARE YOL ,f
TO COME
HEEETY
iy

\ ¢

..INCLUDING
REVENANTE
RISEN FROM THE
GRAVE.

=

= T AM THE
e W srdc0aLEnA.

CATHOLIL
CHURCH'S
BASTION
| AGAINST ALL
MANNER OF
EVIL...

" 18 THAT
WHAT YOu
DO?




TN /el

iy X = -y
T Al L el — "...AND YOU'LL
s 7 %& . ff = BE JO/INING
o | P\' =
-_— I y 1...- ; v ._l- : t :

. THIS /§' A
PLACE OF THE




THE L/IVING
, AREN'T AS
i COOPERATIVE.

YOU'VE
BEEN




- " |
. : x L
..5RANT ME
STRENETH.
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EVEN THE
i PEADP CAN
DIE.

r

ﬁ |
e




ALWAYS SUCH A PLEASURE ] ALSO DIDN'T LOOK. MUCH
TO SEE A PROFESS/ONAL -— = | LIKE AN OFFIC/AL CHURCH
MR Lty B\ SEE SEND YOLI ON THIS

YOU NEEDED
ANY HELE
PATIENCE.

YOU JUST
SHOW UP TO
SPECTATE?

THE CHURCH
DOESN'T NEED TO
KNOW EVERYTHING
I DO. THIS WAS
MORE OF A ...
FREELANCE
ASSIGNMENT.

ELINNY % ” AND HERE I
YOU sHOULD THOUSGHT YOLul
MENTIOM. — o CAME ALL THIS

4 WAY JUST FOR
AS IT HAPPENS, e - - A VIS/T
I HAVE ONE OF = -
THOSE FOR YOU

AS WELL.

HANDPY THAT %
THESE ARTIFACTS
SEEM TO BE ABLE

TO FING ONE

ANOTHER.

THIS WASN'T
SOMETHING
WE COULD'VE
DISCUSSED THE
LASTTIMET
SAW YOU?




I FIGLURED ESTAZLALD
WOULD WIND UP DEAD,
OR WE WOULD. EITHER
WAY, PEOBLEM
SOLVED.

BUT NOW

THAT WE KNOW
THIS IS GOING TO

BE A LONE&-TERM
SCENARIO OF TRYING
TO HOLD BALK THE
DARKNESS AND
THE ANCIENT

..WE NEED A PLAN.
THAT INCLUDES
FING/INE THE OTHER
ARTIFALTS.

. E
GLACIER STONE'S Y
IN ELROPE,
S0 T THOUGHT
WE'D START
THERE.

WHERE'S YOUR
ASS/STANT?
ISN'T SHE
SUPPOSED TO

BE HELPING

YOU?

Y KRISTOF
| ALSO HAS HIs
OWN LIFE.

LOOK AT 4%. ALL DRESSED
UP FOR THE PROM, AND
NEITHER OF US HAS
A PATE.

WILL YOU i
HELP ME,

TILLY HAS
HER OWN
BUSINESS TO
ATTEND TO
EVERY ONCE
IN A WHILE, AS
SURPRISING
AS THAT
SOUNDS.

I COULD ASK
THE SAME OF
YoL. WHERE'S
THAT NICE
FELLOW WHO
FOLLOWS yYOLU/
AROUND?

b

PATIENCE? JNal BN \ﬂ*?
0 ‘f‘ | q!.ﬂ b




*THERE WAS REALLY NO
WAY OF KNOWING THE
EXAZT LOCATION OF
THE GLALCIER STONE...

"...BUT THEN I LEARNED
IT HAD BEEN FOLING ON
A GLACIER IN NORWAY.

“THE FINDER JUST
THOUGHT HE'D
COME ACROSS

SOME LOST
JEWELRY. SO
HE SOLL IT...

"...AND IT PASSED
THROUGH VARIOUS
HANDS LUNTIL IT CAME
TO THE ATTENTION OF
ASMUND RINEPAL.

“RINGDAL FANCIES HIMSELF
THE MODERN-DAY
ALE/STER .ETEEP'W.'E A

-mi i

*...A PRALTITIONER OF
THE DARK ARTS, AND A
COLLECTOR OF

SUPERNATURAL ITEMS.

-l'i" —F p!z 1 =l

] -*'-
:
,

"HE ACQUIRED
THE GLACIER
STONE, AND
BROUGHT IT
BACK TO HIS
MANEION, JUST
ABOVE THE
ARCTIC CIRCLE
IN NORWAY..."
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INFORMATION, 1
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ACCURATE.
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L SUSPELCT A
LESS PIRECT
APPROACH
MIGHT BEA &=
LITTLE MORE

S0 WE'RE
SUPPOSED TO

JUST KNOCK ON

RINGDAL'S FRONT
DOOR AND ASK
FOR THE GLACIER

LI 7 7
b
| P

THERE /SNT
ONE, AS FAR AS
LM TOLD.

NOT THE
ELECTRONIE
KIND,
AMYWWAY,




Ny

THERE ARE
SUPERNATURAL
WARDS IN
PLACE...

I WAS TOLD
INDICATED HE
CAME STRA/EHT
HERE AFTER
CBTAINING
THE GLACIER
STONE.

.o THOSE

I CAN ABOUT A PACK OF
HANDLE. ROTTWEILERS?
BECALISE RINGDAL'S
SUPPOSED TO HAVE
ONE OF THOSE,

NICE OF YOU ==
TO MENTION IT

" RINGDAL'S
|  STUDY,
PRESLIMABLY.

THE GLACIER

[ 5TONE SHOULD BE

IN THERE...




EVEN IF
RINGDAL /SN'T
HERE, WHY
AREN'T THE
8 POES COMING
AFTER US?

HIS -
DECORATOR
SLCKS,

.AND AT — P BUTIFWE N [T WON'T e THE GLACIER
THIS POINT, R AN FIND WHAT & MATTER. STONE 18

I DON'T | WE'RE LOOKING ' HERE. I CAN
. FOR QUICKLY 4 * :




SECKET
PASSAEE?P W MAYBE HAD
THIS GUY'S Fa

GOT IT ALL.

| BLOOD TRAIL
ENDS WHERE
T THINK IT
1

CEREMONIAL
CHAMBER.
PROBABLY

FOR BLOOD




..BUT
WHERE'S HIS
HEAD?

: HELL . WE NEED

N MIGHT HAVE . TO GET WHAT
SOMETHING : 8 WE CAME FOR
TO DO WITH B AND GET QLT 5 oy

IT.




WHATEVER \ *

WAS IN

il 1
i
,
- -
-II

ITS JUST ABOUT

§ THE RIGHT SIZE
FOR THE SLAC/ER

STONE, DON'T

‘ YOU THINK?

IIII
,,?'!_ \

|
\
7

—

50 WE'RE
MISSING
ONE HEALD
AND ONE

FIND ONE,
T THINK. WE

GO0D CHANCE
OF FINDRING THE

QUESTION |5

WHO ELSE EVEN
KNOWS ABOUT

NO
SUDDEN

MOVES,

B\ FATHER...
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EVERYTHING'S

FINE.

NOBODY'S =
GOING TO GET [



WHAT AEE
MICHAEL you DOING

FINNESGAN, ?
\ ISNTIT? 4 s

YOuU
KNOW MY
NAME? MIND
EXPLAINING
THAT, WHEN I
DON'T KNOW
You'?

HE ASKED
YOU A
GUESTION.

FINE. TM

| HERE LOOKING

FOR...

NS\ SOMETHING.

THAT'S
WHAT 1 2O.

I OBTAIN THINGS
FOR PEOPLE
WILLING TO
PAY.

THOUGH IT'M
GUESSING YOU
ALEEADY HAVE
WHAT I'M HERE

FOR.




SAYING RINGLAL
STILL HAS
THE GLACIER
STONE?Y

BEEN
BEATEN TO
THE GLALCIER
E;GME
y R

~SOMEBDDY,

OKAY,
SERIOUSLY,

I DON'T
LUNDERSTAND.
WHAT'S GOING
ON HERE?

WHO ARE
YOU PEOPLEY
HOW DO YOU

KNOW ME?

EINGDAL 15
DOWNSTAIRS,

S\ HIS HEAD

ISN'T.

¥ THAT'S
LISUALLY

THE WAY IT
WORKS.

MY NAME
IS TOM JUDPSE.
SHE'S CALLED THE
MASLALENA.

S| THE REST IS...GOING

TO TAKE SOME

£ EXFPLAINING.

WE'RE
ALL LATE TO
THE PARTY.
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LEAST WE KNOW -
WHERE THE )"“'{'
SLAZER STONE |

-

T0 BT CONTINUTD!



'Co NCLUSION!

@...OQ@@)O@ €0




	Artifacts 027 (2013) (2 Covers) (Digital) (Darkness-Empire) 001
	Artifacts 027 (2013) (2 Covers) (Digital) (Darkness-Empire) 004
	Artifacts 027 (2013) (2 Covers) (Digital) (Darkness-Empire) 005
	Artifacts 027 (2013) (2 Covers) (Digital) (Darkness-Empire) 006
	Artifacts 027 (2013) (2 Covers) (Digital) (Darkness-Empire) 007
	Artifacts 027 (2013) (2 Covers) (Digital) (Darkness-Empire) 008
	Artifacts 027 (2013) (2 Covers) (Digital) (Darkness-Empire) 009
	Artifacts 027 (2013) (2 Covers) (Digital) (Darkness-Empire) 010
	Artifacts 027 (2013) (2 Covers) (Digital) (Darkness-Empire) 011
	Artifacts 027 (2013) (2 Covers) (Digital) (Darkness-Empire) 012
	Artifacts 027 (2013) (2 Covers) (Digital) (Darkness-Empire) 013
	Artifacts 027 (2013) (2 Covers) (Digital) (Darkness-Empire) 014
	Artifacts 027 (2013) (2 Covers) (Digital) (Darkness-Empire) 015
	Artifacts 027 (2013) (2 Covers) (Digital) (Darkness-Empire) 016
	Artifacts 027 (2013) (2 Covers) (Digital) (Darkness-Empire) 017
	Artifacts 027 (2013) (2 Covers) (Digital) (Darkness-Empire) 018
	Artifacts 027 (2013) (2 Covers) (Digital) (Darkness-Empire) 019
	Artifacts 027 (2013) (2 Covers) (Digital) (Darkness-Empire) 020
	Artifacts 027 (2013) (2 Covers) (Digital) (Darkness-Empire) 021
	Artifacts 027 (2013) (2 Covers) (Digital) (Darkness-Empire) 022
	Artifacts 027 (2013) (2 Covers) (Digital) (Darkness-Empire) 023
	Artifacts 027 (2013) (2 Covers) (Digital) (Darkness-Empire) 024
	Artifacts 027 (2013) (2 Covers) (Digital) (Darkness-Empire) 025

