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The following pages will trace in some degree of detail the adventures of the
8 Cdn LAA Regt RCA, literally from the period of its ineubation to a moment
very near to the date of its honourable decease. Tt is hoped that personnel
who have served with the Regt will find the material interesting, and that
it coincides with their own memories of the events recovded. Whether or not
it does however is really not so important. If the volume can refresh or stimulate
memories of comradeships and incidents too precious to bhe allowed to tarnish
from lack of use, then it will have gone far towards achieving its ultimute
purpose.

A very great debt of gr:ltﬁudc is due to mauy people within and without the
Regt for making this publication possible. Much of the material contained
in the history was obtained from Lt-Col 5. W. Cormack OBE, ED, and his
personal diary was a primary source of information. To Lt-Col R. J. Ilegan
also the author must acknowledge a debt of gratitude.

The illustrations contained in the hook could not have heen completed without
sketehes prepared in advance by Gur. T. L. Allen of 70 Bty. The text would
have been muel less complete than is presently the case but for the assistance
of numerous members of the Regt whose personal recolleetions  greatly
embellished the terse official records. And to a host of Duteh friends, headed by

. Mr. B. II. Wolt of Amerstoort, whose technical proficieney produced the book

itself, arc we all indebted.

The History of the 8 Cdn LAA Regt RCA is therefore the composite child
of many sires. It is the author’s prayer that the paternal feeling that goes
with progeneration will to some extent at least blind the eritical eye to many
of the hook’s numerous shortcomings.

Amersf oort, ITolland

December 1945. . §. Busscll, Capt. B.C.A.
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The Commanding Officer of a fighting unit has @ unique position in the
Army organization. He is the highest officer in the military hierarchy who
dircetly commands his men. 1lis Regt is his family and from him it inherits
its character. If the Regt is efficient or inefficient, encrgetic or lazy, resour-
ceful or inflexible — you will sce that the same characteristics are to be found
in its commanding officer. For the Regt is the sounding-board and the ey
of the man who direets its destiny.

The Commanding Officer of the 8 Cdn L.A.A. Regt RCA was more however
than a regimental officer. He was an jnstitution whose fame and reputation
were legend wherever Cdn Gnrs were to be found. The long, stiff-legged, springy
stride — the bird-like tilt of the head — the strident voice, the piercing eyes.
Fverywhere these were known until they beeame the embodiment of the Artil-
lery watch-word — ,,Ubiq'ue”.

This is not the story of a Commanding Officer whose varied carcer has led
him from C.LG. at A3 RCA(TC) to C.O. of the 16 Cdn Fd Regt RCA, then
to Comd 8 Cdn L.A.A. Regt RCA and finally to A/CR.A., R.CA, 4 Cdn
Armd Div.

It is not the story of u Commanding Officer who was called upon in ten
short months of erowded action to deploy n LAA Regt, to organize infantry
patrols, to establish the garrison defences of Tilburg, to site scarchlights
in the FDLs, to lay firc plans, to direct the disposition of sccurity guards
along the lines of communication to supervise a regiment employed on traffic
control, All that will be found in the pages that follow.

1t is simply the story of o kindly man who on the Regiment’s last day in
Canada took over the duties of Orderly Officer so that a subaltern could spend
the cvening with his wife. It is the story of n couragcous man who refused
to be absent from his troops when the fighting was most desperate. It is the
story of a Regimental Commander who personally loaded and dispatched his
own vehiele on an errand of merey to alleviate the sufferings of 1300 dying
men in o German Stalag. )

The fact that he organized and led the finest regiment of its kind in the
British Army through the entire campaign, in Western Furope may soon
he forgotten. The saga of his personal exploits will dim with the years. But the
respeet, the enduring friendships and the peputation for courage, cfficiency
and devotion to duty — these will always be associnted with the name of
Lt-Col. E. W. Cormack. OBL, ED.
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1-6 Cdn Fd Regt. RCA

To 4 Feb 42.

1. — The 16 Cdn Fd Regt RCA was the direet lineal predecessor of the 8 Cdn
LAA Regt RCA. As a Field Regt it had heen conecived as part of the Div
Artillery of + Cdn Tnf Div,

9. — Mobilized in the fall of 1940, the 16 Cdn F'd Regt was made up of the
combined 24/75 Bty from St. John, P.Q,, under Major Dykes and the 87/88 Bty
from Nova Seotia under Major Dunn. With the mobilization of 5 Cdn Armd
Div, the resources of these two btys were diverted to the 4 Cdn A tk, 5 Cdn
LAA, 2 Cdn Med and other units within that formation. '

3. — On the 4 Jan 41, Lt-Cal. 1. W. Cormack was appointed to command
16 Cdn Fd Regt RCA. He went to Petawawa, Outario 13 Mar 41, while on
authorized leave in order to expedite the organization of his new command. The
dissolution of the two eomposite batteries was in fact en train at that time,
hut on the 17 Mar ¢1 the new components of the 16 Cdn Fd Regt were
unofficially stated to he the 70, 102 Td Btys and 18 Med Bty.

4. — Lt-Col. Cormack had, since the date of his wppointment, heen very much
concerned in seleeting n suitable slate of officers. As C.1.G. of RCA(TC),
Winnipeg, and District Artillery Advisory Officer of MLD. 10 he was in o very
strategic position to carmark suitable candidates for his regiment, and the
main pre-oceupution was in some way to reserve them, against prior claims,
for the eventual mobilization of 16 Cdn ¥d Regt. To a large measure this was
suceesstully done. By sending desirable officers on course, Jeave, and special
duty, they were effeetively removed from the available pool. When therefore
the proposed slate was sent to Ottawa on 23 Mar 1, it included a large number

“of handpicked officers who would in the normal course of events have heen

sniapped up for more urgent demands.
Among the officers who were reserved for 16 Cdn Fd Regt were the following:

Major TT. 1. Edworthy (70 Bty Comd)
A/Major H. E. I\ Clark (18 Bty Comd)
A/Cupt R. J. legan (70 Bty Capt) . -
A/Capt Sol Kance (18 Bty Capt)

Licut 1. W. Cowdry (\djt)

Master Guuner Xen Pennic also was on the original slate having stepped
down to RQMS to go active, and the following ofticors were pshielved?” for 16
Cdn Fd Regt purposes:
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A'Capt Stan MeKay
Licut Robert MeAlpine
2/Licut Roy White
2'Licut A. G. Bishop
Licut Art Kennedy
Licut Gordon MeGavin
Licut Gil Barry (M.O.)
Licut Dudley Crawford
2/Licut Alex Cairns
Licut Blatchford

Licut Francis

Licut Walker

6. — A vigorous programme of recruiting was immediately embarked upon. In
command of his regiment, or at least of RI1IQ, 18 and 70 Btys. (102 was inde-
pendently organized at Dundas, Ontario, and will be dealt with later).

6. —Avigorous programme of reeruiting was immediately embarked upon. In
Winnipeg, a famous character by the name of Lt. J. D. Blackwell, of the
U.S. Army, conducted the eampaign for R1IQ and 70 Bty. Meanwhile a travel-
ling cireus under Major Clark toured the Provinee giving demonstrations and
veeruiting while Major Edworthy scoured the Brandon avea for likely material,

7. — Capt Hegan meanwhile was charged with the responsibility of absorbing
the stream of recruits into the Avmy. With a small HQ in Shilo, Man,, this
of ficer had the task of documentation, initintion and training the men sent to
him and so difficult it was to obtain adequate assistance, that when on
21 Jun 41 Lt-Col Cormack inspeeted 70 Bty he found that Capt. Hegan, BQMS
Pennie, and one new-made Bdr were administering to 162 ORs. Immediate
steps were taken to provide further assistance for the 70 Bty organization,
and in this, Lt-Col Sanford English, of A4 RCA(TC) proved a friend indeed,
Licuts. MeGavin and MeKay were sent at once to assist Capt. legan, and in
addition NCOs and specialists were borrowed from A3 and A+ to give help
in handling the men. Finally as more and more men were posted to 70 Bty
the situation cased until eventually a complete slate was available to handle
the Bty. .

8. — While 70 Bty was taking shape at Shilo, Capt. Sol Kance was vigorously
going about rceruiting for 18 Bty at the. Lakehead. Personnel were carctully
scleeted from a very high calibre of candidates at Port Arthur, Fort William
and in the gold mining district of Geraldton and Sioux Lookout, and only men
of initiative, physique and good edueation were aceepted.

9. — On 8 Jul 41, RHQ 16 Cdn Fd Regt RCA moved to Shilo from Winnipeg,
Man. 18 Bty had already arrived from the Lakehead. And so the Regiment began
to function as an entity for the first time.
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10. — While the western components of the regiment were thus being whipped
into shape, the 102 By was tuking form at Ningara-On-The-Lake. Under
command of Major J. A. MucDonuld, un old waret: < and @ great charneter
with last war experience, the Bty was raised quickly ol with great enthusiasm.
The Bty plunged forward rapidly and in a very short time, and perhaps at thé
cxpense of basic training, was giving demonstrations on convoy work and
occupation of positions. Lt-Col Cormack went to Niagara-Ou-The-Lake and
inspected the 102 Bty on the 12 Jun 41.

11. — Orders were received 25 Jul 41 that the regiment would move to Debert,
N.S. The western element entrained at Shilo enroute cast and arrived at Debert
Camp 1 Aug to find the 102 Bty alrcady there.

12. — Tor the following two aund a half months the regiment was busy with
organization and training along all Tines. A very keen rivalry broke out parti-
cularly between the 18 and 102 Dtys, and cventually the intervention of the
C.0. was necessary to provide diveetion to the pride and cnthusiasm of the
men. There was much work to be done at Debert Camp and the Regiment spent
many hours in felling treas, levelling ground and construeting buildings. .\ total
of 12 acres of heavy brush were eleared, an cuorimous parade ground constructed,
and a large stone fire-place erected in the Officer’s Mess.

13. — During this time Lt-Col Cormack was acting C.R.A. 4 Div and with
Major IL Dow as CILG. and Capt. R. Telford (now Lt-Col) as Staff Capt
responsible for the trainipg of the 15, 16 and 18 Fd Regts. All these regiments
were put through their firing practice, with 16 Cdn F'd Regt going to Tracadie
16 Oct 41. During the period at Tracadie the regiment had some very cxcellent
training which included course and A Tk shooting, night occupations, recees,
and long convoy moves. The regiment acquitted itself very well during the
practice period, and returmed 1o Debert 5 Nov considerably scasoned by ihe
experienee.

14, — The remainder of the year 1941 was speui at Debert Camp where the
regiment continued to function as a unit and work into an cfficient organiza-
tion. On 19 Dee most of the Regt left on Christmas Leave and only a nucleus
remained belind for the purpose of administration. 1t was during this period
that far reaching changes took place for the regiment.

15. — While Lt-Col Cormack was at his home in Alberta on Christmas Leave,
the change over of the 4 Div from an Infuntry to an Armoured formation
began to take effeet. Shrouded in great scercey, the transition was the subjeet
of several important conferenees and beeause of sccurity measures it was diffi-
cult to fully inform the Commanding Officer of the urgency of the situation.
On the 11 Jan 42. Capt. R. J. Hegan (now Lt-Col) on his own responsibility
phoned Lt-Col Cormack to inform him of the changes impending and to advise
him to rcturn to the unit. Mcanwhile at Debert, things moved on apace and
eventually a Commanding Officer’s conference was called on such short notice
that it was impossible for Lt-Col Cormack to arrive in time by train. Capt
Hegan intereepted him with a telegram at Medicine Hat. Alberta. and advised
him to fly cast. Lt-Col Cormack arranged to fly from Winnipeg by HMarvard
Trainer and was able to reach Kapuskasing, Ont. in good time. Bad weather
intervened there, and it was mot un(il -17 Jan that he finally arrived at
Moncton, N.B.

16. =— At Debert things became more involved. With the Commanding Officer
still absent on the 16 Jun, Major Ildworthy as his deputy attended the GOC’s
confercnee. Tt was learned that the 18 Cdn 17d Regt would be joining the 2 Cdn
Med Regt and that 16 Cdn I'd Regt would be converted into n L.AA. Regt
and employed with the 4 Cdn Armd Div Support Group.
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17. — The Commanding Officer telegraphed Capt Ilegan to meet his planc at.
Moneton at 0400 hrs on the 17 Jan. Accordingly Capt lHegan took the Com-
manding Officer’s Staff car and with Lt MecGavin driving, set out through
a blinding snowstorm from Debert to Moncton at 2300 hrs on the night of the
16 Jan. The roads were extremely slippery and conditions were far from good.
Rounding a bend the car skidded and crashed into a bridge. Capt Hegan made
his way to the nearcst town, arranged other transportation to Moncton
and a wreeker to haul away the damaged-Staff car. Procceding to Moncton,
he met Lt-Col Cormack and related to him the whole story.

18. — It was a difficult situation that confronted Lt-Col Cormack. Worst of all,
he had missed the important conference under civeumstances which due to a
misunderstanding on dates were not casy to explain. His Staff car was wreeked
and an officer without standing orders had been driving it at the time of the
accident. Mis regiment was converted overnight from Field to L.A.A. His
18th Bty had been removed and in addition he was in for a severe criticism
for permitting so large a number of men to go on leave.

19. — In retrospect the whole incident scems amusing but in the stirring days
of ’42’ a Commanding Officer could quite casily lose his command over such
items. Lt-Col Cormack weathered the storm unruffled, but never to the end of
the war was he able to replace the Staff car lost in the episode.

20. — The conversion date for the 16 Cdn Fd Regt was 4 Feb 42. At midnight
it disappeared from the list of active units in the Cdn Army. and on the 5 Feb
42 the old 16 Cdn Fd Regt beeame officially known as the 8 Cdn L.A.A.
Regt RCA.

18
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Debert, Sussex and  the Cupolmvn Castle
5 Feb 42—17 Aug 42

Debert

Debert

Debert

21, — The overnight conversion of the Regt-from the 16 Ca-
nadian Field Regt to the 8§ Canadian Light Anti-Aireraft
Regt RCA brought few immediate c¢hanges in routine, orga-
nization or training. It was not as it the 18 pounder guns
which had been the weapons of  training were suddenly
replaced with anti-aireralt guns, nor as if the field gunners
Lad overnight acquired the Bofors gununer’s skill. Indeed on
looking about on the 5 Feb one could notice no change from
the previous day. But on 5 Feb 42 a LAA Regt was born and
as cach day passed, alterations infinitesimal in themselves
oceurred within the units until eventually a fine, new, highly-
trained Regt emerged.

22, — The organization of a LAA Regt at that time embo-
died three Btys. Ilach Bty in turn was broken up into three
troops under two Licutenants, cach troop coutaining four
detachments. The detaechments, cach under connuand of a
sergeant, were armed with tractor-drawn Bofors 40 mm guns.
Thus a Regt contained thirty-six semi-mobile 40 mm guns
as its main armament, plus a variety of small-arms for its
own proteetion. It was towards this establishment that 8§ Cdn
LAA Regt struggled during its stay in Canada,

23. — There was little that could he done at onee to speed
the conversion. The faeilitics and {he trained personnel were
not available for Bofors units, and even pamphlets were
impossible to obtain. A start was made by construceting home-

21



Debert

Moosomin

Moosomin

Sussex, N.B.

Sussex, N.B,

Sussex, N.B.

made AA sights. Craftsmen were sent off to Tlalifax to
secure the information which would allow them to manufac-
ture dummy guns for training. IMor the most part however,
conditioning, basic training, and schooling of M.T. personnel
were wisely emphasized until more specific information on the
AA organization and ecquipment was forthcoming. In any
branch of the service bivouac schemes are good training.
They were persevered with. In all arms convoy driving is
essential. Convoy driving was practised. But while normal
training was heing carried on, a nucleus of officers and
NCOs was senl away to be Tully trained as Bolors instructors,

94, — Every opportunity was seized upon to introduce men
of the Regt to their future weapon. On onc occasion by
linison with the Navy a group of officers and NCOs went
to Halifax and saw the Navy engage a sleeve with four pree-
jous Bofors rounds. Some instruction was likewise obtained
on the equipment and the information was speedily passed on
to the other members of the Regt.

95. — For the 101 Bty in Moosomin the situation was diffe-
rent. Tt had been mobilized on 12 Scp 41 as one of the Btys
of 6 Canadinn LAA Regt RCA, and in the re-organization
of 4 Div wag made a part of 8 Cdn LAA Regt.

26. — Recruiting for this Bty was conducted by Licutenant
King Softley and as its strength increased, a IIQ was cst-
ablished at Moosomin under Major D. N, MeCallum. IHere
with nothing but 18 pounder limbers the Dty went ahead
with gun drill and winter schemes. Many of the men were
dispatehed from Moosomin to Dundurn or Regina  for
training, but at its HQ a strong esprit de corps was fostered
which has always characterized this Bty. The 101 moved
cast 12 Mar 42 to join tho balance of 8 Cdn LAA Regt at
Sussex N.I.

27. — On 14 Mar advance parties from Debert came to
Sussex to take over the lines for the rest of the Regt. Two
days later the convoy from Dcbert made its way to Sussex
bearing the main body of the Regt. Lt-Col Cormack himself
arrived on 17 Mar and ou that date the 101 Bty was formally
taken into the 8 Cdn LAA Regt RCA.

98. —— There was a decided quickening in the AA training
in the next few months. Ingenious wooden guns (called
,MacDonald Models’’ after their chief proponent Major
J. A. MacDonald) were constructed and with a gun " drill
book in one hand and a picture of the gun inthe other the
men were taught the rudiments of gun drill .

29. — Maj-Gen Worthington CB, MC, MM, G.0.C. 4 Cdn
Armd Div heard of these guns, and on inspeeting the Regt
insisted on viewing them., When he saw what the Regt had
done he was tremendously impressed with the initiative and
enthusiasm, and frightfully annoyed at the inadequacy of
the ‘training facilitics. Demanding pictures of the wooden
abortions, he wrote to NDIIQ, and very soon after, real guns
were sent to the Regt.

Newfoundland

Arvida, P.Q.

Sussex, N.B.

Sussex, N.B.

Sussex, N.B.

Sussex, N.B.

s

30. — Two rather important opportunities for training and
seasoning personnel from the Regt eame up during the
month of April. On 4 Apr the 102 Bty was given the chance
to send a troop to Newfoundland. 1577 Troop of that Bty
was selected, and it was not until 9 Jul that it returncd to
New Brunswick JDuring its stay in Newfoundland the troop
indulged in muech uscful training and it provided as well
AA defenee for St. Johms Harbour and Gor Bay Airport
for part of the time.

31— Similarly on 6 Apr two troops from the 70 Bty depar-
ted for Arvida, P.Q. to provide the AA defenses for the
aluminum plant Tocated there. Plenty of equipment was
available at Arvida and by 7 Jun when the troops returned
to Sussex N.B. they were well nequainted with the Bofors
gun,

32, — At Sussex, N.B. the Regt hent every effort to inercase
its cfficiency. A great fillip to training was given by the
arrival on 30 Apr of six new Bofors guns. By that time
also, sufficient trained persouncl existed in the unmits to
permit an encrgetic training school to be set up. The NCOs
and men were trained during the morning and aficrmoon
parades. Officers went to school cach evening in Ne. 3
Drill Shed.

33. — As more equipment, partieularly M.T., rcached the
Regt, driving and skeleton schemes were carried out in the
Penobsquis and Apoloqui arca where training grounds were
located. More and more information.on the tactics and
cquipment continued to come in, and by a process of self-
cducation the Regt slowly gained a firm knowledge of AA
warfare. Ilad it not been for the sudden removal of the AA
cquipment to the west coast following n Japancse scare in
that scetor, even greater strides would have been made.

34, — So throughout May and June the Regt toiled to
perfect itself in the ways of war. Aside from technieal
training whercin great advanees were made, the steady
,militarization’? of men too-rccently out of civilinn life
went on. How to wear the King’s uniform, how to salute,
low to mareh and how to obey — these and many other
similar subjeets formed part of the daily military eurriculun,
July found the § Cdn LAA Regt a tough, well-diseiplined,
hardy band of men with a sound knowledge of basie military
training and an auspicious start in the direction of complete
mastery with its own spuecial weapon.

35. — On 8 Jul n number of officers from the Regt went
to St. John, N.B. to observe a LAA firing practice being
carried out by a loeal Bty. For most of the group it was
their first opportunity to sce the deadly Dofors in aetion.
The shooting was medioere in the extreme, und subsequently
far excelled by our own detachments, but cveryone was
highly enthusiastic over the performanee of the weapon.
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Sussex, N.B.

Sussex, N.B.

Sussex, N.B.

Sussex, N.B.

Capetown Castle

Capetown Castle

Capetown Castle

24

36. — The 101 Bty got its chance at a detached and quasi-
operational role in July. A guard duty job came up on the
St. John Docks, and the troops of 101 Bty rotated on that
task. It was extremely good experience for the troops, for
it put the individual administrative problems squarcly up
to them.

47, — TFrom the above it must not however, be assumed that
life in Sussex, N.B. was merely a dull routine of training.
Indeed most men who were with the units at that time will
agree that the period spent in N.B. was among thc most
enjoyable the Regt cver experieneed. The CO encrgetically
pursued a policy of sports and entertainment at Camp
Sussex. Boxers from the Regt took a prominent part in a
Camp tournament, with L 61777 Gnr Jackson W.T. winning
the Heavyweight title, and several inter-battery track and
field meots were staged. The Regt was in fact well-rooted
in the New Brunswick clay when news of its immincut depar-
ture overseas became known.

38. — On the 3 Aug information was reecived from HQ Sup-
port Group, 4 Cdn Armd Div to the effect that the 8 Cdu
LAA Regt RCA would proceed overseas on S Aug. Tor several
weeks plans had been made and preparations taken to
prepare for this move, and conscquently much had been done.
Nevertheless the Quarter-Master in particular, and cvery
man in the Regt generally, found ample to do in the last
few days in Canada.

39. — All blankets, beds, cte were turned in the night of
7 Aug 2. Reveille came at 0400 hours 8 Aug and in ihe
Dlack of the morning final steps were taken before the
departure. As morning Droke bright and elear, the units
swung down to the military siding and entrained for llali-
fax. A few moments later the wheels began to turn and the
Regt was on its way.

40, — The trip to Halifax was made without incident. The
train stopped at the docks aund the troops immediately com-
meneed to embark for overscas. The vessel was the motox-
ship ,,Capetown Castle’” of the Union Castle Line. The
personnel went aboard and the Regt was immediately assig-
ned quarters and dutics on board.

41, — Tt was learned at once that our ship was to be one
of twelve very fast, modern troop-ships including the
»Andes?’, the ,Cameronia’’ and an impressive American
complement  headed by the ,,Westpoint’’. The convoy
remained in Halifax Harbour overnight and on the mor-
ning of 9 Aug it slipped past the boom and nesed out into
the North Atlantie.

42, — The U-Boat menace in 1942 was serious and causing
the Allies grave concern. Our counvoy, well protected by
units of the Canadian, British and .American Navies was
completely left alone. Even the weather was beyond reproach
and only on 16 Aug did the land-lubber have causc to fear
for his dinner.

Capetown Castle

Capetown Castle

Liverpool

Liverpool

43, -— The organizatisn and administration on board was
at first awkward and accomodation for the men exceeedingly
cramped. ,,Stand to’’ was practised for possible abandoning
ship and the usual precautions taken for the sceurity of
the ship and its personnel. The 8 Cdn LAA Regt was
immediately given the task of manning AA M.Gs at varioas
points on the ship and for the entirety of the voyage this
was onc of its dutics.

41, — The time at sea went pleasantly cnough. There were
still aboard the ship many civilian amenities. Concerts
were arranged, also sing-songs, and on Sunday a large
church parade was held. Even the meals (which the men
did not like) improved -under the close scrutiny of the
Orderly Officer and for war-time troop movement thie
inconveniences were not great.

45. — It was on the 17 Aug that land was first sighted,
and soon units of the convoy began to slip away as the
vessels swung towards their various ports of disembarkation.
As the ,,Capetown Castle’’ steamed towards Liverpool, Spit-
fires eame swarming out of the clouds to dive and zoom
in welecome over the ship. The sun came out about noon
andl caught the silver balloons floating above Liverpool
in its rays. Gradually the drab red-briek buildings loomed
into view and the ,,Capetown Castle’’, her journcy over, moved
majestically up the Mersey and dropped anchor at 1700
hours. The voyage was over. The Navy had done its job.

46, — The Regt did not at once go ashore. During the
night it remained on board watching the city from the
blacked-out ship until sleep overtook it, and it was not
until the 18 Aug that a landing in forece was mado on
Churchill s Isle.
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47. — The 18 Aug dawned bright and clear to find the
good ship ,,Capetown Castle’’ swinging lazily in the Mersey
River. Already busy little tenders were nuzzling lew steep
black sides. The disembarkation of the 8 Cdn LAA Regt
was in two parts. Ilalf of the Regt entered the tenders
and was ferried to shore at 1055 hours while the sceond
half followed approximately five and onc-half hours later.

48, — It was while part onc was going ashore that the Regt
heard its first air-raid siren. For a moment no one spoke,
and all sought to reeall what the Passive Air Defence
pamphlets had to say about such situations. Nothing that
had been learned in Canada seemed quite to suit, and much
the most practical thing was obviously to earry on unloading.
With some inner misgivings therefore disembarkation went
steadily forward, with only the occasional surreptitious
glance into the peaceful sky.

49. — The two scetions entrained at 1255 hours and 1530

‘hours respectively at the Central Station, Liverpool and

travelled to Colchester, Essex, the first section arriving
at that city at 2245 lLours, while the second contingent
detrained some two hours after.

50. — What a homecoming that was ! The Regt descended
at the inky-black Colehester station, still rocking from the
motion of the train, to find virtually no preparations had
been made for its arrival. True, vehieles from the 2 lleavy
AA Regt RCA were available to move the bodies to the
vast uncharted area of Sobraon Barracks, but once ihere
the Regt was definitely on its own. In the black-out any
form of organized eontrol was impossible. It was a case
of cevery man for himself. Some men stumbled into deserted
barracks and slept on the floor. Some groped about the
arca, falling in and out of the slit-trenches until dawn.
Others just went quictly off to sleep where they stood.
Tt was not until morning that the Regt was informed ihat
it would oceupy tents and temporary barracks at Abbey
Field until 3 Sep when the 2 Iecavy AA Regt evacuated
the permanent buildings at Sobraon Barracks.

51. — Almost. immediately on arrival in Colchester the
Regt embarked on an extremely energetic ecampaign of
training. A series of inspeetions culminaiing in a review
of the Regt on the 24 Aug by Brigwlier D.R. Agnew,
Comd 1 Cdn AA Brigade was initiated. The latter inspee-
tion established an innaediate reputation of smartness aud
steadiness for the Regt and the Brigadier was visibly
impressed by the exeellence of the show,

52. — In addition courses were at once commeneed to train
the Regt in anti-aireraft defenee under a cadre headed by
Lieutenant W. A. Drennan from C.AR.U. Some officers and
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,Don't shoot!! It’s only me — the camera-man!’’ The
semi-mobile Bofors 40 mm with I.A. sights.

.

NCOs were sent to various training schools in England
and the usual hardening up process of P.T..:md route
marches was carried on. Tacties were also studied, and as
cquipment  became available, schemes were commenced.

53. — It was indeed a surprisingly short time from the
date of the Regt’s arrival until guns and stores began
to arrive. The C.O. was able to negotiate the loan of twelve
Bofors 40 mm guns on 22 Aug, ouly 'four_ days after th.e
Regt landed in lingland, and with these in hand a start
was made in {raining. The first M.T. .rcacl'md the Regt on
4 Scp. It consisted of four 15 cwts, five jeeps and twelve
motor cycles. A steady stream of cquipment follo“'.ed at‘
irregular interludes including No. 3 Predictors, genomto_lbl,
guns and motor transport until cvon'tu.nlly the Regt had
actually more machinery than its training warranted.

54. — In the easec of guns it was found that stores were
often mot issued until some time after the ordnance 'hnq
arrived. Particularly at first this proved :x\}'li\\'ard since
practically all the equipment whi_ch came was in great nc‘cd
of muintenance and overhaul prior to usc. W ithout stores
the fitter’s task was immeasurably more difficult. As tm;c
progressed however, this difficulty was overeome aud ample
supplies werce on Land for cvery nced.

o
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55. — DBy 21 Sep the Regt had nineteen guns and tew
predictors. A large number of vehicles jummed the MU
park. With the arrival of maps on 26 Sep extensive
deployments were practicable, and by the end of the month
sufficient M.T., guns and other equipment were avail:ble
to permit a very wide and eatholic range of training to
be earried on. '

56. — One rather important feature of the daily training
of the gun detachments was following practice. This was
designed to synchronize the work of the layers and accustom
them to follow fast-moving targets with the guns. In aid
of this an exceedingly useful bit of air co-operation was
reeeived from the men of 418 Squadron R.ATY. On 12 Oct
they commenced to ,shoot up’’ our gun positions with
their Boston Bombers giving our detachments experience
in following war-speed targets. Sometimes persounel of
the Regt accompanied the pilots, but in any cvent it added
interest and value to the training.

57. — Besides training however, the Regt also found itself
with more serious reponsibilitics. The first of these, cover-
ed by an Operational Order dated 7 Scp 42, committed the
Regt to assist in the detence of Colehester in the event of
attacks by parachutists, air-borne troops, or actual encmy
seaborne invasion. Lt-Col E. W. Cormack assumed command
of Canadian Defence Troops in the Colehester area while
cach of the Bty Commanders had cither a scctor or the
mobile reserve as his charge.

58. — During all this peviod, it will be reealled, the German
air force was waging war on the British Isles. The offensivo
edge of the ecnemy’s flyers had been blunted the previous
fall by the gallantry of the R.AI., but in the autumn
of 1942 the Luftwaffe still remained a potent force
constantly threatening Fugland with devastation from the
air. Colchester was often on the path of the intruders.
The air-raid siren and the uneven drum of enemy engines
thus soon became accustomed sounds. Unaccompanied by
hostile acts eventually even these manifestations of the
enemy’s presence lost their significance. On 28 Sep however,
the men of the Regt learned first hand that the dog which
barks sometimes can bite as well.

59. — It was a dull overcast day, and training on the square
was proceeding apace when the attack took place. Watchers
from the barracks saw a plane nose silently and sinisterly
out of the clouds an dive steeply over Colehester. Before
you could say ,Dornier 215’7 it opened up its throttle and
roared upwards again sccking the shelter of the overeast.
As it did so, three bombs came tumbling out of the bomb-
bays and went serceching down into the town., A moment
later three explosions shook the ground and rattled the
windows. Then silence ! '

60. — The hombs landed a considerable distance from
Sdbraon Barracks but their performuance was nevertheless
impressive. Several louses werc destroyed and several
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people were killed in that sneak raid. A rescue party from
the Regt under Licutenant D. G. Crawlord assisted the
local organization to remove the bodies. This was the first
actual raid conducted in the vicinity of our Regimental
arca. It was not the last, nor the most imminent. But for
those present it was a baptism of bombs which perhaps
for the first time gave a sensc of rcality to training and
a realization that war after all is very grim and very
much in carnest.

Gl. — Tt was as a result of this (and subscquent) air raids
that the Regt undertool its first operational role in lng-
land. As of 9 Oct 42 the 8 Cdn LAA Regt deployed on
the basis of two guns per Bty for the actual AA defence
of Colchester. Ammunition was kept available and personnel
were maintained to man the guns in the event of air raids
on the Colchester area. The Devil however looks after his
own, and no German plane again ventured to expose itself
so flagrantly to the threat of immediate destruction.

62. — The sudden dumping of & Regt on a community
creates an  interesting sociological ~ problem. his  is

particularly so when the soldicrs arc alien and the products
of an cutirely different environment than their involuntary
losts. Regardless of good intentions, it is sometimes found
that the ingredients simply will not mix. Inhibition,
prejudice and background often prove too great a hurdle
oven for the most genuine good-will. World War 1I provided
sociologists with numerous instances of these conditions.
The presence of the Canadians in Bugland simply duplicated
o sot of circumstances which could he found in almost cvery
country in the world. 1t was rare lowever to find a case
wherein the resultant amalgam was so satisfactory.

¢3. — The men of Canada have a breezy tacility for making
friends. Lacking the debonnaire drawing-room manuer, the
taet and finesse of men of other nations they supplement
for the morc gentle virtues a boldness, a frankness and
a dircctness which appears to charm as well as astound.
Certainly in Colchester the relationship between the gunners
of the 8 LAA Rept and the civilian population was
exemplary. The British people opened their omes and their
learts to the new-comers, and the gunners won many friends
and o wealth of respect from the townspeople, Their girls
attended the dances in the Regt, the men visited them in
their homes. And so well did these relations prosper, that
no returning wearer of the green patch and the flash of
the 8 LAA Regt nced be without friends in Colchester. Tt
was not however only in the social ficld that the Regt scored
a victory. On the 2 Nov 42, having learned that the 8 LAA
was moving from Colchester, the Garrisen Commandant,
Col A. C. L. Parry, MBE, MG, called on Lt-Col B. W, Cor-
maeck and personally thanked him for the ,soldierly-like
conduet’! of his Regt during its stay in the city. A very
fine tribute indeed, and a happy augury for the future of
the Regt in no matter which country it was eventually
to find itself.

Colchester
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64. — ., All work and no play makes Jack a dull boy’’ says
the old maxim, Plenty of work there was in Colehester
where a whole Regt had to be equipped and trained. But
play there was also in abundance. The 8§ Cdn LAA Regt
lla(:! always in Canada been noted for the prodigality and
lavishness of its entertainment. Bon vivants not only in
the Div, but from other formations as well, have shown a
1'5\.murkable unanimity in their praise of the social fune-
tious cugineered by the Regt. England with its war-time
austerity and its blackout did not offer fertile ground
for social affaivs of the more extravagant kind, but un-
dc:torrcd the officers procceded under the able dircetion
of Major H. E. F. Clark to stage a mess dinner on the
night of 15 Oect 42.

63. — The story of the arrangements for that diuner will
never he fully told. If they are, then several officers of
the \Rug‘t Awill probably have to answer fto the Ministry
of Food. For on that night a varicty and quality of food
and drink was provided on a truly Utopian scale. Brig.
D.. A Agnew was guest of honour wnd with numerous other
visitors, could not fail to be affected by the completeness
of the details. The full band of the Royal Berkshire Regt
rendered seleetions throughout the evening. And as Lias
heen 4 stated, the cuisine was incomparable. This first
Officers Mess dinner set a worthy precedent for the future
social functions of the Regt and at the same time proved
that given the will, the way to a good time can be found.

66. — There comes a stage in the training of a LAA Regt
when in order to quicken the spirit of the personnel, and
to inerense the techmieal efficicney of the units, it has
heen found advisable to send it to a Practice Camp. At such
camps, ofticers, NCOs und {he gunners receive a thorough
pepping-up, considerable teelimieal instruction, partieularly
on the latest developments of this branch of the Artillery,
and 2 much needed oppartunity to sharpen up their
shooting-cyes on the towed targets.

G7. — Towards the middle of October 42 it was learned
that for its first Practice Camp the Regt had drawn Stiffkey
Camp in Norfolk. Efforts to improve the efficiency of the
Regt in AA shooting were stepped up and numerous
:L!'mn;.-;cnw.n{x had Heen made when it was learned that
higher authorities had plans to move the Regt to Dunley
11ill, Surrey, the first week in Nov. Suel o move would
obviously confliet with the trip to Stiffkey, which was to
cover the period 10 Nov—-23 Nov, so permission  was
obtained from DAQMG First Canadian Army to send an
advanee party to Dunley ILll on 2 Nov but to keep the
gun detachments and troop officers at Colehester until
the 10th of the month. They would then move direet to
Stitfkey, returning from there to Dunley Hill at the
completion of {he period ai practice camp. The advance
party under Mwjor M. . I Clark was duly dispatehed
and while preparations were going ahead at Colchester for
firing eamp, the most forbidding reports reached the Regt
as to the inadequacy of the area in Surrey.
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GS. — The reeeption of the 8 LAA Regt into the -fellow-
ship of Canadians overseas was neither as cordial . wor as
efficient as might have been wished, Resolved  therefore

to do better than its predecessors, the Regt strained every

fibre to make the introduction of its suceessors to Col-
chester (the 6 Cdn LAA Regt) as frietionless as possible:
In no uncertain terms the poliey of the C.0. was laid down.
[lach element of the Regt, whether it be o Bty or an
attached serviee, was to be responsible that its opposite
number bhe provided with every amenity that the camp
could show. The DHuildings were vaeated and made serupu-
lously clean. Pallinses were filled, heds were set up, fives
were lighted, The cooks worked hours preparing attraetive
meals for the neweomers, It was dark when the train hearing
the new Regt arrived on 5 Nov 42, but the men were
escorted by cfficient guides to their quarters and ushered
across the Dblacked-out parade ground to their various
destinations, The eftorts put forth were not unrewarded.
The men of the 6 LAA Regt responded warmly to ihe
unexpeeted cordiality of the reeeption and sinee that day
w fine and friendly feeling has been manifest between the
two Regts.

G9. — On 10 Nov, with the 6 LAA already installed in
Sobraon Barracks, the Regt moved from the Colehester
area. Two road parties, one Stiffkey-bound and the other
headed for Dorking, Surrey, left simultaneously. The main
body travelled by train to practice camp. All ,flights’’
made good time and the trips were accomplished without
incident. Colehester was already just a memory.

Surrey

10 Nov 42—10 Jun 43

Dunley Hill

Stiffkey

Stiffkey

Stiffkey

70. — Skeleton parties arrived at Dunley IIill, Surrey on
10 Nov 42 ta take over the aren, such as it was, for the
Regt. RI1Q, which for lack of suitable accomodation was
placed in Dorking, Surrey was able there to sceure comlor-
table quarters with good communications to Brigade. The
Btys however did not fare so well. As ihe name implics,
Dunley Tl IS a hill, and o very high, remote one at hat,
The quarters and  arangements  were definitely - NOT
adequate for the Regt, and despite vigorous cfforts to
overcome the location’s shiortcomings, it remained to the
last o rvather awkward place of residence. The view was
excellent, and on a fine day exhilarating, but in the
questionable Inglish climate the soft dark loam was a
menace for vehieles, Messes were lacking and the accomo-
dation for offieers and men always inconvenient, Never-
theless much very excellent work was done by the Regt at
this Jocation.

71. — While the advanece party at Dunley Hill was en-
deavoring to cope with the deficiencies of that plaee, the
,shootidg’’ Iraneh of the Regt was making progress at
Stiffkey. The Regt discovered on detraining on 10 Nov
that the actual practice camp was a considerable distance
from ,railhcad’” and apart from a small bageage party,
the Regt was expected to cover the intervening wmileage on
foot. There is a very strong feeling in the mechanized
artillery against walking, which is vegarded as the prerog-
ative of other arms. IFortunately the weather was fine
however and the novelty of a mareh with full kit did not
invoke much resentment.

72. — Stiffkey Camp under the cnergetic direction of
Lt-Col J. Young, wus an extremely cfficient organization,
and in the fourteen days spent there, the Regt learned
muel. The allotment of full charge ammunition at {his
time was very meagre. But it did give the detachments a
chance to fire their guns at an aivlorne target, to perfeet
gun drill, and to leari more uboui their equipments. The
shortage of full charge mmmunition was somewhat con
pensated for hy the abundance of sub-calibre shooting,
Subl-ealibre shooting was, in fact, tound to be excellent
preliminary training for inexperienced gun detachments
In this type of engagement a Bren gun, with tracer ammu
nition, is fixed on the barrel of the Bofors and lined uj
after the correet 1.1 is applied. Thus the layers are giver
an opportunity to follow a target and to examine anc
yread’ the tracer in the sky. The Detachnent commander
purticularly  witle the forward area sights  (which wer
in use at that time) was faced with many of the problem:
of full charge firing.

72, -— During the fimst week at Stiffkey, the weather wa
excellent, and thee wir cooperation (a sleeve or Drogue
towed by a THawker ilenley aireraft) was nost satistactory
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Certain changes in drill were in vogue which had not before
heen known to the units, amd these were imparted to ihe
officers and men. The prototype of the Sights Correctional
Mk V (the cventual primary means of fire control for
Canadian 40 mm equipments) was seen in the form of the
JStittkey Stick’’. The ,Stick®” was developed at the Camp
and the keenmess and enthusiasm which goes with propriet-

orship was transmitted by- the staif to the Regt. It was.

in fact with the ,Stiffkey Stick’’ that our first hit was
obtained on the sleeve.

74 — The Is G of the Camp, always anxious to publicize

their famous ,,Stick”’, gave some instruction on its use,
and set aside a small number of rounds to demonstrafe its
of feetiveness. A trial detachment, chosen from the Detach-
ment Commanders of the Regt, was scleeted to conduet the
test. L 61794 Sgt LaRoeque AL as No. 1 of the detachment
handled the Stiffkey Stick.

75. — A short conference was held. ,Take post!’’ yelled
the D.C. The sergeants swarmed over the gun.

76. — ,.Sleeve Right!’? came the ery, and the gun traversed
onto the drogue as it swept through the sky at 1200 yards
range. :

77. — ,,0On!?? — On!’? eame from Nos. 2 and 3 as,
squinting intensely through their sights they eaught and
held their target on the eross-wires.

78, — ,lingage!?’ eame the order and then after a seeond -—
Fire!??
” »

79, — As the gun began to thunder the rounds traced
scarlet seratehes upon the azure blue of the sky. Slowly
but surely Scergeant LaRoeque nursed these traces towards
his target.

80, — ,,Low’’ said thc Recorder as the round whipped past
the sleeve — ,,Minus-plus-plus-1TTT!??

81. — As he sang out a puff of black smoke appeared on the
drogue. It disintegrated in the air as two and onc-half
pounds of High Kxplosive, touched off by the sensative
precussion fuze, exploded on impact with the fabrie of ine
target. It was hit Number One for the 8 Cdn LAA Regt.

82, — Training went on at Stiffkey until 23 Nov. Not only
did the gun detachments reccive opportunities to fire, but
the officers as well took part in a shoot. Fitters too obtained
training, and Dbesides actual firing  there were lectures
on aireraft yecognition, on deployment and on many other
important subjects. It was a very sclf-assured, confident
and highly-skilled group of AA gunners which left Stiffkey
Camp and eutruined for Dunley Hill. ’

83, — The trip from Norfolk to Surrey was an extremely
trying one. The train was six hours iute, and it made for
a wearisome day. The rail party reached Dunley Hill Camp
at 2130 hours 23 Nov while tho road party arrived down
approximately twenty-feur hours later, '

84, — The arrival of the hulk of the Regt cmphasized the
inadequacy of the Lunley Hill facilities and the C.O. with
Brigadier W. C. IIyde, DSO, VD, immediately sought to find
more suitable quarters at Newlands Corners, near Guittford,
Another alternative and  possible means of velieving  the
congestion in quariers was to send one Bty on Air Defense
of Great RBritain (ADGB) to oceupy sites in the Borden
arca. Dut while these possibilities were  explored much
remained to he done on the ,11ill72. Tacties were immedia-
tely pressed and in the Box 1lill area much spade work
was dene in troop deployments. Other forms of training
also were countinued and the gains from firing camp con-
solidated by constant practice.

§5. — Arrangments were completed for the deployment of
4 Bty on sites at Borden. In the vicinity of that town wero
locatgd very extensive Base Ordnance Workshops and Dumps,
officially known in AN circles as V.P. Serial 818. The 70
dy was seleeted to relieve a Bty of the 7 Cdn LAA Regt
RCA there. Accordingly on 9 Dee 42, that Bty took up
positions on ADGD sites as mentioned and these sites were
continuously manued by men of the Regt until 29 Mar 3.

86. — RIIQ at Dorking and 101, 102 Btys were also kept
busy. The [LR.A,, Brigadier 11 0. N. Brownficld expressed
a desire to inspeet the Regt and this was laid on for
11 Dee. 42, It was decided that in addition to a formal
inspeetion by the Brigadier, o complete  panorama of
training would be displayed. Bach troop was given a task.
Loectures in aireraft recognition, equipment, ete were to
be in progress so that the Brigadicr as he passed among
the men, might have an opportunity to see each phase of
instruction. There were of course to be demonstrations in
gun drill, and in addition the skill of our M.T. scection
in winching was to be exhibited. The finale included a
troop deployment in the afternoon.

§7. — The inspection which took place 11 Dee 42 was
very suceessful. Never on parade did the men look smarter.
Never was the drill more preeise nor the marching more
impeceable. There were  however oceasional unscheduled
incidents that made the inspection even more interesting.

88. — For example, when Brigadier Tlyde was inspeeting
the guard he was almost shot. Somecone failed to cnsure
that his magazine was cienr before easing springs’’ and n
ritle bullet sang past the C.R.ALs head when he pressed
the trigger. The troop on winching completely disappeared
and the DAL in trying to loeate i, himselr got sceurely
stuek in the mud. And all sorts of strange things occurred
during the troop scheme. But on the whole the Regt, ug al-
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witys, mede wsuperh showing and no small mishap - eould
defract. from the impression that here indeed was the finest
Regt of its kind in existence.

89, — Tollowing the B.R.A’s inspeetion the 101, 102 Btys
departed for No 9 LAA Training and Practice Camp,
Flookbureh, Carnforth, Lanes: (Commonly known as Cark
Camp). On 15 Dee alko RHQ moved from Dorking to
Nowlands Corners, Surrey and took up residence there.
Thus the highly unsatisfactory Duunley Hill Camp was left
at the disposal of some other unfortunate unit.

00, — Tt was about this time that the Predictor was ,washed
out’? for the 8 LAA Regt. It was a very ingenious mecha-
nism and for stuatie sites very useful. For the wear and {ear
of mobile operations it was at once too cumbersome and
too delieate to be successful and ihe decision to dispense
with it was highly popular in the Regt.

01, — For gunners already old hands at the ,,Practice
Camp’? game, Cark proved no mnovelty. More shooting swas

carried on (imagine an allotment of 25 rounds per gun to
cover a period of two wecks, when cach gun can spit out
five times that many rounds cvery minute!) and more
general training completed. ‘

09— Christmas caught the units thus dislocated. The 70
Bty was on Borden sites, RIIQ was at Newlands Corners,
while the balanee of the Regt made merry in Lancashire.
1t was not a remarkable Christmas, and particularly for the
70 Bty under the necessity of maintaining its never-ending
vigil it was @ considerable flop. Generally speaking however
the Regt fared as well or hetter than other units in similar
civeumstances. After a perfunctory pause in training on
the 25th, all ranks were back at the grind on Roxing Day
and by the 28th Dee the series was finished at Cark and
101 and 102 Btys entrained for Guildford, Surrey arriving
the same cvening.

03, — Newlands Corners, though not the perfect camp, was
still & great improvement over Dumley Hill. It was muddy
of course, but all IFngland is muddy in Deecember. And
in other respects the accomodation was quite good. The
facilitios were exeellent for entertainment of the troops,
and New Year's Iive 1942 was celcbrated on a scale which
in a measuwre compensated for the dullness of the Christmas,
festivities,

tf, — The year 1943 commenced as the vear 1942 had
finished with a steady training programme. An axtraovdinary
appendix to normal training was inserted on 4 Jan when
all ranks in eamp were foreed to take part in an cleven
and one-halt mile route mareh, the distance heing covered
in two hours and twenty-eight minutes, Sehemes, instruction
and inspeetions were carvied out by 101 and 102 Btys until
on 13 Jun 43 the latter replaced 70 Bty at Borden. There-
upon the 70 Bty beeame immersed in the training program-
me at Newlands Corners,

Newlands
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93. — It was during the month of January that a yather
phenominal training expedient was introduced. For one
week commencing 24 Jan the daily training period was
advanced 12 hours so that all training, administration ete
was carried out in the dark. The week stressed saeh phases
of training as night convoys, schemes, stalking, compass
marehes, ote. In practice much inelement weather during
the week tended to limit its value. Probably the experiment
however did no one any harm, and perhaps it did some
good. ,J7" troop of 101 Bty was fortunate enough to be
spared this nocturnal training. Orders were received during
the middle of January that one troop of 101 Bty was to
proceed to 16 LAA Practice Camp, Clacton-on-Sea, Iissex,
as a demonstration troop. ,, 177 troop was ultimately seleeted
for the task and departed 10 Jan 43 for ssex.

96. — That attachment of a troop, or part of w troop to
16 LAA Practice Camp continued from the end of January
1943 almost until ,D?? Day without interruption. Tt became
in fact a duty, which rotated among the troops in the Regt.
At the first the tesop appeared at Clacton simply for the
purpose of givirg demonstrations of precision gun drill.
The wmen were carcfully trained, smartly turned out, and
impressdl with a seuse of responsibility which resulted in
a very high standard of gun drill being displayed. In return,
the troop officers and NCOs were in eonstant liaison with
the L.G's braneh of the eamp, and in consequence intormed
of any modifications of drill or equipment as they came up.
As time went on the demonstrations were expanded to inke
in mobile deployment as well, so that eventually visiting
units were able to see first hand just how preeise gun
drill and deployment dvill ean be. There ean he mo doubt
that the {eclmieal ascendeney and general efficiency of 8
LAA troups can in a large measure be traced to this highly
successul attachment.

97. — The Practice Camp on its part was completely sat-
istied. It had specifically asked that the demonstration
troop should be provided by 8 Cdn LAA Regt RCA. Never
did it have cause to regret its sclection. The gun detach-
ments constantly thrilled and astounded the personnel of
other less highly trained units who visited the eamp for
practice purposes and consolidated for the 8 LAA Regt its
reputation of heing the smartest Regt of all the LAA units
in the British Impire.

08, —— Early in the year 1943 a change over in the organi-
zation of LAA Regts began to take effect. The armament
of o troop was inercased from four to six guns, and to
handle this larger sub-unit a Captain was placed in charge.
Lt-Col Cormack had been anxious to seeure eaptaineys for
his own officers but the system of promotion at that time
was such that for the most part the new Captains were
posted to 8 Cdn LAA Regt from other units within 1 Cdn
Army. By April this posting was virtually complete and
by that time also the Regt had received equipment on o
seale sufficient to Lring its total strength up to the required
fitty-four guus.
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40, — Meanwhile in hockey the Regt began to appear as &
yather important entity, Having wou the Brigade champion-
ship on 27 Jau the 8 LAA team took the measure of a
soxtot from 11Q Squadron to win the championship of
1 Cdn Armd Div. The team entered the Army championships
and was soundly trouneed by a First Div aggregation.
Novertheless 1o Licutenaunt Roy White and his henchmen is
due much eredit.

100, — For most of the Regt, the carly spring traiving of
1943 followed an unvarying pattern. There were depley-
ments and demonstrations, gun drill and lectures and the
usual instruction which was so much o part of the daily
existence of every unit in Fngland at that time.

101. — On the 21 Teh the fiving parties of 70 and 101 Btys
went again to Cark eamp for further shooting. They retur-
ned having completed the series ol shoots on 13 Mar.

102, — While they were away a work party at Newlands
Corners was busily engaged building a uew kitehen from
serounged materials. Some of our of ficers were detailed
for umpires on excereise Spartan and in a short time Jear-
ned mueh about large scale operations. But most useful of
all this training were the three-day schenies, during whielt
troops, complete with G1098 stores, deployed, moved and
redeployed,

103, — While training of ths Btys not on sites was thus
woing forward, the 102 Bly at Borden witlh ADGE was
having its moments. To many people in Southern Jingl
the daily alerts had beeome o commonplace and prosaic
matter and no oceasion for either exeitement or alarn.
But for every man on ADGT ecach air raid was a period of
tension and steain. During o forty-nine day period the
102 Bty responded to over two Tnmdred and ten separate
alerts, with cach alert calling upon the men for the maxi-
mum of keenness. Avyone who has lived through the L-
wtion of reeing out to the guas time aftor time fur woeks
on end without firing a shot or sceing a plance will uniers-
taand what o drnin on enthusiasm and morale sueh an
experienee can be. A units, on duty twenty-four hours
u iy, seven days aoweek, vngerly seanning the horizen for
hostile aireraft are among the unsuug heroes of the war.

104, — During the period at Borvden however the gunners
of 102 Bty were not entively disappointed. On 10 Feb an

alert sent the detaclments serambling out to tho guns. it

wis a misty day. Suddenly almost ol tree-top height av
Do 217 with engines full out weunt Tluxhing by. It was
o forlorn hope but some of the guns opened up. No hits
were ebserved aund in @ mowent the plane was gobbled up
in the mist.

105, — Two days later ,F7 troop had another chance.
Again it was a diffieult target — a high flying Ju 88 which
was a receding target alveady when spotted. The guns spoko
ponin and chis thae, as it dsappe ~! into the cisuda
rounds were seen to stike its tail suvfaces. The plune was
not seen to erash however so the claim was not presscd.
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106, — The Regt was relieved of its operational role at
Borden and the 102 returned to Newlaunds Corners on 29 Alar.
But despite the boredom and fatigue involved in manning
the sites, the Bty had so much enjoyed the operational
Jfeel”” that it actually regretted leaving the discomtorts
of Borden.

107. — The Bofors guns have always been primarily consi-
dered as anti-aireraft weapons. For anti-tank work however,
armour picrcing shot is provided and from the beginning
some training was obtained in this type of shooting, In
April 1043 the cmphasis on anti-tank cngagements  was
increased and on 9 Apr the troops were sent to Lydd, Kent
for anti-tank shooting. The guns proved nceurate, very
well ndapted for shooting AF'Vs and as later events were
to show, fairly effeetive against light armour.

108. — The AA line was not ignored. Avrangements were
made to obtain air cooperation from Mustangs of the
Tuetical Air Foree which gave layers in particular execllent
following practice. The 102 Dy, whicll beeause of its
operational role at Borden had misced some AA firing,
wis gt to Cark for cight days commeneing J1 Apr during
which time its gun drill and general training were brought
up to date. . :

109, — Up At Clacton, the practice o i using w demounstration
troop from 8 LAA continued, and the enthusiasm of the
CLG 1z it enmp proved that the success of 7 troop
in sucl a vole merely indicated u high standard withiu the
Reet. Tt was during such a period as demonstration troop
that ,BB' troop 7O Bty partook of a night engagement
against hostile aireraft. Approximately ut 0025 hours on
the 15 Apr 43 a considerable number of cnemy planes passed
over the firing eamp at Clacton. Every gun in the place
apparently opened up, and ,B77 troop, not to be outdone,
helted away sixty-one rounds. In such eases claims are
difficult to assess, but by the combined  hawrage two
aireraft were knocked down.

110. — lxcoreises continued to be the subject of mueh of
the Regl’s training and on T4 May it moved of [ in convoy
to take its part in Gunbuster IL The loeale for this
exereise wus in the environs of Alfriston. During Gunbuster
10 whicl was the first large scale exercise in which the
§ LAA Regt had been involved it was found that in many
ways the Regt was superior in training to most of the
other units in RCA 4 Cdu Armd Div. Fhere were of course
many items which required adjustment, but on the whole
the training had heen found to bhe remavkably sound,

111, — It was during Bxeveise Guubuster that the incident
oceurred which was tu bring for the Tirst time a decorution
into the Regt. ,, B’ Troop vehicles were coneentrated in
the 15 Field Regt area. A fire suddenly broke out in enc
of the gun-tretors which foaded as it was with patrol,
soull-arm and 40 mm ammunition could eusily have set the
entire park aflame. 11 10057+ Gur. Kustra J. realize:l the
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danger and leaping into the bhurning truck he drove it {o a
place of safety. Kustra made good his escaps just as the
40 mm ammunition started to explode and ror his gallani
act hie was awarded the BIIM.

112, — The Regt resumed normal activities on its return
from CGunbuster 1L Training parades continuned as usual,
until on 10 Jun, Newlands Corirers was evacuated and the
Regt moved to the south coast with RIQ at Stene Cross,
Sussex and the Btys respeetively at Stone Cross, Westham
and Pevensey. !

Stone Cross, Sussex

1
10 Jun 43—25
Stone Cross
4
St. Agnes
\
‘ Stone Cross
+

Stone Cross

Sep 43

113. — The Regt had no sooner arrived in the Stone Uross
region when it was learned that a Dty plus o troop would
have to deploy on sites at Borden. The 101 Bty plus A"
troop, 70 Dty, was sclected for this tusk wd moved off
on 11 Jun 43 to oceupy sites there. The halanee of the
Regt commeneed at ouce an intensified programme ot anti-
tank training which culminuted o a successful shoot o
Lydd, Kent anti-tauk ranges during the week 16-25 June

114. — The 101 Bty plus ,,A’’ troop was relioved at Borden
on 10 Jul and on the following day the firing parties from
all Btys left by road and rail for No. 1o LAA Practice
Camp which was located at St. Agnes, Cornwall. Excellent
convoy training was obtained on the three day trip down
to Cornwall and three hundred and tweaty-nine miles without
a hreakdown indieated a high meelanieal standard in the
vehicles. The Regt remained in Cornwall until 25 July
and although plagued by bad weather which preveated air
cooperation Tor much of the time, the gunners learned many
a new wrinkle while at the camp. In particular, naval type
sights, used in coujunction with 40 mm cquipments were
tried out. Results with this type of eye-shooting”” exeeeded
expeetations and  the men were soou capable of firing
acceurate rounds by this means of fire control. The firing
parties left St. Agnes for their Sussex billets 25—26 Jul
and by the 31st of the month the 70 Bty was back on the
Familizr Borden sites,

115, == From the date of its return from St Agnes o its
departure from the Sussex areg, the Reet had a finger in
many an operational and instruetionnl pie. Almost never did
it function as a Regt during this period. A smadl group
of speeinlists, a troop or an independent Bty was split off
from the Regt from time to time as the vavious tasks came
up. RJILQ. vemained at Stone Cross during this partienlar
month and administered as hest it could its widely dispersed
sub-units. During the whoele period, teaining (with emphasis
being shifted to the study of mines and booby-traps) was
carried on as the eireumstanees allowed.,

116, — In ling with this piccemenl employment of the Regt
were sueh tasks as providing AN proteetion to various Regts
assembled  For inspection, sending groups of umpives on
exereises Blast [ and Blast 11, and parlaking in LAA
schemes during the period. One extremely userut wnd infor
maiive hit of training was obtained in Exereise LAN staged
3 Aug 43, In ihat excereise, abreraft from 83 Group R.ALT
attacked typieal Vo Ps (e objeet Deing bothe for the flyers
of the TV, to find out new means ot attacking FLAK
positions and for the LAN to obtain experience in fighting
off the nirernft. The oxeercise was o wreat suceess, awd
impartial umpires declared that the guns had suceessfully
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wengaged”” the attacking planes. A small - group  of

specialists departed also to partake in Fxeereise Snaffle,
but ,,other requirements’’ forced its premature return on
the 11th of the month.

117. — These ,,other requirements’® were engendered by
[xereise Harlequin, For muany months the Luftwaffe had
been hording its planes against the invasion of the contiuent.
Numerous stratagems had bheen tried in order to coax it o
its destruction in the air. inally it was decided to sail
an amphibious force out into the channel in a moek invasion.
This, it was hoped, would bring up the German air foree,
and would enable the allies to deal a death-blow to the
fighter wing of the enemy .

118, — This excercise caused the entire Regt to be
cniployed on operational duty. On 13 Aug the 102 Bty
complete, plus ,.J77 troop 101 Rty deployed to defend
two advanced R.AT. landing grounds in the Staplehurst
and Ileadeorn areas in Kent. It was from these fields that
part of the air cover for Harlequin was to be launchied, and
it was felt that the dromes should be covered by LAA guns
in case of counterattucks from the air,

119, — 101 Bty was also used in Harlequin. 117 and ,,G”’
troops oceupied sites along the coast at Newhaven as a
defenee aguinst low  flying intruders. Mcanwhile 70 Bty
remained under command 1 AA Brigade to proteet the Bor-
den V.P.

120. —- As it transpired, Fxereise Iarlequin did not achieve
its ohject. The barges sailed out almost in sight of Frarce
without interference. No German planes attacked the lan-
ding grounds. Therefore as the end of the month of Sep
tember approachied the Regt was gradually released from
its multifold tasks, The 70 Bty returned to the Regt from
Bovden on 22nd and ou the following day moved noerth to
Mareh, Lanes. The remainder of the Regt handed over its
sites on the 25th and after a long convoy RHQ established
itself at Wisbeeh, Cambs, while the 102 Bty went te Chat-
teris in the same county, The 191 Bty concentrated iwo
troops in Wisbeeh, with one troop being detached at Llm,
Cambs. T'rom this arca the Regt was in position to take
part in the autumn excercises whieh were impending,

¥

Cambridgeshire and the Fall Manocuvres
26 Sep 43—0 Nov 43
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121. — There was very little time for parts of the Regt fo
pshake-down’’ in their new quarters hefore they were of
again on excercise. The 101 and 102 Btys had a brief
breathing spell after the journey north but almost immed-
iately RILQ and the 70 Bty departed for a two day seheme
Takex (the withdrawal of an armoured division less an
armoured brigade).

122, — The scheme itself was conducted in the Hillorough
arca and the CO while making his way to Div HQ was
suddenly pounced upon and captured by the Lake Superior
Regt. It proved however easier to capture than to hold
Lt-Col Cormack, and very soon Le was on his way again
leaving the Lake Sups a little uncertain as to what couise
they should have taken.

123 — LA and B’ troops were employed covering
erossings of the river Wissey. Llveryone got thoroughly
soaked in the rain and after three days of intricate
manocuvering the cease fire was given,

*
124 — On the 5 Oct the Lichelon Group under the paymaster
supported by troops of 102 Bty went of an administrative
exereise  kuown as  Addex. The following day advance
parties left the Wisbeeh area for Newmaurket and on S Oct
the 8 Cdn LAA Regt wmoved to that vicinity, R1Q oceupied
White Lodge, and the 70 Bty went to Links Stud. The 101
meanwhile moved into Chevely Stud and the 102 found
billets at Dillingham,
125. — On the arrival at Newmarket the Regt continued
its preparations for the large seale excereises that were ‘o
come. The 102 Bty went to Heacham on the Wash for firing
on the 14th of the month, but was unable to shoot due %o
bad visibility. The other Btys and R11Q remained busy with
maintenawee  and  administrative preparations for the
schemes.

126. — On 18 Oct the Regt departed from Newmarket o
Jjoin the Div for Kxeercise Grizzly. In this Bxcercise 70 Bty
was to supply AA detence for 4 Cdn Armoured Rrigade,
101 for the gun arca and 102 for 10 Cdn Infantry Brigade.

127, — The exeerciso had heen aptly named. It was o grizzly
six days of soaking rain, mud, fog, night moves, accidents,
miswdventures and complete  discomfort. It did however
accomplish what it sct out to do. It gave everyone from the
GOC to the last Private a taste of large seale movement
and munocuvre and a realtistic opportunity to test administra-
tion and operational tacties wmwder very adverse conditions.
The long colimns stalled on the roads, the difficultics of
communication and supply, the hardships of night moves
carried out in complete black-out, the deployment in erowded
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arens. Al these features and many others were (‘Il('.OlllltC}'l?d
and mastered during the six days manocuvering, Nnﬂnn;_'.
like Grizzly ever happened on operations, which in itsell
probably fully justifies the exereise.

125, — The 8 Cdn LAA Regt returned to ihe N(‘.\vmark(‘t.
aren for o week of conferences and  post  mortems, of
maintenance and of rest. A.great many lessons had been
loarned on Grizzly and immediate steps were taken to plug
the waps in training, wherever they were found,

190, —- On | Nov the Regt was again oo the road ]‘()l]i!l‘,:‘
towards  the  Thetford and  Stanford Dattle Arca '1‘01'
Iixeorcise Bridoon. Reduced to its simplest terms, the tectical
situntion was this: a chrome niine of great importance was
located direetly hetween the 4 Canadian Armoured Div :1{111
9 Armoured Div (Br). Fach division sought to captl.u'o the
mine sund hold it long enough to extract the ore. Whiehever
suecossfully  secomplisiied  this task woer. Ino Rxeereise
seidoon the 70 Bty had a bridge-kolding role. The 101 Bty
deployed to proteet the infantry wnd in wddition was used
Lo cover cortain defiles against attack. The 102 provided the
sumbrelli”' for the gun area.

120, — From the stirt Bridoon was a muck more interesting
and  suceessful  exercise  than Grizzly. For  the I‘_.‘\:\.
particularly the advent of Lhostile’” aireratt on hehalf m’
the 9 Armd Div was stimulating, Numerous ,,l‘llg:lg("lll(.‘llt.\‘
took place and numerous | kills'” were recorded, Again there
were lone blacked-out moves after dark; the deploying and
redeploying; the inevitable rain. But the l.\'l-g’l had 'lv:u'uml
its Jessons from Grizzly well, and it funetioned during the
entive exereise like wowell-otled maehive.

Compo aguin!?! Let's gel erackin® wilh that Sien!
Norfolk 1945.
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131. — The feature of the cxeercise eame on 3 Nov when
9 Armd Div, beaten to the mine, staged a terrific wrmonred
attack. Bofors. guns of the Regt, deployed welt foruned
in the infantry area wero among the first anti-tank weapons
that the tanks encountered. Cunningly econcealed Bofors,
hidden in the lines of hedges and in every nook and eranny
(ny one trooper suceinetly put it — ,How the Christ many
Botors are there in a division anywayi’’) sniped at the
armour from all sides, and when finally the referees ordered
neease fire’’ the gunners were satisfied with the soundness
of their tactics.

132. — The ,ecease fire’’ Bridoon was accompanied Ly an
AA alert and the Bofors were immediately manned for a
genuine shoot. Adreraft were heard throbbing overhiead and
a heavy AN Bty in nonearby town sent up o barrage, Fresh
from its mythical kills on Bridoon however the 8 LAA got
no chance to draw real blood.

133, — At the termination of Bridoon the 4 Cdn Armd
Div moved to a concentration area near Barton Mills, The
exercises were over. On 5 Nov the long move south was made
and at dusk the 8 LAA rumbled into Pippingford Purk
Camp, its winter quarters for 1943,
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13-t — Mention the word ,rest’’ or ,councentrate’” or any
synonym which may come to your mind and watch the
eyebrows of the LAA gunners up. ,Rest?’’ he will say
with a world of skepticism ,never lwmd of it!”’

135. — Certainly the word ,vest’” has for the LAA Regts
a ditferent meaning than for other army units. It was so
in England and it was so on the continent. LAA Regts in
ldl"lllld were either \1">'ulmly training or on op(‘x.ttlomﬂ
rales. Seldom did they rest, in the accepted Army sense

136. — The Regt installed itself in its chilly quarters at
Pxppuwl‘oxd Park on G Nov., It had been promised a rest.
But it came as no surprise to the gunners when they learned
that the fighting echelon would proceed to Stifikey Camp
for firing practice on 10 Nov. To them that was a normal
rest.

137. — The journey to Norfolk was by ruil, and the Regt
entrained at nearby Forest Row. There was little to distin-
guish the trip to Stiffkey from that to any firing camp,
except perhaps that the weather was colder even than usual
it scemed. There was one innovation which the gunners
enjoyed. Two drogues were towed in the sky at the same
tinte, and in addition a mock tauk was available for
shooting. The detachments with plenty of ammunition this
time had o chance to sce how quickly they could change
from one target to another., The R(‘g,t as a whole did very
well at this sort of thing, and again emphasized its preven
excellenee, both in AN .uu[ nnt ltlnk shooting

Skypilot Mc Connell and lis sheeps, England 1944,
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138. — The Dtys had returned from Stirfkey to Plppm"'i ord

Park by 24 Nov. On the 25th" two treops fram the 70 Dy
were off to give AA prnlw:‘.un ta o Cdn Avond Brigade at
Lydd. Then came ,,G’’ troop’s turn. Units of 2 Canndiun
Intantry Div were holding excercises and that troop provi-
ded the AA cover.

139. — On 8 Dee the 8 LAA Regt went under command
5 AA Brigade R.AL and moved to the south const for vpern-
tional duty. RHQ was sct up i Hove, while the troops
deployed on ADGB sites at Shorelim, Worthing, Portslade,
Littlchampton and Borden. The units remained deployed
on these sites for a month and a halt spending Christaas
manning the guns. Night after night they were alerted by
hostile airerafr. The ill-luek which Laul dogged the Regt from
the first persisted and not one round was fired in anger
during the entire period.

140, — In order to keep the men on their toes during this
trying period of inaetivity numevous high officers took it
upon themselves to stimulate interest by inspections. Always
outspoken, these visitors did schieve the result of stimulating
the detachments on the guns. On sueh an inspection one
Iinglish Brigadier descended upon o gun-site under the com-
mand of B13307 Sgt (now BSM) J. A. Lodge. At every
turn the® Brigadier had some new  suggestion or  some
penetrating eriticism to make. Sgt Lodge was driven from
pillar to post under a harvage of acrimonious vemarks., At
last thoroughly blistered by the Brigadier’s comments,
Sgt Lodge looked him in the eye and in Tis most impeecable
manner sa'ul »Well thank you sir, for being so frank?’’. No
record was kept of the Brigadier's veply.

L — There had from time to time been rumours from
high sources to the effeet, that 20 mm guns would be added
to the WI of LAA Regts, Tor this reason many officers
and NCOs were trained on this type of weapon. When in
December 100 CLB. requested  instructors on 20 mm
cquipments the § LAA Regt was able to set up a school for
the infuntry at Possingworth Park under Licutenant 1L S.
Lockwood. By the 21 Jan when the detachments turned
over their sites to men of 3 Cdn LAA Regt RCA the sehool
had wound up its affairs and 10 C.L.I. personnel had been
well instructed on the seerets of the Polsten 20 mm gun,

142, — The return to Pippingford Park was the signal for
a strenuous campaign on mine-clearing and allied subjeets.
Sclhools were established in the Regt and under trained
personnel all ranks were instructed and tested on cnemy
mines and hooby-traps.

143. — On 4 Feb the new commander of 2 Cdu Corps,
Lt-Gen Simmonds, DSO, OBI, inspected 4 Cdn Armd Div,
As usual the 8 Cdn LAA Regt was called upon to supply
AA defenees to the various coveentration arcas. Neverthoe-
less n large proportion of the strength was available 1o
parade for the inspection newm "L’qmnmfoul Park. Tt was
an exceptionally eold raw day, and the steadiness of the
men was a fine tribute 1o their training and discipline,
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14 — The fighting echelon of the 8 LAA went to Beachy
Head ranges on 6 Teb for anti-tank shooting. Veterans by
this time at the engagement of dummy AFVs, the gunners
filled the moving targets full of neat round holes.

145. — Normal training was earried on for the balance of
the month. Lessons were learned and re-learned and deploy-
ments practiced again and. again. War ix fortunately a
dynamic  thing  and  new  techniques and  equipment
constantly kept an edge of interest to what otherwise would
have been a most monotonous period of instruction.

14G. — Trained to a fine point and raring to go, the gun
group of the Regt entrained for practice camp at Cark on
25 IT'eh. The 8 LAA Regt was now well known iu this
practice camp and the instructional staff was prepared for
some excellent shooting. What in faet it saw was the
most phenominal shooting ever done by a LAA Regt in
Great Britain. At all forms of fire control the gunners of
the Regt were deadly and long before the series of shoots
was finished it was obvious that all previous standards of
LAA shooting had gone by the boards. To punctuate the
results aireraft-recognition teams from the Regt established
a new reeord for Great Britain in that phase of training.
When the Regt left Cark on 9 Mar it had the reecord for
line of sight rounds and for hits as well as the A.R.
championship ot Great Britain sceurely tucked away.

147, — Life for the stay-at-lomes of the Regt at Pipping-
ford Park had not meanwhile Leen dull. Tt was a period ot
important inspections and on 28 and 29 of Fehruary and
9 April respectively they were paraded suecessively for
Maj Gen Warthington, General Bernard Law Montgomery
and ILM. the King.

148. —— Reecces had already been carried out for a new eamp
south of Pippingford when the Regt returned from Cark
Despite the construetion of vehicle standings and other
improvements in the old arena, it had been decided that
other accomodation wis to he oecupied Ly the 8 LAA Regt.
On 9 Mareh the lines of Tippingford Park were vaeated
and the Regt moved into Possingworth Park Camp.

Possingworth Park, Sussex
16 Mar 44—27 Jul 44
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149, — In a remote part of Susscx, about four miles west of
the village of Heathfiekl lies Possingworth Park Camy, so
called because of its prosimity to a hotel of {he same name.
The Camp consists of & battered group of drab Nisson liuts
distributed with supreme abandon on a gentle slope runuing
down to a charming little luke, The arex is famous for the
rhododendrums in the spring, the dalhias in the fall, and
the mud all the time.

150. — It was to this camp that RHQ, 70 and 101 Btys
repaired on 16 Mar &b 102 finding tue facilities erowded
at Possingworth Park, remained only ane night, moving
the next day to the Burwash area nearby. The 102 Officers
Mess was establishied "in the vieinity of the Liell kun, The
troops, detached, found comfortable billets close at hand.

151. — On the 17 Mareh the Regt was augmented by three
new 20 mm troops. They had formerly Leen part of 7 Cdn
LAA Regt RC., which had shortly been disbanded, and
the W.Ii. of the 8 LAA Regt had been altered <o include
one extra troop per Bty. Their establishment ealled for 20
mm Polsten guns on a scale of six per {roop, but on arrival
at Possingworth this equipment was not yet available.

152, — The arrival of these three new troops made the
5 LAA Regt RCA cusily the largest Regt-in the Division
and one of the largest in the eutire Dritish army. It ook
a certain amount of time digest them into our organization.
Most of their personnel had served for several years with
the 7 LAA Regt and were understandably hitter at <{he
change both of Regts and of cquipments. This attitude
altered as they became more familiar with the 8 LAA
set-up and they soon beeame as enthusiastic about their
Polstens as they had cver been with the Bofors,

153. — March and April were months devoted to {raining
in all forms, with operational roles coming up cvery few
days demanding the services of one or more troops of the
Regt. On 22 March 70 Bty deployed to give AA protection
to § Anti-Tank Regt RCA. On the 30th of the month 102
Dty deployed in the arvea Arundel to cover 6 Cdn Infantry
Drigade. Aud numerous schemes on a Bty and troop level
were earried out during the period.

15+, — Gun-pit blowing became a part of the {raining.
Competitions were held between detachments blowing and
detachments digging gun-pits, and it was found that {here
was little to chooss hetweer the two methods, 101 and 102
Btys in purticular investigated the merits of both types of
construetion rather earetully.
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155. — The units speut the first three days of April at
Lydd, Kent on the anti-tank ranges. The weather was on
the whole very good and some first class shooting materja-
lized. A first elass yarn concerning Capt W, €. Burge also
emerged from the expedition.

156. — Capt. Burge, Troop Commander [ A’’ iroop was
moving his guns down to.the firing point one afternoon.
There had been several administrative lapses by the camp
staff that day and Capt. Burge was seething with righteous
indignation. Now to top it off, he had no instructions as ta
where to put his guns. At firing eamps, each LG, on ihe
staf £ (normally with a Captain’s rank) wears a red band
on his cap as a symbol of his appointment. Capt. Burge
caught sight of such a eap and racing over he spun its
wearer around and demanded ,,Where shall I put my guns$”’

157. — The wearer of the ved band looked at him in
amazement. ,,1 beg your pardon!™ he exclaimed,

135, — Capt. Burge repeated the question with greater
emphasis,

159, — A ghost of a smile flickered aeross the officer’s face.
.Loreally don’t know'” he replied, ,I suggest you ask one
ol the staff. 1 am Brigadier Lane’’,

160, — By April it was felt that ,1D7’ Day for the invasion
of the continent was drawing close at hand, Each day the
sky was full of bombers of the US AN, winging theiy
way across the sky to bomb enemy tavgets, and cach niglt
the carth shook as RUA, Jheavies?’ took to the air
Special instruetions and intelligence marked ,,Top Sceret”’
kept the orderly vooms hunming. The feeling of wension
was also heightened by eertain extraordinary  preparations
which had not heretofore been gaken,

Ford 40 mm S.P. (convertible) 1244 modcl,
(See your local dealer!)
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161. — One of these preparations wax the training of
AL personnel in the water proofing of venieles awd suns,
Wading pools near at hand o M. were constantly iu use,
and courses ran full blast training drivers in ihe complic-
ated task of water-proofing their - chicles,

162, — A further change in the W.I also ecame into eftfeet.
It had heen known for several imouths that self-propelledd
Jofors were to he issued in liew of tractor-drawn guus
o the scale of six per Biy. At a conference the CO Iaid
down the poliey that the third troop in each Bty, viz 6"’
W77 and d 77 iroops would be thus equipped, On 11 April
the first six of these mew eqguipments wrrived and were
distributed on the basis of twe per Bty., The S.P, guns
were  Mnglish-made and mounted oir Morris chassis. They
had heen provided with joy-stick control (power operated)
and for a time persouncl were trained ot this form of
control. Ivenis proved that operation of the weapon by
ihis means wuas unsatisfactory and eventually the power-
units and joysticks were removed.

163, — On 22 April a warning re Operation Overlord was
received and the following day, as if to elineh the thing
101 Bfy was summarily ordered to proceed to Portsmouth
on a special task.

164, — What was this special task which was so important
and so very seeret? General Montgomery had moved his
1L.Q. to the Portsmouth arvea to more closely superintend
the build-up for the invasion. And the 101 Bty lad the
honour of heing selected to provide cover for the 1Q there.
The Bty (plus , A7 troop, less ,J°7 troop) moved off on
2F April and deployed about the HHQ as orvdered where it
remained until S8 June 40 {ts orders were very striet, It
was absolutely not to five under any circumstances exeept
in case of a direel attack on the 11Q itsctf.

165. — As it happened no such attack occeurred. But the
general area of Portsmouth was soundly pasted by cnemy
bombers on several vecasions, and the men of the Bty were
often forced to sit grindipg their teeth while German T
bombs came serceching down, splatteving the wrea muel oo
closely for peace of mind,

166. — Back at Possingworth careful training continued.
On 25 April ,,B’" and ,,D’’ troops were out on operations
during Excereise Lift. Three days later 70 and 102 Diys
returned Lo Belle Toute Ranges at Beachy Thead for anti-
tank shouoting. Soon too, return trips to Clacton-on-Sea for
firing were iustituted with 70 and 102 Btys rotating.

167. — A task for 102 Bty (plus ,J77 troop 101) came up

on 17 May. Right Hou, W, L. MuaeKenzie King, Prime
Minister of Canada was to inspeet elements of + Cdn Armd
Div, and it beeame the task of the troops mentioned to
ensure that the coneentration of cquipment and disting-
uished personnages was not molested by the Luftwaffe,
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165, — Tt was o singuinely impressive mareh past with
almost every form of weapon in 4+ Cdn Armd Div on parade
exeept the DBofors guns. These were perehed on the tops
of lonely hills or tucked away in cleverly-sited positions,
watehing and almost hoping that intruders would come to
permit them to display their wares. Needless to  say,
intruders did not interfere.

169. — Further changes were proposed for the flexible.
LAA W.L. MHigher authorities scriously contemplated
providing the 20 mm troops of the 8 LAA Regt with L2
mortars. A course for training the men of these troeps
with 4.2 mortars was at once started under the auspices of
the New Bruwnswick Rangers. On 23 May on o demonstration
shoot they displayed great accuracy with the mortars
dropping bombs very close to targets 1800 yards distant.
On 23 May also the Bofors troops of 70 and 102 Btys found
themselves with an operational job. Gen Eiscnhower inspec-
ted 4 Cdu Armd Brigade on that day. Dotted around the
armour were the watehful Bofors guus of the 8 LANA Regt.

170. -— In the Portsmouth arca the 101 Bty had a ring-side
scat at the greatest marshalling area of them all. Long
convoys of water-proofed vehicles rolled incessantly towards
the port until the whole arca was saturated with military
equipment. In the harbour hundreds upon hundreds of small
boats of all deseription rode at anchor while further off
shore the black shapes of larger vessels dotted the water.

171, — By 3 Juno the coucentration was at its maximum,
There seemed not a square foot of land available for mili-
tavy equipment. The roads, the streets, the fields were
choked with men and supplies, ,,D?’ Duy was surely close
at hand — but when?

172, — An officer of the 101 Bty was sitting by the phone
in BUQ en 3 June when the bell jangled imperatively. lle
picked up the receiver and a voice from the other end of
the wire announced hbriefly — ,Strawberries are en sale
today’’.

173. — The offieer, mildly perplexed put down the phone.
It seemed a frivolous sort of a message to come over an
operational line. But out of a sense of duty he called up
the troops and asked them to submit their demands for
strawberries, never dreaming that hidden in that innoecent
sentence was the code which was to launch the world’s
greatest armada onto the beaches of Normandy.

174. — 6 June — ,, D’ Day !

175. — The whole world stood still with hated breath while
the allies performed the most difficult of all milifary
manocuvres —— the siezing and holding of a bridgehead on
the enemy oecupicd coast of Normandy. The air activity
was tremendouns and interspersed with the endless shuttle
of hombers und fighters were the glider trains hringing
reliet to the paratroops which had dropped 'the previous
night.
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176. — Waterproofing had heen going on apace at Possing-
worth, The 101 Biy, s task complete at Portsmouth,
hastened back to comuence preparing its equipment for
the voyage to Normandy.

177. — The 20 mm troops, now up to W.E. in Polsten guns,
were experimenting with grouud mounts improvized by the
RCEMLI scction of the Regt under Capt. llee Marion. In
trials they proved satisfactory and eonverted a high velocity
AA weapon into a deadly heavy machine gun for ground
shooting.

178, — On 10 June the last of the self-propelled 40 mm
guns arrived. Under the spur of the invasion the three
S.P. troaps worked day and night until the ncecessary
maintenance and modifications had been accomplished to
make them battle-worthy.

179. — Personnel of the Regt were sitting around their res-
peetive messes, or lounging in their quarters on the night
of 13 June talking with animation about the ecampaign in
Western Furope. Above the chatter of the conversation
came the creseendo drone of an aireraft heading towards
the camp. Talking stopped. llars were cocked in the direc-
tion o# the sound.

180. — There was something definitely wrong! The aireraft
was too low, and the beat of its engine too irregular to
be funetioning normally. People dashed outside, and those
with keen eyes perecived a glowing red light flashing
across the sky, accompanied by a deafening roar that rattled
the windows and drowned all other sounds. The thing
rumbled onwards towunrds London and in o few seconds was
out of carshot. Slowly the conversation was resumed.

181, — It was a day or twe
later that the cause of this
phenomenon  and  subscquent
similar disturbances was as-
certained. Then they knew!
The first .of the German
reprisal weapons — the V-1
— had been launched against
England!

182. — The Regt was on the ,main linc’’ for London of
these robomhs. At first it was quite a sport to wateh them
streak across the sky with fighters in hot pursuit. But on
the 17 of June onc of them, hit by Flak from the Guards
Armd Div just south of 1leathficld, suddenly cut out over
the eamp and came erashing to earth with a terrific explo-
sion ‘near the’ Possingworth Park Hotel. The Ilotel was
hadly damaged by the blast. Two people died as a result
of injuries received from the explosion. And Licutenant
W. S. Russcll was taken to the hospital with wounds from
fragments of the bomb. Thereafter a more healthy respect
for the missiles was vouchsaled.
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o Major-General Go Kitehing, GOC b Cdn Armd Div,
inspected  (he Regt oon 15 June, e brielly outlined the
role of the Div in operations to come and commented on
the splendid record of the 8 Cdu LAA Regt. The frank
address sent the gunuers back to their waterproofing with
renewed vigor.

184. — DBy the end of Juune waterproofing had been com-
pleted, AV, battledress had been issued and the Regt was
expectantly waiting orders to move. Hard fighting at Caen
and bad weather on the channel was holding up the move-
meut of troops however, and day alfter day went by without
word to leave.

185. — On the 28 June the 20 mm troops put on a show
for the GOC. They demonstrated their prowess with the
Polstens in a ground role and also put on a shoot with the
4.2 mortars. 1t was a first-class exhibition which thoroughly
pleased the General.

156, — Aati-Aireraft Command was busy setting up anti-
V-1 belts of guns in Sussex. The 8 Cdn LAA Regt was
called upon to deploy cighteen guns in a killing ground.
On the Gth of July three composite troops, ore from ecach
Bty, deployed south cast of Possingworth Park Camp.
187. — The troops found the ,,Divers’” were very diffieult
targets and it took several engagements before they were
able to obtain hits. On the 9th of July the ecighteen
detachments were sitting on their guns when the warning
cime. Byes strained to the south and finadiy a low, swiftly-
moving  speck was diseerned. L tremendous barrage  was
scut up and almost at onee hits were observed. The rebomb
came plunging to earth and exploded harmlessly in an
empty field. Which detachments had actually scared could
not be determined. All were sure that it was their gun
which had destroyed the homb.

Scratch one doodle-bug! That smoke on the horizon is it!!
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Orders!! Map-markers Burge, Mclville, Brown and Kennedy
do their stuff.

188.2— Again on the 11th of July the guns scored hits on
robombs one of which was seen to go erashing to the ground.
Again the eredit for the victory was impossible to place.
It was a suceess for the Regt wnd not for any one gun.

189, — Claims for botle these kills were submitted  and
months later it was learned that the 8 Cdu LAA Regt had
arned the distinetion of being the only Canadian Regt to
partake in kills of V-Is in the United Kingdom with its
own guns, The detachments were withdrawn from the shoot
on the 18th of July in order to prepare for the trip 1o
Normandy.

190. — 1t has been said that waterproofing had been com-
pleted by the end of June. However on the 9th of July,
new  Canadian-built Pord S.P. guns were provided to the
three S.P. troops, 1t meant mueh hard work for these
troops as the new cquipments had all to he waterproofed
and prepared for action in the shortest possible time, In
many ways they were superior to the Morris 8.Ps however
and painting and servicing them beeame a labour of Jove.

191, — There had heen mueh time  devoted  to o ground
shooting by the 40 nmun troops. Most of the of ficers and a
great proportion of the men had been trained in field
gunnery and they were convineed that the Bofors could he
a very useful field gun. In partienlar Tt-Col Cormack and
Licutenant Alex Cairns advocated this role for the Bofors
guns. On the Tth of July eround shoots were held at Lewes
which completely justified every claim which had been made
for the guns. They were exceedingly acemate, easy to Jay,
and provided a substantiad buest whicle vouti undoubtedly
be most unpleasant in the neighborhood of the target area.
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192, — DBy the 16th July sufficient ,elbow-room’? had heen
won in Normandy to wareranl the use of the 4 Cdn Arind
Div. On that date the advance party of the Regt headed by
Lt-Col Cormack, Licutenant A. I1I. Brown and Licutenant
A. G. Bishop departed from Possingworth for France.

193. — The party went first to Portsmouth and on the
17th of July embarked aboard I.S.T. 160. This vessel stood
of f in the harbour during the night and the following day
siiled serenely acrvoss the Chunnel anchoring of f the Nor-
mandy heaches, Night vaids were staged by the enemy but
the anti-nireratt defences were so powerful that ihe
anchorage was not attacked.

194, — The rest of the Regt remained at Possingworth for
four days. In the grey light of dawn on the 21 July the
Regimental convoy moved off from Possingworth and star-
ted the road trip to Tilbury Docks. ;

195. — The 8 Cdn LAA Regt had made many trips through
Londou. Never did it have one like the unforgettable ride
to the marshalling area there on 21 July 44 The vehicles
spluttered aud popped under their water-proofing and many
stalled entirely until adjustments were made. When the
column passed through London itself V-1s were droning over
cutting out and falling to carth almost on top of the
convoy. Men on motoreyeles went through purgatory when
plaster and mortar from the damaged buildings of the city,
pulverized by a million turning wheels, got into their eyes
and throats.

196. -—— There was little respite at the docks. Robombs were
dropping and exploding regularly in the area. The Regt
itself expericnced no casualties from this cause, but some
other units suffered severely, Finally the Btys embarked
and their vessels slid noiselessly down the Thames, anchoring
off Southend for several days.

197, -— There was an atmosphere of unreality on board ship.
The sun shone down in all its splendor. The men sprawled
on the decks basking in the sun or played cards in the Jee
of the cabins, ,Ilorse races’’ were staged and excitement
reached o fever-piteh, Kach night too, like a pyrotechnie
display put on for our benefit the AA of London staged
its famous show as the buzz-homb attacks inereased in,
intensity. Talk about a ,,Phoney’’ war!

198, — TIinally came the end of the recess. First {lie ship
carrying the 70 Bty, then that with the balance of the Regt,
slipped down the coast under cover of darkness and in o
short unmolested journey carvied the 8 Cdn LAA Regt to
the coast of France. On the atternoon of 27 July the Jow-
lying hills and the chureh spires of Normandy were first
scen, and in a few hours the vessels were lying off shove in
the melee of ships and cquipment about the beachos at
Courseulles-sur-Mer.,
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Opemtion Totalize

On 29 Jul 44, £ Cdu Armd Div (which had completely landed
by 27 Jul) came under command of £ Cdn Corps and two
days later the command of all formalions of 2 Cdn Corps
passed Lo Fivst Cdn Avmy. This drmy was engaged at the
time dn the great holding role which was to permit the
cventual  American  right-hools””  to cdrgentan. cls  the
sttuation deteviorated on the enemy’s left flunk v beeame
nceessary for him to wealken the strongly-held line barring
the southward drive of 2 Cdn Corps towards Falaise, IV hile
2 Cdn Corps was planning operation ,,Totalize’’ which was
to smash Cerman resistance north of Falaise, 3 Cdn Infantry
Div was withdrawn for a rest and refit. 4 Cdn Armd Div
replaced 3 Div an the line on 30 July, 19441,

During the period of plunning which preceded \,Totalize’’
minor attacks were mounted by £ Cdn Armd Div, both for
the pucpose of maintainivg pressure and to give ballle
cxpericnee lo the newly arrived troops. On 2 Auy the Line
and W clld Regt supported by tanks made an ausvee ssjul
attack on Tilly-lo-Campagne, Qu 5 Aug the Lake Seperior
Regt maode a somilarly vasuecessful alleel on Lo Hogue.
Meanmwhile operalion ,,Tolali~ " was being planned lo breal
through the three defence lines before Falwise, with 4 Cdn
Armd Div partaling in Phase 11, the break-threvah alony
the Haeutmesnil — St. Sgleain Live and Phase 111, the
cxploitation wbout Falaise.
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Phase I, the break-in, was assisted by heavy bombers of
Bomber Command. The sccond phase was supparted by
Fortresses and medium bombers of the 8th U.S.AAF. The
first phase of the operation commenced at 233G hours 7 Aug
44 and wuas completely successful, but the sccond phase
(which included the dropping of bombs in 4 Cdn Armd Div
arca by misguided Fortresses) was stalled short of its
ultimate objectives due to the quick deplaymeat of enemy
forces along « strong line passing through Quesaay 1Foods.
By the 11 Adug a static situation had developed.

199, — The main body of the Regt was preceded to France
by an advance party led by Lt-Col E. W. Cormack which
disembarked at 0400 hours 19 July at ,Jig’* Beaeh, near
Le Hamel, Normandy and by the 70 Bty which landed on
25 July. The baiance of the unifs went ashore on 27—28
July at ,,Juno’’ Beach by Courseulles-sur-Mer. Some of the
vehieles landed wet, some landed dry, but noune it trans-
pired required the claborate jeb of waterproofing which
had demanded 30 mueh of our time in England.

200. — Coursculles, a sleepy little IFrench village which had
been propelled by the fortunes of war into the midst of
a battle was now stunned and shocked by six week's war.,
On 28 June, miles back from the front, it remained a
serambled mass of stones through which the brutal bull-
dozers had driven a road. The civilians, still wary Jest
the Allies might yet be hurled back had iittle to say to
the lorry loads of troops which rolled steadily through the
rums,

201. — The first stop of the Regt was in a coneautration
arca near Cruelly. For miles, strewn about in the fields
of golden grain, the vehieles and personnel of «t Cdn Armd
Div felt for the first time beneath them the soil of ¥France.

202, — Disillusionment number onc came almost immediately.
The officers through foree of habit had deployed the guns
with a careful view to ares of fire and mutnal support,
and cach gunner had a conscious appetite for some honest-
to-goodness shooting. When o ,,hiold-fire’” vrder came down
from HQRCA therefore it was not happily received,

203. — The coneentration arca was well back from the lines
and out of range of hostile artillery. But cach night enemy
intruders eame in over the area to be greeted by great
salvos of AA fire. The real danger lay not in the enemy
bombers but in the shrapnel from our own shells, It was
this which created the unanimous urge to get deep into the
bosom of mother carth and caused the shovel to rcplace
the dog as man’s foremost friend.

20+, — It was learncd on 28 July that 4 Cdn Armd Div
would partake in a three-way change-over involving 7 Armd
Div (Br) and cffeeting the eventual relief of 3 Cdn Infantry
Div. The 70 Bty was alloted the task of protecting 10 C.IB.
while 102 Bty was given a similar role with ¢ C.A,3, The

-
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101 Bty and RHQ, less the CO’s Tactical H.Q., moved with
Div Arty to the Admn Aren. Reeces were completed an {la
28 July and linison with ile 4 Cdn LAA Rogr (2 14y
finally established so that on the 20th July the r'ir.st}ln.tj;'!u\'~
ment in Franee was earried out without llii’fi(-u!ty. The 70
Bty found that the AA defences about Caen were so swume-
rous that only one 40 mm troop and the Bty 20 mm troop
had space to deploy. The 102 Bty was able to deploy three
troops, keeping one in reserve with the Admn Group, while
101 Bty complete, moved with RHQ to an uupropos.’s(‘ssimr
field just south-west of the eity of Cuen. "

205. — A reshuffling of
the troops followed for the
next two days. Troops of
the 101 Bty joined in the
defence  of  Caen  and
eventually when the take-
over from 4 Cdn LAA was
complete RHQ itself was
established in the city. The
sub-units deployed in the
Caen defence were connec-
ted §o AAOR Dy line. Other
troops were by this time
protecting the HQ of 4 Cdn
Armd Div, of 4 C.A.B. and
of 10 C.LT. in addition to the 15 Ticld Regt RCA, the
4 RH.A. and the 23 S.P. Rogt R.C.A. '

206. — Cacen itself was of course a shambles. Great buil-
dings lay flat or were heaped like canyon walls on eitlier side
of the routes of supply. The whole atmosplere was pungent
with the sick, sweet smell of death. It was an unlicalihy
desolate, forlorn eity which had died an awful death.

207. — There was virtually no hostile aireraft action over
Caen during the hours of daylight, and ample breathing
time was found to adjust the organization to a war-time
operational basis. The cnemy was still tossing shells juto
the city, and on the 31 July ', J’? troop fired a fow rounds
at a stray V-1 which passed over the eity. But for the 40
mm troops which had been hoping for the first time to meet
the German airforee in strength, there was a feeling of mild
frastration at the scareity of aireraft. Two of the 20 mm
troops however, deployed forward of Caen with 4 C.A.B.
and 10 C.LB. respeetively found life more lively under
constant shelling and mortaring.

208. — There was a tragie side to life at Cacn. One of the
20 mm detachments was completely wiped out by enemy
S!IL‘HS. And at RILQ. a high-velocity gun which gave no
time to take cover swiftly snuffed out two lives and cansed
several other easualtios. But bitter thongh these losses were,
it remained for Allied aireinft to inflict the greatest dis-
aster ot the war upon the Regt. -

63



Caen

Caen

Caen

Caen

Caen

Caen

Caen

Caen

Caen

64

200. — With Totalize in the offing, the troops of the 8 LAA
Regt were briefed on their jobs. They were to stick with
and provide protection to the various units and 1LQs to
which they had been assigned right through ihe break-
through and exploitation. To preparve for this operation the
101 Bty concentrated at FPauberg de Vaucelles just outside
Cacn.

210, — ("7 troop was Lo be the fiest troop of the Bty to
move of . Intelligenee had been received that Phase 1 oof
the operation had suceceded on the night of 7—8 August and
the troop, lined up in close column was preparving to move
south in order to follow up the break-in at noon en the
8 Aug. Squadrons of American planes, the air support for
Phase II, were drifting overhead, returning from the sof-
tening-up of CGerman positions. Everything seemed to he
woing according to plan.

211, — Suddenly without warning, n cascade of American
hombs fell upon the 101 concentration avea. ,,J 77 troop and
L7 troop still dispersed and under cover eseaped very
lightly. But ,G’' troop, exposed and concentrated was
ripped asunder hy the explosions.

.

V12, -— No battlefield was cever more gory than the arca
that day. Guns lay in smoking ruins. Vehicles snapped and
erackled as the flames licked at their petrol tanks. Ammu-
nition of all calibres up to 40mm exploded all round. But
worst of all — ihe men !

215, = Sonmie were killed ontright by the hombs. Aany
others were wounded. But for the gallantry of those unhurt
the losses of wen aud equipnient would have heen staggering.
Outstanding in this resecue work was Lo 403 BSM O A
Moffatt who was later awarded the Croix de Guerre and
L 61838 Gur R, A, Bradshaw who was honoured by a M.1L.D.
But no man flinched or failed in that test of courage.

214, — To Licutenant R. M. Armstrong must go credit
for the most peuctrating remark of the time. 1lle was in a
frail lean-to when the bombs shook the earth about him.
Like any well-trained soldier Armstrong got as flat as
Lie could and stayed that way. When it became clear that
the raid was over he raised his head and sniffed the dust
that hung everywhere in the air,

215. — ,Boy!’’ he exclaimed ,,does that dust ever smell
wonderful!”’’ ) -
216. — The four dead and forty-nine wounded plus the dey-

astation of equipment of ,G*7 troop climinated 3t for a
foew days as a tighting entity. But while it was being
reinforced and re-equipped the other troops were earvying
out their AN functions.

917. — Phase I of the operation was only partially suceess-
ful. Instead of & swift war of movement ax had been antie-
ipated the advance down the main Caen-Falaise voad beeame
slower and slower until finally a statie type of war-fare

Cacn

Caen

resulted. Up in the thick of it, dodging the shells and
ducking the mortars were the roops of the 8§ LAN Hogt,
They moved and deple: el as the need arce, and were always
ready, willing and ahic to beatr off whatever planes the
cnemy had to send that wuy. Gerry, aware of the heavy
AA concentrations which lay south of Caen, rarcly sent
aiveraft over except at night. Whenever they came however
the blazing guns of the Regt dvove then of £ their 4 Div
targets, and sent them wheeling away in search of easier
prey.

218, — During this operation other gricvous losses were
inflicted on the Regt. On the ¥ August, the blackest duy
in the history of the 8 Cdn LAA Regt, both Captain 1. R.
Waldie and Eicutenant A, 1L Brown lost their lives through
German shell-fire. Captain Clivence Estey, of %77 Troop
was wounded the same day, while Major J. A. Cook, Bty
Commander of 70 Bty was also oevacuated with wounds in
the buek. The next day easualties continued high with both
Licutenant Allan G. Bishop and Licutenant David Rieardo
among the officers being hit. Truly the Regt was suffering
a painful battle inoculation. But ahlead too, the Germans
were being cut to picees,

219, —aIf the & LAA Regt was being hard-hit it was dealing
out some heavy blows as well. Particularly did the 20 mm
troops extract easualties from the enemy. On the 12 August
in support of the IS Armd Car Regt, ilicze iroops moved
forward to Pousst-la-Campagne, Mierville Ja Campagne and
La Bu sur Rouvres where they took on opportunity {argets
with their 20 mm guns. This type of shooting proved very
effeetive indeed and a savage vengeance was wreeked upon
German troops. The ground mounts, perfected on the Downs
of Sussex, worked without a falter, nnd the volume of
five laid down by these guns was terrifying to the enemy.




Opemlion Tractable ,
14 Aug 44—17 Aug 44 .

AL T

Tihe plan for this operation was to smash throwgh a sirong
anli-tank line held by the enemy along the River Laison.
Supported by two AGR.As plus the divisional artiilery of
the Jormations taking part, First Cdi Army also had lhe
cooperation of 1400 heavy hombers from the R.AF. whose
purpose was to destroy opposition around Potigny which had
stopped £ Cdn srmd Div in Operation Totalize, ITeving
carried the Laison Line the infantry and armour of 4 D
was then to move forward to the high ground around. Epaney
overlooking Falaisc and the escapz routes fo the ccst.

The attack began ot 1200 hours 14 August with the tanks
moving forward belind « smoke screen on a wide front
towards the Laison, Despite a mishap whereby a large num
ber of R.LF. bombs fell on Allied troops in the Hautmesnil
area, the Laison was carried Ly the tanks and Falaise was
taken on 16 August by 2 Cdn Inf Div. Meanwhile- 4 Div
moved onto the high ground north cast of Falaise cud was
preparing to drive on Trun.

St. Sylvain 220, — With each tvoop protecting ecither a HQ or a Regt
and moving with the organization it supported, a wide
decentralization of control existed during operations. The
C.0. maintained a Tactieal 11.Q with 11Q RCA, and cach
Bty had a small Tac HQ with onc of its troops. Where
possible the whole Regt was nctted in on a regimental
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net, but during the swift war of movement, D.R. was the
normal means of communication and often linison between
troops was difficult or virtually impossible.

221. — In Operation Tractable tha troops followed the
normal preeept of moving with and deploying to protest
the units with whieh they were associated. The weuther
which had sisiled upon Normandy since the first of August
continued  to support the offensive. 1t was a perfect
summers day for the big uttack.

222, — During the morning of the 14th Aug a terrific
build-up of every type of equipment had taken place north
of the Quesnay Woods. Besides the Canadian troops there
were Inglishmen, Seots and Poles, all armed to the teeth
and ready for the fray. The roads were choked with tanks,
guns and vehicles and every suitable ficld harboured at
least o complete Regt and often much more.

223. — The LAA troops of the Sth Regt were all teed up to
go forward. But never for a moment did they relax their
wateh for hostile planes and never did they place themsclves
in a position where in the full weight of their fire could
not at a moment’s mnotice' be delivered against possible
German aireraft. For cternal vigilance is the AA gunner’s
lot. *

224, — Bomber command R.ATF. was to intereede in the
action. Well knowing this, at 1200 hours of the duy of the
attack all eyes were expeetantly watching the horizon for
the vanguard of the Lancasters which were to dispose of
the immediate opposition on the front.

225, — Promptly at noon on the 14 August the first wave
of this tremendous foree of planes, flying low and fast,
appeared like a swarm of mosquitoes in the northern sky.
As they approached theiv bomb-bays opened.

226. — The Lancasters soared over head, past the guns.
past the massive array of armour and as they wheeled
above Quesnay Woods they released their bombs, A rumbling
like thunder shook the ground and a terrifie column of
smoke immediately went up from the target arca. More
planes came and still more. The world seemed enveloped
in the hum of their motors and the crump of their bombs.
This was air support with a vengeance!

227. — How many waves of the planes had gone over and
dumped their loads is difficult to say. I'or a few moments
the sky was clear as one wave of planes departed”and another
approached for its run. Then as the new wave bore down
upon the mass of allied equipment below it the homb doors
opened und the hombs, elearly visible to those on {he ground
:ame tumbling out and fell to carth in the widst of the
white-starred equipment.

228, — A tremendous pillar of smoke and flame shot up.
Other Laneasters seeing the  conflagration  added  their
contribution, Xndlessly they came pounding away at the
dense cloud of smoke taking a heavy toll of the wmen 2nd
supplies which were to support the iorward troops of
Operation Tructable.
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220, — The bombing stopped as suddenly as it had begun.
By far the largest weight had fallen on the enemy lines
and the objective which it set out to accomplish was achic-
ved. While the disaster was much more widely felt than
the Fortress hombing a few duays previous, the 8 Cdn
LAA Regt esecaped more lightly with five casualties and
two equipments damaged.

09

230. — Despite the disruption that the bombing caused
the Operation was sueeessful and a torrent of men and
material poured through the hreach to sustain the forward
thrust. During the night the anxious Luftwaffe put up
its heaviest bombers to shake our advance and destroy
our communieations. The Bofors gummers were ready for
this contingency. They filled the sky with IMlak and ,C’
troop 70 Bty was able to establish its elaim for a Ju 88
on 15 August as a rvesult of a successful shoot.

231, — The great colunm surged down to the Laison River,
flooded across it and spread over the anti-tank line which
manuned by fanaties oif the 12 S8 Division had so long
delayed the advance. Prisoners eame in by the hundreds as
the maelstrom moved relentlessly forward.

232, — DBy the 17 Aug, Falaise had fallen and the 8 LAA
Regt, forward with the spearhead of the 4 Armd Div, was
deployed along the chain of hills north cast of the City
of Falaise, spouts in the air and ready for business.

Closing the Gap
17 Aug 44—22 Aug 44

By midunight 16—17 August the gap through which the
remnants of the German 7 Army might escape towards ihe
Seine was being steadily narrowed by 2 Cdu Corps attacking
south from Falaise and by 5 U.S. Corps driving north
from srgentan.

As its part, 4 Cdn Armd Div Lad the task of attacking
south from the high ground cast of Ialaise and when the
infanlry brigade had scized a bridgehead across the <dnte
River at Damblainville, 4 Armd Bde was to advance along
the main Falaise-Mandcville-Trun road.

The altack of 4 Div went in on 17 lug, and failing to
carry the cAnte at Damblainville, the armour crossed the
Dives further eust at Mortcauz-Caulibocuf and then drove
south, Armour of 4 Div entered Trun on the 18 August.
The Div then plunged south towards Chambois but was
Ield up at St. Lambert sur Dives. Meanwhile the Polish
Armd Div, fighting a skilful and cxhausting battle lo the
left of 4 Div, was able by obtaining supplies by air, to
enter Chambois by the evening of the 19th and make contact
with Allied troops moving up from the south.

5 By these manocuvres the entire German Scventh Army had
been encireled by oAllicd troops. The mouth of the bag
between Trun and Chambois had been closed. For three days
the arlillery had o ficld day as it smashed the remains of
the trapped divisions of the Wehrmackt. The enemy made
scveral altempts to escape from the trap and conlinuous
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infiltration and attacks were carried out ageinst tie scction
held Ly formations under 4 Cdn Armd Div. With 12 Dr
Corps driving like a piston down the inside of the ¢ap
resistance collapsed by morning of 22 Aug and Cdn forma-
tions began forming pursuit groups for the chase lo ile
Seine and beyond.

933. — The troops of the Regt continued to afford the
maximum AA protection throughout the division during
this period of operations. The locale was the arca cast of
Falaise and around the town of Trun.

234, — The division had moved out of the rolling wheat
lands south of Cacn and was now fighting for the control
of n series of wooded hills from which it could completely
dominate the eseape routes by which the German Seventh
Army was exdeavouring to extricate itself. Fine weather
prevailed and dry ground greatly facilitated the heavy
movement of traops that the operations demanded.

085, — On 17 August the Regt was strung out along 2
wooded ecscarpment south of the villages of lkpaney and
Porrieres. It had arrived there by a series of swift moves
cross-country and at 1100 hours the troops were deployed
while awniting a further advance. ,G’’ troop had been
paurked on a heavily congested road and on Major R. d.
Hegan’s orders had been hastily removed from the road
and thrown into action in w convenient field.

036, — From the south a Formation of unidentified planes
aame snarling up. There was 2 moment’s doubt, and ihen
as the low wing, the sinister blunt nose and the charact-
cristie fin and rudder of the JUW. 190 were recognized up
went a volley of 40mm shells.

237. — From Scrgeant La
Rocque’s gun it .was a
picturcbook  engagement.
The indolent tracer, like
a cat playing with a mouse,
reached for a plane—mis-
sed—and reached again.
There was the characteris-
tic puff of Dblack smoke
and a wing was shorn of €
with surgical etficiency.
The guu swung ounte
another target.

938, — At the 102 Dty Sergeants Langford, ITolden and
Henderson trained three lethal streams of tracer against the
intruders. As they watched one—two—three planes came
carcening down to carth, while others mortally wounded
fluttered south to the dubious protection of their own lines.

Perricres

Trun

Trun

Trun

Trun

Trun

Trun

039, — 1t had been a scusational series of  engagements.
Three out of the twelve planes which came over had been
shot out of the skics. Scveral others had heen  seriously
cerippled. But more important still, the formation had heen
cut to ribbons and driven off at a moment when the division,
forced by defiles into long exposed columns was partieu-
larly vulnerable to air attack.

940. — The remains of the 20 mm troops also found action
in this operation. They had received orders to turn in their
equipment and return to the reinforcement pool for re-
deployment, but this process had not bLeen completed by
17 Aug. A ,buckshee’’ troop of nine guns on ground
mounts . under command of Captain W. M. Buck and
Licutenant A. D. MacLennan, vefusing to miss the battle,
attached itselt to the Lineoln and Welland Regiment as
supporting arm,

911, — This Regt ecame in for heavy fighting, for it was
the spearhead of the Division, and the first battalion to
cuter the key town of Trun. The whole of this spearhead
was armoured with one exeeption — the nine 20 mm guns
of the 8 Cdn LAA Regt. Iow they were able to survive
the journey to Trun mystified their armour-clad comrades.
I~[a¢eng' ronched the town however these detachments —
the remains of ,X77, ,, Y77, and ,,4’’ troops — immediately
proved their worth.

949, — West of Trun (which was a prineipal bolt-hole for
the cnemy) the Thin was in o frenzy. Like a great fish
the Seventh Army had been caught in 2 eiguntic net and
time and time aoain it lunged desperately at the meshes
which contined it. Numerous counter-attacks were Jaunched
against Trun but the infantry and armour held firm, The
Polsten guns of the 8 LAA Regt were muiderous and
demoralizing, Fach time they stopped firing German sol-
diers, their hands held high, raced over the surrender.

943, — The 40 mm troops moved to the Trun avea with the
main body of 4 Div, taking up defensive positions along
the castern cdge of the ,bag’’. Below in the valley they
could see the death struggle of an entire army.

944, — Allied artillery surrounded the enemy sweeping the
pocket from one end to the otlier. Planes of the Tactical
Air Foree which for davs had been ripping the retreating
columns of Germans to shreds, continued to ruthlessly
pound every moving object in the shrinking net. Fvery
high-way and bi-way was @ charnel-house of the slanghtered
foe. The devastation was incomparable, appalling.

913, — There was some infiltration through our lines.
Oceasional vehicles were able to slip through the cordon
of Canadian, British and American troops. But one German
half-track at lenst found eseape of that nature a dangerous
expedient.
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246, — On 20 August an armourcd troop-carrier loaded
with Germans came racing up the road and swung off
heading cross-country. Again Sergeant La Rocque and Ser-
geant Ienderson had a chance to prove their marksmanship.
Tracer whipped across the intervening 300 yards and
unerringly found its mark. The half-track went up in a sheet
of flame ant its surviving passengers were swiftly made
nrisoner. )

947, — Prisoners came in during the 21st and 22nd at such
a rate that it was almost beyond the ability of the division
to look after them. Lt-Col Cormack brought three in ot ihe
pistol-pomt himself. The 8 LAA Regt was ordered to strip
its detachments to the minimum in orvder to Lelp guard ihe
prisoncrs. The German however was beaten and  docile.
Perhaps one deterrant was the Freneh  Forces of  the
Interior. These men, armed with German cquipment had
no love for the enemy, and the prisoner who found himself
in the protective custody of Canadian troops had eause
to be thankful.

248, — The net had been wrung by night-fall of the 21st
August. But swift action was necessary to prevent the
remnants of the Seventh Army from joining up with troops
of the Fifteenth Army along the Scine. On the 23 Aug
therefore, the Regt redeployed for a swift move towards
Roucen.

Pursuit
23 Aug 44—11 Sept 44

Trun

7
b

5973 307 T P
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On 23 :Adug, 4 Cdn Armd Div on the right flank of the
drive of 2 Cdn Corps towards the Sciwe River moved of f
on a narrow front. Progress was ercellent and on 25 Aug
the Div erossed the Risle River at Foutaine, The leading
clements of 4 C.AB. rcached the Seine bilween Criquebenf
and Pont de L’:Avehe on 26 duy. By evening of that day
10 CIB had patrols across the Seine and the following day
the remaining battelions wmoved across in assault boats. By
the 27 Aug ferrics were in operation at Criquebcuf. Orders
were issued on 28 cug for £ Div to complele its crossing
and during the day 4 Cdn Armd Bde crossed the bridge
at Elbcuf while 10 CIB used the ferries at Criquebcuf.

The pursuit  continued at an accclerated pace through
northern Frawce. Formations from First Cdn Army swung
off to liberate the Channel Ports. 4 Div cdvanced rapidly
on a route parallel with the coast and belind the Ports, It
crosscd inlo Belgawm, was held up momentarily on the Glent
Canal, and then went forward towerds IHlolland.

Meanwhile 2 Br Adrmy was racing towards [olland, and
preparing the stage for the airborne atlempt to scize Arn-
hem and @ galeway o the north German plains,

249, — The war up until the 23 Aug had heen rather a

slugging mateh for the First Canadian Army. While the
Americans were stealing the headlines in a series of brilliant
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Recce Party? Or RCEME on the prowl? Who Lnows —
and who cares?

advances, the Canadians had been foreed to fight for every
inch of ground. But now the track was clear and General
Crerar’s forces were finally in a position to exploit their
great mobility.

250, — In 4 Div, pursuit groups, streamlined to include
little more than essentinl fighting persomnel were swiftly
orgimized. Tn the 8§ Cdine LAA Regl vehieles whieh had
heretolore been regarded as essential 1o fighting ef ficiency
were drapped of £ at Fehelon, Speed was the key-note an no
unnecessary eguipment  was  permitted to travel in the
vitnguards,

251, — The deployment of o LAA Regt is well suited to a
war ol movement and eonstant training in Hngland made
it possible for the § LAA Regt to move and deploy with
4 Cidn Div oso that at no time the column witheutd anti-
aireraft proteetion.

252, — The Div columns wheeled away on 23 Aug, a leng
sinuous  snake bristling with armour and armament. At
first movement was relatively slow. The roads werve littered
with destroyed enemy armour and guns, slaughtered by
rocket-bearing Typhoons of Tae Air force. So dense in
spouts was the debris that bulldozers were needed to plough
a path for the vehicles behind. *

O

255, — As Trun and its grizzly memories were left hehind
however speed  inereased. Opposition,  shatiered by the
disaster of the Sevenrth Army, had not yet reformed and
only occasionally was there more than slight resistance.
234, — The swift procession through Le Sap, Bernay,
Neubore and Tostes was a memorable one. In Normandy
the reception of the liberators had been somewhat phlegmatic,
But now the reserve was gone and in its stead was an
enthusinsm  which somchow scemed to justify the whole
conflict.

Neuborg

Tostes

Seine River

Criquebeuf

Klbeuf

Ernemeot
sur Buchy,
Hornoy

Pont Remy,
Epagny

St. Omer

255. — The column raced through towns and villages at
break-neck speed, to be hailed and cheered by wildly
escited town-foik. Vehicles were jelted with flowers and
fruit. At cach stop cofice or cognie were pressed on ihe
men by the deleriously happy French. Crude signs bearing
words of welecome and patriotic slogans were strung across
the roads. J'rom cach house the tricolonr ot France proudly
fluttered. Fven the weather seemed {o enter into -the
celebration. The sun shone brightly and warmly for almost
the entire period.

256. — On 26 August advance clements of the division had
reached the Scine. They included the ivrepressible 20 mm

men who had travelled with the Lincoln and Wellund Rewct.

257. — The Germans had rushed troops down from the P'us
de Calais region and it was considered possible that he
Seine might be stubbornly defended. Some opposition was in
fact encountered and some easualties were sustained. The
20 mm troop was firing across the Seine when a shell fell
in the Troop 11.Q. Ono man was killed, two were seriously
injured and Captain W. M. Buck himselt was wounded.
Similarly one 40 mm detachment was hit by a shell while
digging in near the river. Bight men were lost by ihis
mistortune, two being instantly killed.

258. — This opposition was soon overcome and in a remark-
ably short time ferries were plying back and forth across
the Scine. The fighting echelons of the Regt went across
at Criquebeuf and LElbeuf on 28—29 August. The ,A°7

“

Tichelon followed on 31st of the month.

9. — The yemains of the 20 mm troops were finally dis-
banded on 29 Aug. For over two-weeks they had evaded
their fate during which time their chattering Polstens
had written o deadly saga from Caen to Criguebeuf. But
now the demand for reinforeements prevailed even over so
valiant a record and the detachments fell back for dis-
banding. Fortunately many of them could be absorbed in the
Regt, and were able te continue the fight under the banner
of the 8 Cdn LAA Regt.

260. — On swept ‘the advanee towards Abbeville and the
Somme, On through Ernemot sur Buehy, on through Hornoy,
on to Hallencourt, on the Somme river. Aways the reeep-
tion was the same — the cheering crowds, the flowers.

261, — The Somme River was crossed at Pont Remy on the
3 Scp. For three days planning, re-deployment and main-
tenance went on in the arvea of Tpagny, where it was Jearned
that the Div was to drive on in two Dattle groups to an
arca north of Ghent. The C.O. sent 70 Bty to support 4
C.A.B. Group while 101 Bty went to 10 CIB Group. 102 Bty
remained with the Div Arty Regts.

262. — On G Sep the chase was taken up again. A swift
advance was made to St. Omer that day. Rain eame pelting
down here and eontinued as the mareh went on to Zeggers
but it proved only u local shower and svon the sun was
shining again.
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263. — Resistance was onee again beginning to swell, ,A??
troop ran into artillery fire in the village of Quuedypre
(near Bergues) and ten men were killed and five wounded
by direet hits on the convoy. But real opposition was still
some miles ahead.

2064, — On went the column through Dixmude eressing ihe
Belgian frontier on 8 Sep. The Belgians were delerious with
joy. As in I'rance flags were everywhere and as in @ranee
the reception of the troops was magnificant. A night was
spent at Gyverinehove and the next day a swift move ook
the Regt to the very outskirts of Bruges.

265. — Rapid movement had been the rule for so long {hat
when the Regt bivouacked on the 9th of September there
was every confidence that the swift pace would be resumed
the following day. In the next two days however the Regt
was coneentrated and it became obvious that something
abnormal was in the wind, I1Q kuew that the days of cheap
gains were virtually over. It knew that the infantry of the
division had more to do than one Brigade could reasonably
handle, and that the reinforcement problem was becoming
acute. And it suspected that somehow the 8 LAA Regt would
be called upon to provide the solution to the dilemma.

266. = Only too surely had the future been divined. On ihe
I1lth of September Lt-Col Cormack was summoned to a
conference at HQRCA. Ilere it was learned that in order
to provide reinforcements, three troops were to be taken
from the 8 LAA Regt and broken up. The remaining troops
which were to be completely equipped with self-propelled
guns, were to lose one man per detachment. And finally —
the six troops of the Regt were to park their guns in a
coneentration arca and relieve the Argyll and Sutherland
Highlanders (4 Div) in anc infantry role on the bridgehead
aeross the Ghent Canal on 12 Sep.

Ghent and Leopolc[ Canals
12 Sept 44—5 Oct 414

Druges

W hile the Second Br cdrmy was racing across Belgium and
Tollend n an cffort lo relicve the heavily beset airborne
forees which had leaded at  Adrnhem and Nimegan on
17 Scp, the Cdn AArvnig was finding stiff opposition along
the worthern fringe of the continent. The losk of the 4 Cdn
Armd Div was to eloar the area between Ghowd and the sea.

For the first time ~sinee Falaise the cnemy was able to bring
heavy artillery conceutrations Lo bear on 4 Div troops and
« sUff battle tool plice to clear a bridgelicad across the
Ghent Canal, W hile 10 CAB. waes engaged in establishing a
bridgehcad al Mocrbrugge, 4 CoAAB. altempled to invest
Bruges but without success. s the infanlry sccured o
bridgchead bowever, the opposition melted aweay and the
Div was able lo adeance south of the Leopold Canal in an
easterly direclion.

To the 18 Armd Car Regt and the 8 Cda 1.4 Regl RC.A
went the task of contuining over a division of high-class
(rerman troops across the Leopold Canal while the armour
and infantry of the two Drigudes probed stcadily eastwards
lowards the Dutele frouticr,

2G7. — There was little time on 12 Sep to complete ihe
reduction of the Regt from nine troops to six, or to prepare
for the infantry rolo. The orders were that the relief of the
Argyll and Sutherland Tlighlanders across the canal must
be completed by 1300 hours.



Bruges

Moerbrugge

Mocrbrugge

Bruges

Bruges

Moerbrugge

Balgerhock

78

268, — Tortunately the fine weather prevailed. The troops
were lined up. Lists had heen prepared of the new. troops
based on seniority of serviee with the Regt. Swiftly iwo
groups were scgregated, one destined for infantry duty
across the canal and one for 58 Company C.B.R.G.

269, — Vehicles transported the infantry troops to Moer-
brugge. IHere they dismounted and as the vehicles turned
and rolled back to the Echelon area the men marched across
the Lridge and were led by reeee parties to their sectors
ou the perimeter. The Argylls, with other employment in
view, swiftly nwunted and moved of . Palrols and strong
points were organized. The two troops of 5 Anti-Tank wl'uch
were under ecommand were deployed. And with all precautions
taken the Regt waited to sce what would happen next.

270. — The real purpose for this unexpected role was to
sceure the flank of advancing units from attack. Only
one bridge across the Gthent Canal — that at Moerbrugge —
was in existance. It was imperative that no interruption
at this point occurred. The enemy had rceently contested
bitterly the ecrossing and there was every possibility {hat
he would eneavour yet to seize this vital bridge. Against
such a possibility was arvayed the entire strength of the
8 LAA Regt.

271. — Tor ninc hours the three Btys manned the bridge-
head perimeter. Then @ scout-car arrived with orders for
the 102 Bty. It was to immediately move to Bruges where
troops of the R.ILLT. (2 Div) which had oceupied Bruges
were to be relieved, A swilt re-disposition of the 70 und
101 Btys was made in the dark to man the posts of Major
R. A. Medlpine’s men. And in the dead of the night the
102 Bty embussed and moved off to Bruges.

272, — The Germans had pulled out of Bruges, preferring
to conduet their defensive war-fare across the net-work of
canads and flooded lad lying ecast of the city. The 102 Bty
swiftly organized a tight defeunce on the enstern extromity
of the ecity, and from that base sent out strong patrols.
Countact was oceasionally made, but for the most part ihe
enemy was confent to have a water barrier between his
troops and the Canadiaus,

273. — The threat to the Bridge at Moerbrugge never did
materialize. Bach day the danger at that spot diminished.
By 13 Sep orders had been reccived that 70 and 101 Btys,
were to be employed for AA work with Div Arty, TIQ 4 Cdn
Armd Div and 1LQ. 10 C.IB. and by 1500 hours on that
day these changes had been completed. No orders came for
102 Bty however which continued to occupy Idruges and send
patrols north and west from that city.

274 — This AN deployment for 70 and 101 Btys continued
only a short time. In the carly hours of 16 Sep orders
were received calling for the redisposition of the Regt
complete. 70 and 101 Btys, with two anti-tank troops under
command and one troop of field artillery in direet support,
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were to reeeive ovders from 18 Armd Car relating to their
deployment jn aninfantry vole along the Teopold Canal.
The 102 Bty was to moved from Bruges to Balgerhock on
the Canal de Derivation de la Lys and hold a bridgehead
there, protecting tie lines of communication of the infantry
and armour moving cast.

275. — The 102 Bty was quickly able to coneentrate its
vehicles and guns and take over the defeunce of the hridge
at Balgevhoek. Anti-infiltration patrols were sent out and
strong points established to ward of 1 any attacks seainst
this defile from the morth, Several times reconnuissanee
patrols from the cnemy were encountered, but so roughly
were they handled that no attack at Balgerhoek developed.

276. — The task of the 70 and 101 Btys under Major
R. J. Hegan’s command was less routine. The orders from
the 18 Armd Car Regt were curt and to the point. The
70 Bty was Lo ,take and hold”? the village of Moerkerke.
The 101 Bty was to do likewise at Damme further west
on the eanal. Naving attained these objectives, the Btys
were to contain the enemy morth of the canal, preventing
the Germans from infiltrating across the Leopold Canal
into Bruges or onto the main Div supply lines. Flad it been
known at the time that a complete German Division, plus
a large specialist inerement was pinned to the coast, ihe
task would have been undertaken mueh less cheerfully than
was the case.

277. — The 70 and 101 Biys as it was were under no
illusions as to the possible difticultios wlich {he completion
of their tasks might cntail. ,,Taking and holding’? a strong-
Iy held town is & very hazardous and difficult operation
and without armour and artillery support is often beyond
the eapablilties of foot-seldicrs alone. The Algonquins had
already been severely mauled along the Leopold and on
the duy that the operation took place had actually suffered
casualtics on the appreaches to Damme,

278. — The 18 Armd Car Regt provided what small support
it could. At the spearhead of the 101 advance party three
Staghound armoured ears blazed away at the town and
then withdrew, The eivilians asserted that the Germans
had pulled out of Damme as our troops approached. Was
that the fact, or was the 101 volling into an ambush? The
answer lay ahead in the inserutable hrick buildings, alveady
beeoming dim in the fading light.

279. — Against all -orders and precedent, Major IHegan
himself  decided to iuwvestiznte the story. With Captain
George lHNammond he entered the town on Foot. Swiftly
A reconnaissanee was made, Baek at the main bhody of the
Bty the troops waited tensely. Minutes diaged by, Iinally
Major Tegan returned. The men dismounted and moved
forward on foot and as night settled uncasily over Belgium
the 101 completed the oceupation of the village.
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280. — Moerkerke presented o similar problem for the 70
By, Careful plans were made for an aftack should sueh
he neeessary. Dut as in Damme the German garrison had
withdrawn before the rumble of our impedamenta and the
troops moved in without the expected battle. The first
part of the orders had been excceuted on 16 Sep. Damme
and Moerkerke had heen taken. Now they were heing held.

281, — The enemy was slow to react to our cheeky advance
into these two important villages. Ilis first response was
to shower the 101 Bty with mortars and to send reconnaisance
patrols into the scetor at Moerkerke, The 101 survived the
deluge and the 70 Bty with the aid of Arty fire discouraged
the patrols for the time being.

282, — CGradually however the ITun inereased his pressure.
Particularly at Mocerkerke was the 70 Bty finding him
attentive. Soon small-awrm and machine-gun five was ripping
across the canal. The cnemy brought up mortars to aid his
failing eause. And at approximately 1900 hours 18 Sep a
30 man fighting patrol crossed the Canal in ,,B’7 troop
seetor.

283, — The cnemy foreed
Lis way into the house
which had been barricaded
as a strong-point by the
detachment. Downstairs he
swept  the rooms  with 2
chattering Schmeisser. Oue
of our Bren guns opened
up through an upstairs
window. A daring German
grabbed the barrel of one
of our rifles as it protuded
through & window. IFor his
pains the foeman received
both bullet and bayouet in
the abdomen.

984, — Gradually the , 1377 troop men got the better of
the strong opposing foree. Still fighting fiercely the enemy
withdrew. We had lost one man killed in the fight. The
more numerous enemy had suffered much heavier casualties.

285, — On 19 Sep the 101 Bty wuas vemoved from Dammt to
fake up a position south-cast of Mocrkerke in the Bufswerve
Area. Butswerve controls the north-south road from Middle-
hourg to Maldegem and had been used by cnemy patrols.
This move frustrated any such infiltration. The cnemy,
patently in the area in sufficient strength to strongly
oppose the 101 Bty made no effort to interfeve. His patrols
were contacted during the consolidation process but they
shied away without firing a shot. The 101 took up a position
firmly astride the road and one further route of penctration
had been sealed off.
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286, — Mhe 101 Ity remained at DButswerve only for one
day. The enemy did not hallionge our positic. but an
incident contnining an clement o grim humoear wid occur.
The roadways in the arca had not been checked for mines
although they had, of mneceessity, been travelled by our
vehicles. Soon after tlie Ity took over ti: area a farmer,
perhaps lulled into a sense of false sccurity hy the traffie
went strolling down the road leading a lorse. All ut once
there was a terrifie explosion as the horse stepped on 2
Tellermine. When the smoke had cleared away there was
no horse to he seen — only an astounded peasant lolding a
short piece of rope in his hand. For a moment he stared
unbelievingly at the spot where his mag had been. Then
when he realized his loss le lLurled down the lead in a
burst of fury and went stamping angerly off.

287. — On 20 Sep the 20 LANA Regt RA relieved the 101
Bty which was ordered to Scheewege near 70 Bty. The
recounaissance party, arviving ahead of the main body had
been led by Major Iegan to its appropriate arca and a
detailed survey of' the ground was being made when enemy
movement was deteeted. Through his ficld-glasses Major
Ilegan could sce a machine gun party laying a trap for the
advancing reconnaissance group. A warning was sent to
Captwin D. Wolstenholme in charge of the group, and the
main body was halted the men being swiftly deployed to
advance and support the reeece party.

288. — The reconnaissance party, duly warned of its dan-
ger, at onee opened fire on enemy positions and in return
the enemy lashed out with everything Le had. Two armoured
cars of 18 Armd Car Regt supplemented our forces with
their imposing Cire-power. Aud as the main body came up
the encmy withdrew.

289, — Tt was difficult {o accurately assess the winner
of that short, ficree contest. Stretehed out on the ground
was a dead paratrooper. At other spots, blood was found
and cvidenee of other easualties. But on our side Jay Captain
Wolstenholme, his left arm shattered by an cenemy bullet.

200. — When the main body of the Bty arrived it was
deployed in strong positions in the area. There was no
need to exhort the men to dig. The skirmish which had
cost us Captain Wolstenholme was obviously only the first
round. Gerry would be back.

291. — The Bty remained alert all through the night and
it proved well that it had done so. At 0430 lours 21 Sep
a strong German patrol moved i on our oulposts. Small
arms fire broke out at very close range and grenades were
freely thrown both by the enemy patrol and our own troops.
Finally the Iun broke oft aund withdrew in the dark. A
swift examination showed that again the 101 Bty had gotten
the better of the enemy. One German soldier lay dead a
short distance from the outpost and scvernl more were
known to have Leen wounded. Our losses? One man slightly
wounded,
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202, — All this activity along the Leopold was immediately
refleeted in troop dispositions from Div 11Q. 1Q Syuadron
was ordered to relieve 102 Bty at Baleerhoek, and the. 102
Bty moved into the Moerkerke arca to support the 70 Bty
there. In addition units of 4 C.A.B. moved up on the right
of the Regt to bolster the thin green line and promise was
given of further support.

203. — On the 22 Sep
101 and 102 Btys, sup-
ported with 235 pounder
and DBofors fire staged
noogeneral advance of
about 600 yards. They
consolidated the gain
despite ineflectual ene-
my opposition and con-
tinued to dominate the
area for as long as the
infantry  employment
endured. On the follo-
wing day two 17 poun-
ders were taken into
Damme to engage lhou-
ses from which hostile
0.Ps had been diveeting
fire onto our positions.
Lt-Cormack  personally
conducted  the  shoot
which effectively ,hlin-
ded’’ the enemy on our
left flank.

Commando Cormack
o the war path.

204, — It was on the 23 Sep also that 70 Bty ran inte some
brisk action. Here is the story as told by Licutenant R. V.
Libbey of B’ Troop.

295. — 7’B’’ troop maintained a standing patrol in a
house about twenty-five yards from the hank of the Loopold
Canal, from which two telephoue lines ran back to TILQ.
At about 1900 hours daily the outpost was relieved by the
night patrol. On 23 Sep I 75122 Sgt M., Johmston led
the relief towards the bank, following one of the lines and
ehecking it for hreaks. As he approached the house he found
that o twenty-foot section had been ceut out of the wire.
This made him suspicious, so he immediately positioned his
men and went forward to investigate. Near the house he
found a German foree of about ten men due in with machine-
guns covering the door ot the house. We figure now ihat
Gerry thought the post was manned only during the day
and had planned to mop up the detachment as it returned
to TVILQ. Sergeant Johnston moved up firing and throwing
grenades. At the same time Gerry opencd up with covering
fire from the other side of the Canal. lic also threw over

Moerkerke

Mocrkerke

Moerkerke

Moerkerke

some ineendiaries which sct the barn on fire. There wae
hell to pay for a while with lead flying every way and
finally the Gerries beat it. However four of them were killod -
in the fight and one guy was taken prisoner. It was a pretty
good show!?’ :

296. — The next bit of close action fell to the 102 Bty.
The day after Sergeant Johnston’s engagement (whieh
incidently earned lim the Military Medal) a joint patrol
of the 102 Bty and Lake Superior Regt set out on a reeon-
naissanee mission. As it neared the canal bank, the patrol
broke up into two parts. The LSRs went vight while the
102 component under Major D. A. MacLaren and Licute-
nant D. J. MacRace advinced on the left, MacRae went
forward and clambered up the canal bank to inspeet ilie
oppusite shore. On reaching the top he peaked over and on
the other side saw a sizeable group of the cnemy aeross he
water. MacRae erawled back down the cananl bank for n
machine gun and was returning with St Ilenderson and
Iis machine-gunner when he heard the approach of men from
the other side of the bank. The three men, half-concealed by
a sparse hedge, stopped dead and trained their weapons on
the top of the bank, no more than ten yards distance. Low
guttyral voives were heard and in a moment three of the
Herrenvolk appeared on the top of the canal bank. The
Bren and the rifles immediately opened fire, iustantly
killing two of the enemy. The third took cover and seconds
later was joined by comrades with automatic weapons. They
proceded to rake our positions thoroughly and might have
eaused us great inconvenience but for the LSR patrol. From
the right it took on-the Germans while the 8 LAA men
withdrew to better positions. They in turn provided the
covering fire which permitted the LSRs to pull back.

297, — Dy the last week in Sep the supporting troops for
the S LAN Degt had been greatly swelled from the initias
troop of ficld artillery plus two troops of anti-tank guus
Artillery support was increased to two trocps. The RATF
Regt supplied us with three-inch mortars plus trained mor
tar erews, And finully one troop of tanks from 21 Armd
Regt plus a troop in’reserve, were placed in dirveet support
of the Regt. Thus it was quite a solid, hard-hitting packet
which was under the C.0.’s command.

208. — On 27 Sep the Lake Superior Regt moved in and
took over the ground occupied by the 101 and 102 Btys.
The 102 Bty forthwith moved into the 70 Bty area in Moer-
kerke and the 101 Bty was withdrawn from the line and
concentrated for a rest and relit. :

209, — Moerkerke romained a fairly active spot but it
was the LSRs who got the brunt of  the hand-to-hand
fighting from then on. Perhaps it was that ihe enemy had
tasted cnough of the Regt's metal. At any vue while mortar
and artillery duels eontinued, enemy patrol activity sharply
deercased on the Moerkerke seetor, Finally it was Jearned
that the Lake Superiors were to completely take over ihe
Regt’s infantry commitment.
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Moerkerke 300. — Advanee and reece parties from the LSRs were

around on the b Sep to get the lay of the land. On 5 Sep Opel’a[i()n S\N”C[]I)HCI\' O yeralion

they moved in in foree and the 8 LAA concentrated near > pc

Tiruges. for. 8 move enst: : ' Suitcase and the Lower Maas
Leopold Canal 301, — Thus after almost one month ay infantry, ,,Cor- 5 Oct 44—21 Dee 4

mack’s Commandos’’ returned to anti-nireraft work. It
was with no small pride that the Regt turned over the hot-
spot which it had so gallantly held to other troops. During
that month, the Regt had maintained pressure on the enemy |
aeross the canal by patrolling and S.A. five. It lad inflicted |
heavy easualties on a vastly superior foree. But above all
it had sccured the flank of the advancing First Canadian
Army and had released other forces for swift exploitation
in other directions. No wonder then that ,Cormack’s Com-
mandos’’ walk with a bit of a swagger when the name
pLeopold Canal’’ is mentioned. |

2
ffe

A

A ‘

When it was discovered that the tasl of clearing the arca
worth of the Leopold Canal and west of the Schelde was
beyond the capabililics of an Lrmourcd Division, the 3 Cdn
Inf Div was Iurricd to this seclor with greal scercey, The
need for shorter lines of communications lad become vital,
and the clearing of the Schelde estuary became the priority
task of 1 Cdn Army. The wmighty operation Switehbaclk
which was to clear the western approaches to Antwerp was
: i commeneed on 8 Oct by 8 Div, with the support of troops
( from 4 Cdu Armd Div,

On the completion of its taslks in Switehback, 4 Cdn Armd
Div moved to Antwerp and then north in an operation
* known «s Suitcasc to Bergen op Zoom and Steenbergen,
2 Cdn Inf. Div launched attacls on Zuid Beveland and
in conjunction witlh an amphibious operation by 52 (Moun-
tatn) Div, on Walcleren to free the castern approaches to
the Schelde. With the lower haas almost completely cleared,
4 Cdu Armd Div was sent ceross to the arca almost direetly
north of ‘s Icrtogenboseh along the Maas Liver.

Meanwhile Generel Eisenhower had commenced his great
winter of fensive, At heavy cost he was driving forward
from the Maas to Switzerland when Runstedt launched lis
counter-offensive in the dircetion of Namur on 17 Dee.
Coupled with the heavy concentration of troops north of
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the Maes EBiver in Hollaad, 1he possibilily of some specta-
cular move to enl off the Port of Antwerp could nol be
discownled, and on 21 Dee £ Cdn Armd Div was concentrated
wn the arca of Vught for any cventuality.

302, — With the reliet of 8 Cdn LAA Regt by the Lake
Superior Regt on 5 Oct the former deployed in an AA role
in support of units which were to take part in Operation
Switehback, In order to veach the new area there was a
general move cast, 100 Bty went under command 4 Cdn
LAA Regt to pratect 9 AGRA south of the Leopold Canal.
102 Bty took over the gun arvea north west of Sluiskil.
One troop of 70 Bty went to 10 Medium Artillery Regt
while the other was charged with the protection ¢f an
ammunition dump which had been built up for use during
the operation. RIIQ was established in Sas Van Gent while
Tae RIIQ moved to Sluiskil.

303, — The preparations for this great operation had bheen
virtually completed when 8 LAA Regt arrived on the seene
and a terrifie atmosphere of exeitement existed throughout
the concentration arca. It had been planned to start the
amphibious force on its way aeross Braak Man on the 7 Oct
and during the evening of the previous day amphibious tanks
and vehicles chugged steadily up the canal towards Terneuzen.
The assault was delayed ene day due to technieal hitehes
but was successfully launched on 8 Oct.

304, — The weathor had hecome  decidedly colder and
deteriornted  steadily  during the operation. Whenevey air
support was possible it was generously provided, but muel
of the time neither Allied or Germian planes could get of f
the ground and the responsibility of AA units was therehy
groatly reduced, .

303, —— The Regt remained deployed along the Leenoid and
Terncuzen Canals until the advance c¢f ground trocps in the
Dreskens Pocket made artillery support across these two
oh.atacles impossible. By the middle «f Ocztober {his -endition
obiwined and waraing orders were re-cived for further
moves cast.

306. — On 17 O:t the Regt moved from II-1lland via Ghent
and Anfwerp into Dillets in Brasschact, Belgium a fow
miles north and east of the latter eity. Immediately troops
were placed to give AA cover to the 4 Div concentration
arca.

307. — The Div remained only a few days concentrated.
The battle was moving up the coast and plans were
quickly made for the employment of the formation, Op
Suitease aimed first at pushing the enemy acvoss the
Canal Rosendal and later exploiting the bridgehead. Tasks
were given to the troops of § Cdn LAA ineluding guarding
bridges and ammunition dumps and the advance commen-
ced on the morning of 19 Oct.

Brasschaet

uijbergen

Huijbergen

Bergen op Zoom

Bergen op Zoom

308. — The accomodation at Brassehact had heen much
the best we hwel encountered in our long trek 1o Belgium,
But the advent of the V2 Roeket Bombs which were
presumably being aimed at nearby Antwerp threatened to
cause the Regt ncedless casualties and it was well that it
got out of the metropolitan avea.

309, — Suitease was a  dreary, painful, unspeetacular
operation  econducted in appalling  weather. The Germans
apparently recognized the inevitability of iheir withdrawal
from southern lolland and fought only o stubborn, skilful
delaying action, using mines in abundance to slow our
advance. By 21 Oct Phase I, the ecrossing of the Canal
had Dbeen achieved. Isschen fell the following day. The
Div then drove on through Wouwsche Plantage into Huij-
bergen and on to Bergen op Zoom.

310, — On 23 Oct ,B’’ troop went into infantry action
with 11Q Squadron on the Div’s left flank. As Tac RIIQ
moved into blasted Tuijhergen o jeep of that troop went
up=oun one of the numerous mines that abounded in the
arca. The driver was instautly killed and Captain Don
Iarper injured by the blast and evacuated. ,,B’? {roop
remained as infantry, the command going from 11Q
Squadron to the South Alberta Regiment and finally over
to the Lincoln and Welland Regiment until 27 Oct when
it was concentrated for a rest.

211, -— During  this
period there  were
severnl interesting oce-
currences,  Licutenant
Alex Cairns of 101 Bty
stepped  out and  cap-
tured twenty-six priso-
ners who had been eut
off and gotten lost as
a result of our advance.
Also three guns of 1"’
troop under Captidin
Mel Howden went into
action in a ground shoot
supporting the South
Alberta  Regt. But it
was around Bergen op
Zoom that the fun real-
1y began,

312, — Bergen op Zoom,
a  strategically impor-
tant and a highly de-
fensible town lying on
the coust athwart the
only good route north .
was strongly defended — Prosit! Lt-Col D..A. 3. MacLaren
by the cnemy. By bends an clegant elbow

28 Oct the south half
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of the fown was in Canadian hands and I’ -troop was
seut forward for ground shooting across the eanal whieh
seperated us from the foe. The following day Lt-Col Cor-
mack went into Bergen op Zoom to obscrve the shooting.
313. — Bergen op Zoom on 29 Oct 44 was a very hot spot
to be. Tough German troops were doing all in their power
to hold us up a few hours longer. Mortars in particular
were being expertly used against us and causing many
casualties in the town. While Lt-Col Cormack was watching
the shoot of ,,F'*7 troop, a mortar homb came over, exploded
nearby, and shrapnel from it penetrated his arm and ¢high.
Fortunately he was not scriously injured and was able o
return from hospital to the Regt on 14 Nov. During Col
Cormack’s absence, Major D A M MacLaren (who was
promoted to the rank of Lt-Col) commanded the Regt.
313. — Bergen op Zoom on 29 Oct 44 was a very hot spot
was fighting north of Bergen op Zoum against rear-guards
holding the road to Steenbergen. ,E’7 troop 102 Bty
moved into Bergen op Zoom and deployed for anti ,J87
Boat defence on 1 Nov. On the 2nd of the month 101 Bty
was ordered in raw, cheerless weather into an infantry
role protecting the flank of 10 CIB at Lepelstraat.

315. — The Germans made the first night at Lepelstraat
an interesting one. They took on the village with self-
propelled 75 mm guns and with mortars, knocking out five
vehicles despite claborate protection. The men of the 101
Bty had learned mueh about digging in the past three
months however and no losses of personnel were suffered.
The Bty hit bacl with its Bofors guns and with 1377 {roop
plastered the German strong-hold of Kladde with 1115 and
AP shot. That did the trick. Nothing more was heard from
Gerry from then on. Iaving thus disposed of the threat to
the flank the Bty returned to tho coucentration area
on 5 Nov,

316, — Troops of the Regt pushed forward with the
advance to Steenbergen providing proteetion for the gun
arcas until 4 Div’s part in driving the lfun against the
Maas was completed. They then concentrated near Bergen
op Zoom and on 9 Nov moved off via Roosendaal, Breda
and Tilburg to a coneentration arca mecar the town of
Iingchot.

317. — It was a strange move. Troops which started behind
other troops apparently passed them on the road without
knowing it and arrived at the new area at the wrong tintc.
Other troops never arrived at all, or at least not that night.
It was not until noon the follewing day that the Jast
straggler had been accounted for and the last vehicle
had pulled in.

318. — Tt was fully intended when the Regt lett Bergen op
Zoom that it would go into the line as infantry along the
Maas rviver holding a sector near Lith. The 5 Anti-Tank
was also to hold purt of the area. A recee showed that
there was neither room nor accomodation for two gunner
Regts along the river and the 5 Anti-Tank was nominated
to do the job.
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’s-Ilertogen bo.ycllv, Noord-Brabant, Holland.

319. — Troops of the 8 LAA Regt were immediately
deployed in AA roles, while RHQ moved first to Ooster-
wijk (11 Nov) and then to Iaaren (18 Nov). Lventually
having three troops deployed on the bridges at s Tertogen-
bosch, RIIQ itself moved into that city on 30 Nov.

320. — The guus were getting no opportunity to firo at
aireraft, but more and more their utility ns field cannons
was being recognized aud put to work. -+ CAB heeame
rather keen on Bofors as a supporting weapon and almost
nightly from 13 Nov on it heeame the custom for a seetion
of the Regt to take on fargets nceross the River Maas,
sometimes in support of netual patrols, somctimes as a
rouge or for deception and sometimes on 1L, tasks. The
targets  varied but lledel, Amerzoden, Fort Crevecocur,
Dricl and Kerkdricl all were at one time or another engaged
with conspicuous success.

321. — The men had the oceasional chance to keep their
hand in as AA gunners. On 7 Dee an Me 109, apparently
bent on mischief in ’s Hertogenboseh came down within
range of the guns. A detachment of the 101 Bty under
L 299 Sergeant J A Elliott opened fire and brought the
plane down with some very skiltul shooting.

3220 — By this time the German had prepared launching
sites north of the Maas for V-1 aftacks on Antwerp. On
16 Dee a stream of the robots was released which maintained
aconstant procession over s iertogenboseh, Orders were
at onee issued by T1Q RCA prohibiting their engagement
by 8 LAA guns for fenr ot having the project:les fall
down on Allied troops. This order did not reach 15 troop
in time to prevent it from bringing down the first of these
missiles with its guns.

( 89



’s-Hertogenbosch 523, — It was while we were in s ITertogeuhoseh area §
that the Regt pulled of f some of the prize social evenls of Anti-pamc]] ule ])C!CI]CC
the war. Parties and dinners were held at all levels and- 3
very successful they were. But most spectacular of all was E 21 Dec 44—23 Jan 45

the kiddies party held on 5 Dee 44,

’'s-Hertogenbosch 324, — All ranks throughout the Regt contributed to the
limit of their ability to make’ the party a hit. The eomplete
issuc of chocolate for the Regt went into paper bags for I " / 7
the children. Iach man provided other sweets or gum as " ’ AN iy ’/ / ‘
well. There was a bit of a speech by the C.0., a Punch o @
and Judy show, a Santa Claus and a Blackamoor to assist
him and cocoa and cdibles for the children. They really
enjoyed the party and it is believed that almost 500 kiddies
were entertained. To Captains A. IL. Wilson and G. D.
Wood went the lion’s share of the credit for this philan-
thropic enterprize. ;

Ilaaren 325, — On 20 Dee a surprise order was received for ihe
Regt to concentrate in the area of laaren. Reps from the
LAA Regt 1 Polish Armoured Division were around to
recee the gun sites and quarters of the 8 LAA Regt on
that date and on the 21 Dee the Regt moved to a concen-
tration arca near Ilaaren.

| In conjunction with his dash towards the Meuse, the enemy
conlinucd 1o build up troops north of the Maas until
: foree estimated at between 50 and €O thousand troops”
wcluding 2 parachute  divisions, had been  assembled.
Large quantitics of bridging equipient were known to be
in the arca and a goodly number of guns of all calibres
P were deployed.

This was no idle threat, but an all-out build up for an
offencive ‘o coincide wi'h Rundstedl’s drive further south.
The Germen’s first plan provided for the dropping of
v prratronps in 1he Tilburg area 25 Dec 44 and a crossing
of the Maas at the same time. The dee for the operation
changed to 27 Dec and later again was hoisted to synchro-
nize with the arrival of Rundstedt’s troops on the banks
of the Meuse River — an achicvcment which German
armour came very close to attaining.

! In order to combat the threat to the Port of Antwerp
and the Allicd lines of commurication, 4 Cdn Armd Div
was withdrawn from the Maas to provide anti-parachute
garrisons in key cities and to afford a reserve in the event
of an overwaler atiacl: by the Germans. By 4 Jan the
threat was largely over but it was not until sometime later
that units which kad been drawn into the defence organi-

' zation were finally releascd for other taslks.

0 [ ({ ( 91



ITaaren

Haaren

Tilburg

Tilburg

Tilburg

92

326, — The move from ’s Hertogenbosch to the coneen-
tration arca near ITaaren was hastily made but executed
without difficulty. It was a sharp clear day when, with
the exception of ,,A’’ troop (with Div IIQ at Boxtel) and
»B’’ troop (with 15 Fd Regt RCA) RHQ and the Btys
moved into their barely receed billets.

327. — Mow scriously the high command viewed the
possibility of airborne attacks on concentration centres
south of the Maas in 1 Cdn Army Scctor could he judged
by the very complete and claborate steps taken to combat
any form of hostile attack. Ilach HQ and sub-unit was
put on the alert and defence works blossomed everywhere,
Guards were doubled, and a steady stream of instruetions
and intelligenee kept the wires hot.

328. — Diver (V1) activity had inereased prodigiously and
great efforts were made by the commanding officer to have
the unit guns deployed in a killing zone to shoot them
down. But so steadily did the grave tactical situation
deteriorate, that before Army could approve or disapprove
of the scheme the regiment was given 4 hour’s notice to
redeploy as garrison troops in the ecity of Tilburg.

329, — The regiment moved in on the 23 Dee 44 and
deployed with 70 Bty on the northern perimeter, 102 Bty
on the southern perimeter and 101 Bty (with a heterogencous
collection of service and line of communieation troops
under command) as the city’s mobile reserve. The com-
manding officer, Lt-Col I&. W. Cormack, himself manned
o tactieal 11Q near the phone of the 102 LAA Regt RA, so
as to be in constant touch with the situation.

'
330, — lach duay from |

the 23 Dee to the end \\\\\\\\\W\
ot the year brought new
and more ominous pro-
mise of the enemy’s
intentions to smash
south from across the
Maas and cach duay saw
the garrison organiza-
tion more solidly bhuilt
into a last diteh figh-
ting force. 1IQ 1 Cdn
Army which was situa-
ted at the south western
corner of the city, stir-
red uncasily as intelligenee named unit after unit ot the
Wehrmacht moving into assault positions on onr northern
flank. Meanwhile the order of battle for the Tilburg garrison
continued to swell, the most welecome adjunet to the organi-

////////”’/,,

ey,

zation being 206 ,Kangaroos’’ from 1 Cdn Armd Carrier

Regt. A close Tiaison was established with this unit by troops
of the mobile reserve and constant infantry-tank excereises
were practised on assault tactics.

. S
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331. — Christmas 1944 passed in this weary atmosphere.
There was no let-up in the intensity of the preparations
for the defence of the ity of Milhure, i iraditional
Christmas dinner was earried ou, but the iension and strain
of the continuwous vigil, plus the grave word of enemy
suceesses in the Ardennes, curtailed to a degree ihe fest-
ivities. It was on Boxing day however that the elimax was
reached in this war of nerves.

332, —- Garrison troops in Tilburg were just preparing for
bed when at 2310 hours 26 Dee the ~eneral alarm was soun-
ded. The long heralded air borne Lusiing was on! According
to reports paratroops were dropping on the Tilburg-Breda
road.

333, — The speed with which the defence organization
swung into action was n revelation and a tribute to those in
position of responsibility. Before midnight armoured car-
riers, ready for any emergeney, were cluitering off down
the Breda voad through the black night. The strects were
alive with armed men stopping every wvehiele and eheeking
authorities of every stranger. All voad hlocks were manned,
all defences fully garrisoned.

3341 — The actual nstand to?’ lasted only onc hour, at the
end of which the landings were authoritively refuted. But
any complaceney which had remained up till that time had
been completely dispelled by this grim scare and until the
first of the ycar, preparations agaiust future alarms went
on apace. Apprehension was inereased on 1 Jan 43 when the
revitalized Luftwaffe took to the air in greater strength
than for many months and earvied out straffing attacks on
several Allied airfields. Tilburg itselt eame under the attack
from §—10 12 W. 190s and it was a bitter pill for the 8§ Cdn
LAA gunners to find themselves in an infantry role, A few
rounds were fived but the intruders escaped unscathed.

335, — On 2 Jan the ecommanding officer, Lt-Col 1. W,
Cormack, replaced the B.R.A. as Tilburg Garrison Comiman-
der. Realistic excercises were carried out and the garrison
organization improved. As the month wore on however, aud
the concentration of men and material north of the Maas
began to dissolve, many of the regulations and restrictions
in Tilburg arvea were relaxed. On 11 Jan, 101 DBty was
moved to ’s-Hertogenbosch where it msumod an A\ role.
Other sub units under command were released from the
defence organization. A guard was provided for a F.LC.
from the regiment on 19 Jan, and on 23 Jan the garrison
HQ was formally dissolved and the regiment 1cdep10\cd in
var ious AA roles in ¢ Div arca, with RHQ mO\ ing back to
Hmto%nhos(‘h the same day,
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Traffic Restrictions (Op V(‘.rila])](‘.)
and the Watch on the Maas

23 Jan - 25 Feb 45
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With the headlong rush of Rundstcdt’s forces stopped in
the Ardennes and with  «punler  pressure by Allicd
troops  sleadily res'oring  the line, the . Allics lhemsclees
commenced the scries of drives whieh eveatually was (o
clear the arcu west of the Rhine of German tro-ps.

To the 1 Cdn Army, which had not participaied in any
great strength i the general offensive towards the Rh;mc
during Fiscnhower’s winier push went e honour of opening
this new ossault. Assembied wnder command of General
Crervar was one of the greatest arrays of wmili’ary power
cver handed to an drmy commander. In order that 1ihis
tremendous  power Dbe  concentrated for a strike at the
northern flank of ‘the Scigfried Line, enormous troop mo-
vements, conducted alimost entirvely at night, were RCCCSSATYs
The steady flow of cquipment prior to, and in the initial
stages of the campaign beeame one of the greal In'{'ocvu_;)rl-
tions of Cda Army euthoritics, and a comprehensive plan
of route restriciion, involving the 8 Cdn LAA Tegt was
luid on.

When at last the great of fensive was launched, 4 Cdn Armd
Div which was not used i 1he csseult, was concenireted
for futurc commitments follou:z'ng;‘ up  operati
able’’. In order to permit other units of 4 Cdn Ary :
to prepare for their part in the acw series of opecrations,

9 4 (
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the 8 Cdn LAA4 Regt was directed to relicve the Lale
Superior RBegt and the 5 Cdn A Tl Fegt RC.A, as defenders
of the south bank of the Maas and the left flank of the
Allied Armics in western Europe from Gewande to Lith.

336. — The regiment slipped back into former role in the
’s-Iertogenboseh area so unobtrusively that there were virt-
ually no difticulties in picking up where the units had left
off in Dee. Almost at once the ground-shooting programme
with 4 C.AB. was resumed with troops of 102 Bty particu-
larly playing a prominent part. Buzz-hombs appeared for
most of the time to bo the only form of German aivhorne
cquipment in action, and on the rare occasions that the
Luftwafte showed itself, the planes remained disereetly
out ol range of the guns.

337 — Towards the end of Iel, word was received from
the C.R.AL that the regiment would be employed with the
Provost as route restvictors during the build-up of forees
for operation , Verituble?’, The task imposed a heavy
strain on the personncl of the regiment sinee certain AA
commitments had still to he maintained. By stripping offices
and HQs of all but the abselutely essential personncl and
by cutting down the gun detachments to the irreducable
minimum, sufficient hodies were released to fully man the
route assigued to the unit.

338. — The essence of the route restrictor’s task was quite
casily grasped by the gunners. 1t was to prevent any unauth-
orized vehicles whether military or civilan, from travell-
ing on the arteries flowing into the concentration pool in
Nijmegen district. A cordon of men controlled every inter-
seetion from Tilburg and Eindhoven to Vught, ’s-Ilertogen-
boseh and Grave. The road from Bindhoven to Veghel was
also restricted and later, on speeinl request, the route from
Tilburg to Dest.

339. -— On 2 Feb at 1800 hours, equipped with lanterns,
armbands, lamps and speeial authoritics, the men, having
been thoroughly bricfed, were transported to their posts
on the various voutes. Thereafter, nightly until 12 Feb, ihey
spent the noeturnal hours in a lonely bLut essential vigil as
the tanks, guns and transporters rumbled by in {le black-
out, unhampered by unessential traffic on the roads.

340. — Despite the shroud of seereey which veiled the {roop
movements before the commencement of  operation pyeri-
table’ on 8 I'eb, the enemy, anxiously watching  from
across the Maas could not but perecive some part of the
extraordinary activity preceding the operation. is V-1
launchings were stepped up, and in addition he cndeavoured,
by means of long range guns, to harass the movements of
troops aleng the main highways.

341, — ’ellertogenbesel was shelled, on several occasions

by his medium guns. No ecasualties to persounel or equip-
ment were sutfered however by the 8 Cdn LAA Regt.
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's-Hertogenbosch 542, — On the return of the men to 's-Hertogenboseh when
the role of route restriction ended, still another task over
and ahove the AA role, was given to the unit. An emergeney’

Op Blockbuster

25 FFeb - 12 Mar 45

Kiver Maas

River Maas

River Maas
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landing strip was required at Krankzinnigengesticht, south
of ’s-Ilertogenbosch and the 8 Cdn LAA Regt as the nearest
available source of manpower was nominated to construet it.

243. — DBy the 16 Feb the concentration of 4 Cdn Armd
Div for future operations had eommenced. The immediate
offoct of this movement on 8 Cdn LAA Regt was to send
102 Bty from its AA vole to an infantry task replacing
1 Coy of the Lake Superior Regt along ihe River Maas,
north of ’s-Hertogenbosch. Two days later skeleton parties
from the other two Btys had moved to relieve 5 Cdn A tk
Regt RCA in an infantry role further cast along the river and
Ly 19 Feb the entire unit was in position on the Maas front
oceupying the villages of Lithoijen, Lith, Beemden, Maren,
Kessel, Gewande and Wild. :

20 — The River Maas was a swollen, virtually impassable
stream in Feb. The tremendous rains which had furned
operation ,Veritable’” into a  series  of amphibious
assaults had inundated the low dyked land and saturated
much of the arca in the 8 Cdn LAA scctor. Offensive
patrols neross the Maas therefore were out of ihe question.
Contaet patrols were maintained along the bank linking
outposts in the various Bty scetors and sharp S.A. exchan-
ges occurred nightly across the flooded river. But more
alarming than these M.G. ducls were the V-1s which fell
thick and fast along the river bank, blasting decp eraters
in the soft lowm or tearing great chasms in the dykes.

343, -— The rvegiment itself was not without artillery sup-
port and was able at different times to bring 25 pdr {fire
and 75mm fire on scleeted targets on cnemy ground. The
Bofors were also used with excellent cffect to shatter
suspeeted  Observation Posts and snipers nesls aceross the
viver, and just prior to surrendering the scetor to ihe
Poles, the regiment conducted a shoot with borrewed 4.2
mortars which made a shambles of enemy occupied arcas
within the 2300 yard range of these powerful weapons.
During the period 21—25 Feb, the regiment was under
command of 3 Inf Bde of 1 Pol Armd Div. On 25 Feb
troops of that division rclieved 8 Cdn LAA Regt along the
Maas and on the same day the regiment moved into Ger-
many to take its part in operation »Blockbuster’” with
4 Cdn Armd Div.

.

BE on YOUR

GUARD

Operation SVeritable’’  had sueceeded by 25 Feb n
smashing into the Seigfricd defences between the Maas and
Rhive rivers. The cweny had been driven from the Reich-
wald Iorest. But although the Hun was recoiling  slowly
before the altacks of the 1 Cda Army, a new operation,
(hrowing inlo aclion fresh armoured troops whose use in
the Reichwald. had beea limited by the weather and terrain
was neeessary to maintain the prrssurc. T'his new operation,
called ,,Blockbuster’’, was destined 1o smash the German
lrmies west of the Rline in Norilucest Germany.

Realizing as he did that this battle ground was the key to
the North German Plains, the cicmy Turled cvery possible
resonrce against 1 Cdn Army. ILigh calibre, heavily armed
iroeps fought for cvery inch of the ground. But dcs.pitc
this fanalical opposition, the appelling weather conditions,
and the difficult teviain, the Jormations of 1 Cdn Army
ground relentlessly forward.

For its part, in a scries of glorious cctions, 4 Cdn Armd
Div slashed down from Cleve {o the Hochwald Forest and
was driving hard from the Hoclhwald Forest towards the
TRhine when it was remored from e Lattlefield for a refil.
W hile the 1 Cda Army was acting as « magnct for German
reserves, the great armics to the soull swung inio aetion.
The American 9t Arny drove rapidly to the Rhire, linking
up with the 3 Inf Div (Br) oa the Cda right ilank. The
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American 1st Army leaped forward and in a surprise dash
captured the famous Lemagen bridge across the Rhine.
General Puatlon’s 3rd 1.8, <lriny completed a phenominal
series of actions which ended in the complete annihilation
of the German forces opposing him. :

By 12 Mar the power of the enemy west of the Rhine had
been cffectively smashed; and the death-wateh had begun
to measure off the last days of the 3rd German Rcich.

346, — Although the Commanding Officer, witl rare intui-
tion, had journeyed up to IIQ RCA 4 Cdn Armd Div near
Cleve in Germauy on the 24 Feb, the following day must
be regarded as the hisorical date on whieh the 8§ Cdn LAA
Regt crossed the German TIrontier. No man who served
with the unit at that time will forget the move from Lith
to Cleve on that day. The gigantic concentration of military
cquipment, the congestion on the roads, the ,liver cure mile?”
through the Reichwald Forest, the shattered bones of gliders
and transports near Groesbeck — monuments to the great air-
borne attacks of the previous fall — the splintered trees, the
mud, the rain, and above all the clectrical atmosphere of
supressed excitement — these are the souvenirs of the times.

347. — The move was accomplished, not without incident,
but at least without enemy interference and by darkness
on 25 TFeb the troops had deployed with the units they
protected. 4 guns of ,D’’ troop reported to the Support
Coy of the Algonquins with 2 special ground shooting {ask
in view but for the rest it was to he a normal AA role,

8. — Operation  ,Blockbuster””  commenced on 26 el
to the tune of a heavy artillery Dbarrage, and {hereafior
for duration of the operation the guns were never silent.
The weather was almost entirely bad and ihe movement
forward through Louisendort, Keppelen, Udem 1o the Hoeh-
wald Torest was laborious and diffticult.

349. — As in the past, the Luftwaffe did not show itself
during the daylight hours. Iowever the deficiency as
made up by $ Spitfires which apparently in cnemy hands
straffed the arca on 1 Mar with some effeet. Minor night
attacks developed by enemy aiveraft but no opportunity
appeared for AA engagements by the units.

350. — ,,D’’ troop had been unable to fultill its appoint-
ment for a ground shoot with the Algonquins on the 26 Feb
due to the fact that the rouds lIeading to the deployment
arca were impassable. ,,C?? troop had better luck the night
of 2/3 Mar when two guns fired dircetional tracer in sup-
port of a deep thrust through the ITochwald Forest by
clements of the Lake Supcerior Regt and Algonquin Regt.
The shoot was very suceessful, and the infantry was able
to advance wlong a very preeiso axis with the assistance of
the {tracer. Fventually however, the spearhead of their
audacious attack was surrounded and heavy cusualties were
suffered by the infantry before the area was {inally eleared.

Hochwald
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351, — It was as a result of the pressure here that the reg-
iment lost the services of Cupt Alan Melville (Croix de
Guerre). The Germans, as always, used mortars cxtensively
on our forward troops and the indsmitable little troop
commander of ,,A’’ troop was wounded while on a recon-
naissance the 2 Mar 45,

352, — The greatest
contribution by  the
regiment  to operation
,Bloekbuster?? was
made on the nights of
7/8 and 8;9 Mar 5. On
7 Mar the infautry of
4 Cdn Armd Div which
had  suffered * heavy
casualtics  during  the
carly stages of |, Block-
buster”’, was fighting
cast of Sonsbeck to-
wards the town of Veen.
Opposition was exceptio-
nally bitter and the enemy with his mortars was exacting a
heavy price from our ground troops. Bad weather made air
cooperation quite unrcliable, and the available supporting
artillery was on a lighter seale than desirable in view of
the enemy’s apparent disposition to mount powerful eounter-
attacks against the tiring infantry. Both , BB’ troop 70 Bty
and ,,C?7 troop 101 Bty were in the Sonsheck area, and it
was decided on the afternoon of 7 Mar to cmploy the guns
of these troops in support of our infmitry and in an ILF.
role.

353. — The guns were deployed cast of Sonsheek at Kuster-
hof. A wircless station, manned by the Adjt, Capt W, T.
Moran, was sct up Bde 11Q and in constant contact with
the guns, and o large amount of ammunition was dumped
for the shoot. Promptly at 1730 Lours, on receipt of infor-
mation relating to a concentration of cnemy vehicles near
Veen, a 12 gun Bofors barrage opened up on the crossroads
concerned. During the night a complete fire programme
was laid on, carrying the guns through until 0800 hours.
Tht same targets wero called for on the night $/9 Mar
with ,,B’? troop providing the fire power on this occasion.

354, — The shoots were of great morale value hoth to the
infantry and to the gun detachments. A very heavy volume
of fire was kept dropping at irregular intervals on arcas
of known enemy concentrations and some fires were started
in these loealitics. Aceurate mortaring was brought down
on the gun. positions by the cnemy, bLut fortunately no
casunities to personnel or ecquipment were sustained.

355. — By the 10 Mar opposition west of the Rhine in
1 Cdn Army seetor was swiltly being eliminated. To the Jast
the enemy fought savagely and well. As the Allied forma-
tions closed in upon the narrowing German bridgehead it
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beecame impossible to fully deploy the troops at General
Crerar's command. Reeees were ealled for on ihe 11 Mar
to explore a rest area for the regiment in Belgium, aud
0230 hours 12 Mar 45 the regiment found its place in the
long column of vehieles moving back from the front. Shells
tell on the convoy as it passed through Cleve, and light
casualties were sustained, but as throughout ,,Block-
buster’’ the regiment escaped very lightly considering
the grim defenee put up by the Germans. Eventually by
1730 hours on 12 Mar the regiment had erossed into Belgium
with RIIQ, 101 and 102 Btys concentrated at Poppel, while
70 Bty moved to the nearby town of Weelde.

Poppe[ and P(‘pperpot
12 Mar - 31 Mar 45

The crhausting battles of the operation ,,Blockbuster®’
tool: « heavy toll of 4 Cdn Armd Div’s resources and when
its rvole in that groat action was cnded it was removed for
a refit and rest. Klscwhere lhowerer, energelic planning
was being done for one of Uhe most spectacular operalions
of the war — the crossing of the Rlitne. '

Among the assaull forces which crossed that great obstacle
were troops from Canada’s famed 8 Div. IHaving made
their crossing near Rees under cover of a heavy concentra-
tion of artillery these Cdn forces swung left, fighting their
way down the right bank of the Rhinc towards the town
of Emmerich. To assist their advaice, and to prepare a
route, ¢ heterogeneous collection of weapons was assembled
across the river. Tanks, machine guns and Bofors guns from
the 8 Cdn LA Regt made up this formidable ,Pepper-
pot’’ which sent a hail of shells cascading down on obsta-
cles alicad of the hard-fighting infantry. Heavy defences
delayed the time table of this phase of the operation, bul
the ,Pepperpol’® commenced at 1435 hours 28 Mar 45,
continuing 3 days.By the end of this period our infantry
hed maede such progress as to overrun the largets of the
»Pepperpot’’ making further shooling impossible.
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During this period the greal airborne landings were made
across the Rhine and Allicd air support was on a truly
colossal scale. The Luftwaffe put into the air Jew of its
remaining planes, mostly as night intruders, but on a scale
completely inadequate to interfere with the cnormous mili-
tary effort of the Allied forces.

356. — The fine weather which had eluded the 1 Cdn Army
through its spring offensive, returned in all its glory during
the fortnight of rest of -+ Cdn Armd Div. At Poppel and
at Weelde where the 8 Cdn LAA Regt was concentrated,
this change was greeted with enthusiasm. There was much
work to be done. Guns and vehicles had gone through a
hard campaign and required much attention in crder to
make them battle-worthy. Nor had the attrition of battle
left personnel unscathed. The rest, change and quiet of the
coneentration area was of great benefit to all ranks. Leaves
were stepped up, reercation was featured, and at the same
time training was carried on for future operations. The
war however, was left behind for a fortnight, and except for
the rumbling of V-1s overhcad and the staccato bark of
AA guns, onec might have been far from the battle front.
Lven in this sccluded harbour however, violent death was
not far away. On 15 Mar a V-2 rocket-bomb came smashing
to carth just south of Poppel. Lt-Cormack, who had heen
visiting the 70 Bty at Weelde, was travelling on the road
at the time, and narrowly missed heing a casualty. As it
was, & number of vehieles just ahead of him were wrecked
with substantial casualties to personnel.

357. — For a fortnight the sedentary life in Belgium went
on. By the 19 of the month it was known that the Div
artillery would he employed to support the crossing of ihe
Rhine, and on the 20 Mar, the commanding officer gave
his orders. Recee and holding parties departed ilie following
day plus troops of the 102 Bty and the next day the balance
of the regiment moved off.

358. — The unit concentrated cast of Cleve in Germany
on the flat, lush meadow-lands about 4 miles from the
Rhine. Smoke troops had deployed and were already masking
the south west bank of the river from anXxious cyes of
observers across the Rhine. .

359. — Detailed information was reccived from 11Q RCA
on the whole plan. A ,Pepperpot’” of light guns had
been assembled along the Rhine front across from ihe town
of Fmmerich. After the river erossing had heen made, it
was to smash the opposition in the town of ISmmerich and
at strategic points in the Immerich arca so that a Cdn
spearhead forming the left flank of the bridgehead eould
move swiftly north. The 8 Cdn LAA with its thirty-six
rapid-firing Bofors guns was to contibute a large percen-
tage of the total weight of metal of ,Pepperpot’’.

Cleve

Cleve

Cleve
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The Pepperpot. dAnd that is Emmerich across the Rhine
under the guns. .

360» — Recces were at once carried out. In order to cover
all the targets allotted to the units, it was neeessary to
recee alternative positions for hoth 101 and 102 Btys, with
a view to redeployment as the F.D.Ls across the river moved
forward. 70 Bty, in the eentre of the front, was given, in
addition to its HI" tasks, the job of ncutralizing hostile
Observation Posts in Fmmerich town. For the signallers it
was a mighty task. The widely dispersed command-posts
required a4 welh of lines connecting them with the gun
positions. For the Q branch too, there was much to do. The
operation contemplated an expenditure of ammunition on an
unprecedented seale. But finally the last map was set, the
Jast Jay checked, the last man briefed. All was in readiness.

561 — 117 hour for the Rhine crossing was 2100 hours
23 Mar 45. TFor AA guns a ,no-fire’’ order had been
imposed 24 hours previous but in the case of the 8 Cdn
LAA regt this signified little as the cuns were sited in a
ground role, and had no disposition to disclose their where-
abouts until the order was given to fire in support of 3 Div,

362, — On 24 Mar eame that great airborne armada which
shattered the German lines of communication and the German
rear. From the point of vantage on the Rhine, this enormous
display of air power was of staggering dimensions. Troops
of the 8 Cdu LAA Regt had adready deployed in their initial
positions, and it was anticipated that within a few hours,
the ,,Pepperpot”” would be ealled upon to pour forth
its lethal rain. As the days dragged by however, and no
bl for fire support eame, an uncasy fecling permeated the
Regt that this great five-plan would be abandoned. On 28
Mar, 101 and 102 Btys moved to their secoud positions
without having rired a shot. DBut no sooner had they
redeployed when orders eame erackling over the air and at
1442 hours ,,Shot 1 Grainger’’ was reported.
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203, — Operation Pepperpot” lasted only 4 .days, but
during that period the intensity of fire was so great that
an ammunition expenditure figures soared to astronomieal
heights. In all 2400 rounds per gun were fired and 43 har-
rels worn out in the mighty sevies of shoots. No sooner was
one task completed than another one was commenced until
to the hageard gun detachment it scemed that there was
no break in the harrage.

364, — The ILE. and tracer of the 40mm was found to be
most effective in an FLI. role. Large volumes of H.E. fire
could be swiftly and accurately brought to bear on the
target arcas and the incendiary effect was highly satistae-
tory. The 70 Dty, using some of its guns for sniping at
obscrvation posts obtained excellent observed resulis and
completely neutralized points of observation. Capt L. L.
Leatherdale who conducted the shoot was well satisfied
with the results.

365. — The advance of 3 Div troops behind this fire support
brought them to the gates of Emmerich by 30 Mar, and on
the following day the town had been largely overrun. ,13°7
troop was released on afternoon of 31 Mar in order to move
castward with 11Q 4 Cdn Armd Div. The ,,Cease fire’’ came
later on that day for the balance of the regiment, and with
that order were details for further moves.

366. — So ended ,Pepperpot?’. 1t had not heen without
its casualties. Night hombing attacks by small numbers of
enemy planes had cnused easualties hoth to personnel and
equipment, and mishaps at the guns plus shelling had added
to the list. But the unit had come off surprisingly lightly
considering the nearness of the enemy, and it was with a
certain relief that the troops were withdrawn from their
exposed Rhine positions,

367. — Packing and concentration was fairly well completed
the night of 31 Mar, and the regiment was ready by first
light the following morning for further adventures.

Festung Deutschland
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Onee the bridgehead over the Rhine was established the
game for the Ceormans was up, Ground between the Anvil
of the Bed lomy and the Allicd Hammer, the Wehrmaeht
sickened and erumbled. The Brit Scecond trmy, in powerful
batlle groups reced north and cast. The U.S. 9th Army
sped across Northern Gormany Lo the Flbe. Turther south
the U.S. Ist Arvmy and the 15t drmy enclosed the Rhuur
in o« grip of steel while strong forces of the U.S. 3rd and
7th Adrmies and the French Army on the Rhine smashed
forward into the very heart of the Reich.

To General Crevar’s troops went the honour of Liberating
Ifolland. The First Cdn Corps which had becn moved from
Italy, sprang into action. 2 Cda Corps with £ Cdn Armd Div
on its right flank, drove north along the German-Dutel
Ironticr.

Ior the enemy the bottle was hopeless, and indeed large
forees of Iis troops did lay down their arms. But before
the advancing 1 Avmd Div, the German troops fought
stubbornly c¢nd desperalely. Morve  restricting  thaw  the
enemy’s defenee was however the terrain over which the
Div fought. .ls the advence procceded, the ground beeame
less and less swited for arinovrcd warfare wntil ot last, at
the Kusten Kanel in Germany the tanks were able to provide
only a limited support for the tircd infuntry of 10 C.I.B.

( 105



Rees

Esserden

Ylaswinkel

Delden

Almelo

106

A68. — The morning of 1 Apr was dull and cool, but it
remained relatively dry. Mong the roads in (he gun e
the sub units of 8 Cdn LA A Regt were marshalled for the
move and one by one they slipped into the stream of traffic
rolling towards the Rhine. The convoy moved to-the river
bank opposite Rees, and went clattering across via Blaeck-
friars Bridge. By noon the regiment complete was on the
castern bank of the Rhine, and the units were soon establis-
hed mear Rees in a gutted and  shell-shocked  farm at
Esserden.

369, — The stay in Rees was very short lived, At 1500
hours 1 Apr an orders group at Bde TQ gave tasks to the
troops in an AA role, and advised the regiment ihat it
would move off for Germany at 0100 hours the tollowing
morning.

370. — The column went rumbling off in the blackout, right
on schedule, and rolled steadily along, heading almost due
north. A recce party under Major J. A. Cook which had
wheeled off carlier in the evening met the convoy the
morning of 2 Apr and swung it off the centre line to
harbour near Vlaswinkle. Another jump put the regiment
in Wegdam and on the 5 Apr it had advanced as far as
Borne, with the Tac RHQ just south of Almelo at Zenterden,
371. — 1t was while the Regt was in this area that the
commanding officer received orders to deploy some of its
troops as seeurity guards along the line of marel. The loft
flank of the Division was being serivusly menaced, and the
danger of infiltrating German patrols cutting the bridges
on the Delden-Almelo road could not be ignored. Sueh troops
owere mecessary were theretore immediately placed at
Maj Cool’s disposal and promptly organized as guards
along this very vital route.

372, — The responsibilitics of the commanding officer ex-
panded also in other direetions. Already Div AA Commander
and guardian of the hridges, he was suddenly told that he
was responsible for the deployment of 557 (ML) Bty R.A.

SO

Esche

Esche
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Ems River

Meppen

Meppen

as well. Aceustomed to unusunl tasks, this latter chore was
quickly mastered as were numerous other bizarre tasks that
were soon to follow.

373. — By the 6 Apr the vanguards of the 4 Cdn Armd Div
had probed forward into Germany and were stabbing at
Meppen on the Dortmund-Iims Canal. RIQ and most of
the 8 Cdn LAA Regt moved on the 6 Apr to the Esche area.
but those detachments requived on bLridge defences south of
Almelo remained at their posts.

374, — The Division was now in enemy territory, and oue
by one, P.o.W. cages were being over-run and liberatod,
At first the P.o.Ws were of great interest, but as their
number inereased they beeame a decided embarrassment
There was no immediate organization to take control over
them and administer to their needs, and the hard-pressed
fighting units had not the personnel, equipment nor supplies
to adequately take care of them. North of Iisclie for example,
a cage containing high-ranking Yugoslav officers was Jibe:
rated. Immediately the Yugoslavs took to the roads, causing
considerable aunxiety among those in charge of security in
the Division. The 8 Cdu LAA Regt was near at hand with
o reputation for smartness and efficieney, so immediately
its ganks were raided for a restrictive puard over these
men, pending more permanent arrangements.

375. — The tenuous lines of 4 Cdn Armd Div, running as
they did through long stretches of uneleared German terri-
tory, made further demands on the units. The 70 Bty moved
on 7 Apr to gnard all bridges on the Green Route between
Almelo and Meppen. Small towns on the route became
possible points of ambush, and on § Apr ,,C’? troop was
sent to garrison the enemy town of Neufnhaus,

376. — ,,D’” troop of 101 Bty had meanwhile gone forward
with the IMield regiments of the Div Artillery and on the
night of 7 Apr took part in a fire plan on Meppen which
proceeded the assault crossing of the Ilms River.

377. — The Regt by this time was widely dispersed and on
9 Apr only Tac RHQ plus Echelon (with one troop in
reserve) moved in to Meppen. Requests for additional
troops were almost- immediately made of the regiment.
A Stalag containing 1500 Russians .0.Ws had been contae-
ted by our patrols which reported back that the Germans,
who had withdrawn, had first removed all the food and
smashed the water system. The Russinns  diseased and
crippled, were frightened to have the Allics withdrawn and
anxious to have troops there to proteet them against ihe
possible return of their oppressors.

478, — The 8 Cdn LAA Regt had exactly one gun and
10 men to spare. Tlowever these were despatehed under L.
J. 0. Nicol together with the commanding ofricer’s vehiele
which had been Joaded with plundered food from a defunet
German officer’s mess, and for 48 hours it was a hulwark
against the possible return of the Tlun. Water, ©00, was
hauled to the camp, but there was little that could be done
until adequate supplies and personnel from the proper
ageneies arrived, exeept to reassure ihe Russians. This the
10 men were able somchow to do.
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Wahn 379, — On 12 Apr the 6 Cdn LAA Regt RCA took over all ' : ThC [(usten ](ana[

the garrison and route protection tasks of the units south.
of Meppen. Guards of the 8 Cdn LAA Regt were main- 25 Apr — 5 May 45
tained however on the bridges over the Ems at Meppen
and on a P.o.W. cage at Walin, east of the town itsclf.
Kusten Kanal 380. — Alead of RHQ the Division’s advance was being
pressed through Sogel and Friesoythe and to the Iusten
Kanal, but the strain of the heavy fighting was beginning
to tell, and fresh men were needed to holster the battle.

weary infantry. In aid of the crossing over the Kanal; !
»C"" troop moved forward on 13 Apr in a ground role to i
give support to the assault troops. Stung into action the

enemy sent o 30 man patrol armed with Panzerfaust back {
across the Kanal, intent on getting the guns. With the !

searcity of infantry in the area a more determined body of :

men could have inflicted considerable damage. As it was, i

one of the guns was hazooka’d but the seore was evened by

the capture of 3 of the patrol by men of the troop. More

and more troops of the regiment were spirited away to

other than AA roles, until by 16 Apr only one of the

regiment’s 6 Bofors troops was employed for AA defenco,
Kusten Kanal s8I — What of the others? One troop was operating with

the 15 I*d Regt firing direetional tracer. Another troop,

working under the acgis of the 8§ Td Sqn RCIS was endea-

vouring to keep the one artery for supplies open. Two

froops were operating with the 18 Armd Car Regt as light

field guns. And one troop was in reserve. By 20 Apr the i

rescrve troop was moved up to provide AA protection on

!

the  bridge  across the Kusten Kanal, making G troops !

employed, | B - : ; ecly exchanged he

38 § i y the 25 dpr 45, bets were being frecly exchanged that the
Kusten Kanal 382, — Perhaps the most useful, and certainly the least ' y T ! b Alinos 11

glamorous of these multifold tasks was that of road con- ; war would be over b‘y the end of the month. ‘”“‘0”‘ 01‘101_1'/’

:tru('liou While ,,D?? troop was waging a duel with Nebel ' where the German Froat had crumpled. Almost cverywhere

D - . ” oS as - ’ 4 N

. ¥ . the enemy had had cnough.
werfer detachments aned dodging patrols of Germans armed & ¥ 4

with bazookas, and while ,,A’? and 1377 troops were hurling
shells into enemy positions, B troop (and later ,D7?
troop) was working feverishly to prevent the advance #rom
stalling completely  through lack of supplies. The job of
keeping the spongy dirt track whiell was the Div axis open
to traffic was beyond the capabilities of the Engincers
themselves. Therefore the work done by the guiners of the
S Cdn LAA rvegt was essential to the continuing advance,

Viclory was in the air. Only o few pockets held by desperate

men made any atlempt lo resist he cAllics. Tt was however,

against such a pockel and against sweh men that the 4 Cda

Armd Div was pitted. The foree that opposed our men was
: a motley one. Cracl: paratroops, Vollksyrenadicrs, marines
; . and sailors, all were there, Bué the had plenly of machine

guns and mortars, plenty of Panzerfaust, and above all an
¥ wnvaluable ally in the terrain. Elscwhere deep advances and

large surrenders were meeting the Allied troops. Dut at the
i end of the Green Loute there was a sullen savage battle to
) | the finish.

! The Division was advancing as an isoleled finger poinling
A towards Bad Zwischenahn and Oldenburg, a probing tenta-
i cle with long vulnerable flanks ranning back to the Kusten
IKanal. On cither side of this salient were strong enemy
i ‘ Jorces, capelle unless chceked, of Laifing in from the sides
i and culling the life line of the Division where it erossed
: the Kanal. Every may in 10 CAD. and £ C.A.B. was needed

wn the forward of yensice velion, and yct somchow resources

had to be found to hold off the Ilun on cilher side of the
i line of advance. T'wo finc regiments of gunncrs, the 5 A4 Tk
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and the 8 LAA Regts, cach with wmfantry expericnece wore
available. The deeision to cmploy them as infantry was
inevitable.

»Cease five’’ came at 0800 hrs 5 May 45 with the Div,
proleeted on cither flank by the gunners of the 5§ A Tk and
8 LdAd Reyts RC.1, driving forward to Bad Zwischenaln,

383, — 25 Apr was « fine warm spring day. Overhead
Typhoons of the T.AF. wheeled and zoomed as they pounded
enemy strong points ahead. Never had air support been more
complete and more continuous. But despite this support, the
advance to the north was painfully slow.

38+ — At Tac RIIQ, a group of officers including 3 Bty
commanders and the B.M. 11Q RCA were gathered together.,
They had barely been scated for dinner when the telephone
rang. There was a brisk conversation, the other perty rang
off and everyone waited expectantly for the news.

385. — They were not disappointed. With the sun already
low in the western sky, tlie regiment had heen ordered to
relieve the Lake Superior Regt in an infantry role forthwith.

486, — The 70 Bty was the least involved of the units of
the regiment, and in the fading light recee parties set of f
to contact the out-going unit. 1t was to he the task of that
Bty to deploy its troops, using its own guns for Artiliery
support, along the Kusten Kanal.

387. — The Kanal itsclf, a formidable water barrier cutting
the centre line, had been spanned by the engincers with o
Bailey bridge. But the 4 Cdn Armd Div salient across the
Kanal meant literally that the Division was fighting on
3 sides. The most vulnerable point of the salient was at
the Kusten Kanal and up until the night of the 25 Apr
the eastern approaches of the bridge had been guarded by
the Motor Btn. Now the task was being handed over to the
70 Bty. The troops were swiftly moved up the Kanal and
deployed, one on cach side of the obstacle as infantry, under
Captains W. A. J. Kennedy and I W. Simms,

388. — The men taking over the scetor were immediately
engaged with small avms fire, and a brisk battle ensued
out of which the 70 Bty cmerged with one prisoner. Again
on the 26 Apr, o fieree exchange of shots oceurred, but this
time, backed by their own formidable 40mm guns, there was
no doubt of the outcome, and 4 prisoners surrendered
themselves to the 70’s cocky gunners, .
389. — On 27 Apr, 102 Bty went the way of the 70. The
5 A Tk Regt and the New Bruuswick Rangers had been
standing off the enemy east of Osterscheps. Now they were
required for other duties. So in went the 102 as infantry,
As if to show the neweomers how it was done, the 70 patrols
grabbed {wo more prisoners that afterncon.

390. — ,,C’? troop was taken off its AA role on the bridge
over the Kanal. On the 28 Apr a possible ,back door’’
route for German forees bent on attacking 4 Cdn Armd Div
rear lay down the single road leading from Oldenburg to

o5 ipransio
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Triesoythe south of the Kusten Kanal. Armoured cars of
the Royal Cdn Dragoons were already in position, but not
in sufficient strength to guarantee the security of the
supply line. To this threatened seetor Capt Tolson and Licut.

F. J. Morgan led the men and guns of ,C’’ troop, 101 Bty.

391 — While ,C’’ troop was moving south and cast on
its new task, a consolidation was taking place on the
70—102 scctors. Parties from cucl Bty, equipped with mine-
detectors, set out simultancously to clear a route from 70
to 102 BIIQs via a tertiary road running north from the
Kanal banks two miles cust of the main Div axis. A Jarge
number of mines were discovered and disarmed, but betfore
vehicle contact eould be made a bridge had to be Dbuilt.
This was accomplished, and patrols were able to dominate
& strong perimeter running north from the Kanal to the
Div line cust of Osterseheps.

392, — This entire seetor was extremely lively. The 70 Bty
had alveady heen subjeeted o heavy smull arms firve, in
addition to shelling and mortaring, and further north the
162 Bty found ihe encmy cqually agovessive, The Dtys
themselves were very of fensive minded, On the Kusten Kt
»A77and (B2 troops had already mastered their opponents.
HI177 and B troops were just as anxious to try the metal
of the enemy that opposed them. For the latter the opport-
unity for action came on the 29 Apr.

303. — North of the 8§ Cdn LAA Regt scetor and in a
aguely defined area, a battalion of the Royal Marines had
been operating. Liaison had already Dbeen established with
their outposts. On the morning of 29 Apr a fighting patrol
from 1977 troop, 102 Bty, with Capt. R.L. White at its
licad, moved cast on a reeee. They contacled the cnemy and
were Toreed after a sharp battle to withdraw leaving one
man dead on the ground. When therefore a strong carrier
force of the Marines proposed that a joint patrol from the
Marines and the 8§ Cdn LAA Regt return to ihe ground,
»I877 troop leapt at the chance for revenge, Iive support
was arranged from ,1'?? troop and the eurriers under the
leadership of Marine officers, planned to clear the area in
which , 15’7 troop had met opposition that morning.

39+ — It was approximately 1630 Lours when ihe patrol
set out. Almost immediately communieations with the guns
broke down, but toolishly as it afterwards appeared, the
carriers continued on their wer. As the patrol approached
the enemy {erritory it was ambushed, Swept from all sides
by machine gun fire, the troops dismounted to fight it out.
Lt. R. H. Marshall who was in charge of the § Cdn LAA
Regt component of the forces took eover under the arrier,
and was with tho rest of his men giving a good aceount
of himsclf when the driver of the carvier, without warning,
backed the machine over his body.
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395. — I'rom ,F’’ troop’s position the situantion was not
clear. Out of communication, they could only observe the
battle helplessly. When it finally became elear that ihe
patrol had been largely wiped out, and that the German
ambush had suceceded, the guns extracted heavy casualties
from the cnemy. Dut beeause they were not in contact with
the patrol, the fire power of the troop was not brought inte
play until atter the disaster was complete.

396, -— The losses of the regiment were really not so heavy.,
3 men out of the 5 men employed were missing. But added to
the casualties that morning, plus one dead and one wounded
in the 70 Bty, it was an impressive enough toll.

397. — The following day the guns were again used to
hammer the German positions, and again the dividend of
prisoners came volling in. On the 1 May the dosage iwas
repeated and more prisoners surrendeved.

308, — The Marines moved out from their position on the
left flank- of 102 Bty on May Day. ,C’’ troop, no longer
required south of the Kanal was moved to fill the gap,
gotting into position as night fell on the 1 May. It is to
be noted that 20mm guns were used that day. These equip-
ments consisted of 4 Polsten guns mounted on o power
operated turret and capable ol turning out a Jarge volume
of fire. When the regiment went into {he infantry vole
two of these equipments were in the hands of an instruce-
tional cadre which was eonducting a school in the regiment
on the use of these weapons. Sinee no personnel were available
for the school once the infantry role was undertaken, these
instructional guns were pressed into operational serviee.
The immediate result was the taking of 9 POWs,

399. — On 2 May there was a mass surrender of eivilians
opposite 102 Bty who vouchsafed the information that ihe
Germans had pulled out of their positions during the night.
The following day a strong patrvol under Capt Roy White
completed clearing the area, taking 3 prisoners cnroute.
On the return of this patrol the Brigadier immediately
ordered the regiment to advance and occupy Jeddoloh and
from that point {o embark on a clearing operation which
in conjunction with 10 C.LIB. on the left flank and 2 Cdn
Inf Div on the right would cnsure that the flanks and rear
of Cdn Troops advancing into Oldenburg would be safe.
The arca given to the regiment comprised almost 40 square
miles of difficult territory. *

400. — There were several hridge-building and road repair
jobs needed before even Jeddoloh was reached and from
that point the entire regiment wus sent off on different
routes bent on completely sweeping the area.

401. — The patrols were conducted with dash and initiative
and cven the paratroops showed little hesitation in surren-
dering to these determined gummers. On the right flank,
contact was made with a 2 Div patrol working out of
Oldenburg, and after the clearing operation was completed,
over 40 prisoners were found in the 8 Cdn LAA Regt net

i
|

Gut Horn

402, — Contact having been lost with the enemy, the Regt,
less ,,C’’ troop on bridge protection and D’ troop on
road construction, was withdrawn and concentrated north
east of Bad Zwischenaln at Gar Horn. Word was received
the evening of 4 May that the surrender of the enecmy in
North Germany, North Ifolland and Denmark had been
arranged, the ,Cease fire’” to come at 0800 hours § May 45.

403. — Prompily at the said hour the orders to ccase fire
came from Bde HQ and the gumnners relaxed, their great
task finally ended. The German War had ended for the
8 Cdn LAA Regt RCA.
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API‘CS Iil G uerre

5 May 45 — 77

JUST CALL ME LARRY!

Lt-Col k. J. llegan, Commanding Officer
from July to December, 1945,

The cessation of hostilitics on the First Cdn drmy Iront
did not at once mean o veduclion in aclivity, an orgy of
celebration, wor a swift retern to Conada. .1 large well-
armed and well-organized foree of the cucmy stll eristed in
worth-west Furope, and the disermament of (lis foree had
to be cccomplisiied.

£ Cdn Aimd Div ool ils pert in the roundivg up of eneny

stragglers and the neatralization of ley poiils. Eventuatly
the Division was withdrawn from Germany and was gicen
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@ concentration area in castern ITolland in the Almelo,
Iinschede, Ruurlo area. Iere the Division laid down its
arms and began to prepare for its icturn to Canada.

The £ Cdn Armd Div was the last Division to leave Canada
It was destined 1o be the last to return. s the intervening
months wore on, sports, cducation, recrealion were all
Jeatured to while away the weary hours, before repatriation
was achicved,

404 — The regiment remained at Gut IfTorn in Germany
long enough to celebrate VE Day on 8 May 45. It then
moved south to the Torsholt aren, from whence protective
guards were  dispatehed  to look after special German
cquipment. The unit vehieles were used to colleet stores and
ammunition seattered about the country and a precautionery
search was made in the area for mines, concealed weapons
and eseaped prisoners.

405. — At Torsholt an inspeetion was held by the GOC
and the regiment roundly complimented on its fine war
reeord. Later also Lt-Gen Guy Simonds took the salute of
the @ Cdn LAA Regt RCA.

406. — The regiment moved into a concentration area in
Holland 26 May. RIIQ went to Ruurlo, while the Btys found
accomodation in the village of Borculo about 12 kilometres
distant.

407. — On the 8 Jun a farewell march past and salute to
the guns was held with the GOC 4 Cdn Armd Div, Maj-Gen
C. Vokes taking the salute. The parade consisted of the figh-
ting cehelons of 15 ¥d, 23 Fd (SP), 5 A tk and 8§ LAA
Regts RCA, and as the guns rolled past for the last time
a guard of honour from the 8§ LAA Regt snapped to ihe
pPresent Arms’? After the march past, the guns swung
into column of route and Lt-Col E. W. Cormack took the
salute of his Regiment as it rumbled through Ruurlo.

408. — The farcwell to the guns by no means meant the
last of the regiment’s chores however. On 26 Jun ihe unit
moved en masse to Amsterdam where with the Provost it
worked at its old and well-practised job of route restriction.
The occasion was the liberation eclebrations in the eity of
Amsterdam, and in order to control the crowds during a
mamoth parade, men of the 8 Cdn LAA Regt were ealled
upon to assist the authorities. The Regt returned to castern
Holland on the 29 Jun having, as always, accomplished its -
objective with encergy and precision,

409. — By the end of Jun, the disintegration of the regi-
ment had begun. Commencing slowly at first, the tempo
of repatriation increased sharply in July, and by mid Aug
apart from a framework of veterun ofticers and key per-
sonnel, the whole regiment had changed almost beyond
reecognition.
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410. — Undoubtedly the most significant alteration in the
unit occurred when on 1 Jul Lt-Col Cormack left the regi-
ment to assume the duties of C.R.A. at HQ RCA. This was
not a new thing. As long as Div Arty had existed (and
indeed longer) Lt-Col Cormack had been the Brigadier’s
deputy, and as such had often acted in the C.R.A’s stead.
But the appointment this time was permanent and entailed
his movement to Bde Q. -

411. — To replace Lt-Col Cormack as commanding offieer
went Major (now Lt-Col) R. J. Hegan. Almost as much
o fixture in the 8 Cdn LAA Regt as Lt-Col Cormack, and
indeed a worthy successor, Lt-Col Hegan beeame the only
other officer to command the Regiment. Other great chan-
ges occurred. Splendid officers with great records of service
in battle, cfficient NCOs and gallant gunners who had
served with the Regt from its incubation, departed one
by one. But under the new commander the character and
gpirit of a regiment so carcfully created and tempered in
action by Lt-Col Cormack was maintained and preserved
by the remaining few for as long as the regiment endures.
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A/)penc]ices

Ileroes Moffatt and Dearle
are decorated by the G.0.C.

HOHOUI‘S and ‘AVVEII‘CIS

Order of the British Empire
Lt-Col E. W. Cormack

Military cross

Capt. R. L. White

Croiz De Guerre (Belgian)
Major R. A. McAlpine

Crotx de Guerre (French)
Capt. A. Mclville
L-403 B.S.M. Moffatt, C. .

Ailitary Medal

B-11888 L'Bdr. Brown, R. A. C.
R-15502 RSM  Iall, F. C.
II-35261 BSM  Iaywood, A. L.
H-75122  Sgt. Johnson, M. IS
British Empire AMedal

H-35296 RSM  Tlrick, R.
H-100574 Gnr. Kustra, J.

Mention Im Despatches

Lt-Col R. J. Hegan

. B-15666  Sgt.
B-1867+ Sgt.
L-6179¢  Sgt.
1-35564  Sat.
11-75160  Gnr.
B-15691 Bdr.

Henderson, T. G. H.
James, C. 1.
LaRoeque, A. H.
Leleu, H. S, =
Myhill, G. W,
Ryan, C. N.

Commander-in-Chief’s Cerlificate

L-28n Bdr.
H-75741 BQMS
L-6183%  Gur.
I-75307  L'Sgt.
11-75255  A/Sgt.
B-15657 Gnr.
Major
H-82290  Sgt.
B-45459 Gur.

- Bishop, W. C.

Boyd, A. L.
Bradshaw, R. A,
Dearle, D. J.
Taston, G. W.
MceEwen, J. D.
R. A. McAlpine
Sinelair, G. Ai.
Wood, G. I
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Casua]ty List Killed

Number  Rank Name Bty Date of Casualty

Lt Brown, Albert II. 70 Bty 8 Aug it

Capt Waldie, Iirnest R. 102 Bty 8 Aug 44
B-15002 RSM Abel, Perey D, ° RHQ 20 Aug 44

Gnr Avey, I W. 102 Bty 27 Jul 41
B-105124 Gnr Bowslaugh, Wilbur E. 102 Bty 15 Aug 41
F-5614  Gnr Brackett, Ndward J. 70 Bty 7 Sep 4+
L-380 L/Sgt Brown, Robert J. 101 Bty 8 Aug 4t
M-50442 Gnr Cawthra, William R. 101 Bty 26 Aug 44
H-75210 DBdr Coleman, Alvero D. 70 Bty 7 Sep 44
L-61746 Gur Collard, John A. 101 Bty 8 Aug 44
H-75083 Cnr Ewen, Frank M. 70 Bty 7 Sep 44
L-57630 Gur File, Frederick K. 101 Bty S Aug 44
H-75147 Guor Fineh, Glen A. RIIQ T Aug 44
K-76640 Gnr Fyte, Dugald 102 Biy S Aug 44
M-61011 Gnr Gardiner, Andrew 101 Bty 26 Aug 44
L-G1821 Sgt Gillingham, C, A. 101 Bty 8 Aug 44
H-75308 Gnr Hamilton, William 70 Bty 7 Aug 4t
M-101046 Gur ITope, Albert N. 70 Dty 4 Aug 44
11-82207  Gur Irving, William 70 Bty 7 Aug 44
78194 Gar Kcizer, Walter B. 102 Bty 27 Aug 4t
B-15538 Gnr Langford, Gordon W, 102 Bty 15 Aug 4
D-68-43 inr Lockett, George 70 Bty 7 Scp 4t
M-36900 Gur Lucas, Gordon A. ) 70 Bty 7 Scp 44
B-15660 LjSgt O’Neil, Tilly C. 102 Bty 20 Apr 45
H-75096  Gnr Ramsay, Hilliam, M, 70 Bty 7 Scp 44
D-137018 Gnr Royea, Chavies N, 8 Ang 41
A-57044 Gor Russoll, Frnest . 70 Bty 7 Sep M
H-75172 L/Bdr White, Francis 70 Bty 18 Sep 4t

Died of wouncls‘

Number Rk Name Bty Daleof Casualty
L-366 Gnr Crampean, Neil G. 101 Bty 27 Sep 44
II.75255  Set Taston, George W, 70 Dty T Sep 4t
B-120546 Bdr Lambert, Arthur L. 101 Bty 290 Aug 44
G-6048  Gnr Maxwell, Donald W, 70 Bty 24 Oct 44
B-45924¢ Pte McCulley, Robert 7 Scp 44
1-67245 Gnr Metealfe, Lyle E. 102 Bty 20 Oect 44
L-74647 Gur Olson, Carl G. 70 Bty 20 Apr 45
L-61707 Gnr Haint John, W, 101 Bty 8 Aug 44
F-82431 CGur Suerry, Mauriee R, 70 Dty 5 Aug 44
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_B-15002

L-63595
F-77358
L-61788
13-21848
1.-61803
L-61751
B-111923
A-31257
M-37091
L-G1123
L-100326
B-112429
L-6G1779
13-22627
1-G1838
163723
L-320
L- 18515
161702
L-57637
B-15535
L-440
L-360
B-15664
L-62110
A-GU324
M-30442
43817
D-118721
A-57016
L-57862
M-GS0-+0
L-57846
K-15735
L-101730
L-GIS15
K-49758
C-120396
I-75148
IL-75114
L-61745

Lt
Capt.

Major

Lt-Col
Capt
Capt
Lt
Lt
Capt
Lt
Lt
Capt
RSM
Gnr
anr
Pte
Sot
Gnr
Gur
L;Ball‘
Gy
Gnr
mr
nr
L/Bdr
Gnr
Sot
Cur
Ginr
L/Bdr
Gnr
Cur
Ginr
L/Bdr
I'te
Gnr
Gar
L/Bdr
Gur
Gnr
Gnr
L/Rdr
Gnr
Gnr
anr
’te
Gnr
Gnr
Gnr
anr
Gnr
Gur
L/Bdr
1, Badr

\/\/O un(lecl

Bishop, Allan G.
Buek, William M.
Cook, John Anderson
Cormack, Iric Wyld
tistey, Clavence L. I,
Havper, Donald D, I,
AMarshall, Stewart 1i.
McELennan, Arvthur D,
Melville, Alan
Rieardo, David W, C.
Russell, Williany 8,
Wolstenhohne, D, A.
Abel, Perey D.
Arvmstrony, Harvvey
Aresennlt, Peter Gu
Barnard, Douglus, K.
Laraett, Leon C.
Lauder, Gustave
Bell, James L.
Bellamy, Perey Jr.
Bender, Clayton 11,
Bender, Philip
Beviss, Stuart W,
Blommuedi, John 11,
Bois, Francis A,
Boulton, Charles R.
Dourgeois, Patrick
Bradshaw, Ray A,
Bratton, James A.
UDriltz, Matihow M,
Brooks, Mathew W,

Brongh, William 7. M.

Buttar, William R.
Caldwell, Chavles C.
Cale, Idwin I,
Cardin, Joseph D.
Careswell, Frie R.
Casement, Lloyd, T,
Caven, Lorne A,
Cawthra, William R.
Clamp, Iiric
Clarke, Edwin 1<,
Clifford, Jack N.
Corke, John L. @,
Cormack, A. S.
Cote, John L.
Crost, Jerry 11
Cubbiteooke, 1. G,
Dividson, James R,
Davies, Froest 11
Davis, Williaum I,
Donaldson, \. C. A.
Dow, Norman 1.,
Dow, Trank II.

102 Bty
102 Bty
70 Bty
RUQ
101 Bty
70 Bty
102 Bty
101 Bty
70 Bty
70 Bty
RHQ
101 Bty
RIIQ
101 Bty
101 Bty
101 iy
102 Bty
101 Bty

101 Bty

102 Gty
RIIQ
101 Gty
101 Dy
101 Bty
102 Bty
101 Bty
102 Bty
101 Bty
101 By
101 By
101 Bty
101 By
70 Bty
RHQ
101 Bty
101 Bty
RIQ
101 By
70 Bty
101 Bry
101 Bty
RIQ
102 Bry
101 Bty
70 Bty
el By
101 Bty
101 Bry
101 Bty
101 By
101 Bty
70 Bry
70 Bty
101 Bty

(

9 Aug 44
27 Aug 44
S Aug 44
29 Oct 44
S Aur 44
26 Oct 44
6 May 45
S Aug 44
2 Mar -5
S Aug 4}
17 Jun 44
21 Sep 44
7 Aug
§ Aug #
S Aug H
S Aug 44
14 Ang 44
S Aug 44
S Aug 4t
13 Aug Hb
7T Aug 4t
8 Aug 41
S Aug 4
S Aug 4
> .'\U:.’,' 44
S Aug 44
S Ang 44
S Aug b
S Aug 4
30 Jul 44
SoAug bt
N Aug b
+oAug 44
200 Aug 44
S Aug 44
S Aug 44
24 Mar 1)
S Aug 44
S Aug 4t
S Aug M4
S Aug 44
T Aug 44
19 \ug

-
RL L LY L L~

Aung 4t
Sep 44

Aung b
Aug 44
Aug  +
Ang H
Aug
Aug 44
Oct 44
Mar 45
Aug 44
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Number

1I-67490
L-577G4
L-100501
F-95147
L-61742
B-15626
I[-75313
L-282
H-75262
B-22408
L-62117
L-57854
B-15595
H-10C029
L-100167
1[-75021
L-100484
L-57849
J-75215
K-14113
L-57605
L-57684
L-66418
L,-102869
L-30t
II-626G9
L-100-t00
B-84649
1-35564
L-26409
B-15507
X-70815
B-15561
L-26412
L-100248
1[-100518
F-51292
I-45603
T.-57884
L-G1709
1.-66504
L-61820
L-403
H-100030
I1-75124
1I-75169
I-3474
H-G+S41
L-110209
B-75062
D-26572
H-606515
B-45008
L-576406
H-75010

120

Runl:

Gnr
Set
Gur
Gnr
Cpl
L/Bdr
Ginr
Sgt.
A/Bdr
Sgt
Gnr
Gnr
Bdr
Gnr
Gnr
Cpl
Gnr
Sgt
LyBdr
Gnr
L Sgt
L/Bdr
Gur
Gnr
Bdr
Gnr
Gnr
Gnr
Sgt
Cnr
BSAI
Gnr
Gnr
Gnr
mr
Gnr
Gnr
Gnr
Sgt
Gnr
Cnr
L/Bdr
Sgt
Gnr
Gnr
Gnr
Gnr
L'Bdr
Cnr
nr
Cpl
BSM
Gur
\/Bdr
A'BSM

(

Downie, Robert

Name

Drury, Ray G.
Dubyk, Dmytro
Eagles, Ralph S.
Tlustace, John S.
Fairbrother, J. AL
Tarmer, Jack R.
IFeader, James Al
Feldman, Phillip Z.
Iess, Donald, L.
Fuglerud, Henry M.
Goldsack, Leslie R.
Goodwill, John
Gustafson, Obert W,
Harkness, N. A. G.
IHavlik, Albert J.
Hilts, Arthur, M.
Hopkins, Geoffrey, A.
Hryeak, Mathew
Itully, Ceeil I,
Juckson, Floyd I,
Kay, IHarvey L.
Kazuska, Nick
Kelly, Lester W.
Kennedy, Cecil G.
Kolke, Paul
Konkin, Fred
Konyi, Coleman J.
Leleu, Harry S.
Letkeman, George
Lodge, J. A.
Loney, Leonard G.
Lucas, Harold E.
MaceDougall, John R.
Marsh, George IL.
McConnell, D. 15,

MecCoombes, Douglas, 1.

McKenzie, John
Medlullen, John J.
McPhee, Ronald A,
Metz, Felix, G.
Mitchell, Ralph R,
Moffatt, Ceeil A.
Morrice, John A,
Mouck, James II.
Myhill, Gordon W,
Page, Vietor, J.
Patterson, W. R.
Paul, Donald L. II.
Peters, David
Powers, Dennis R. N.
Prokaska, Peter
Reid, Kenneth, E.
Ritchie, James C.
Robertson, Blair A,

70
70
101
101
101
102

Bty  Date of Casualt;,

Bty
Bty
Bty
Bty
Bty
Bty

RIIQ

101
70
101
101
101
102
70
101
70
101
101

Bty
Bty
Bty
Bty
Bty
Bty
Bty
Bty
Bty
Bty
Bty

70 Bty
102 Bty

70
101

- 101

101
101

70
101
102

Bty
Bty
Bty
Bty
Bty
Bty
Bty
Bty

RHQ

101
102
102
102
101
101
70
101
102
101
101
101
101
101
70
70
70
102
70
70
70
102
70
101
70
101

Bty
Bty
Bty
Bty
Bty
Bty
Bty
Bty
Bty
Bty
Bty
Bty
Bty
Bty
Bty
Bty
Bty
Bty
Bty
Bty
Bty
Bty
Rty
Bty
Bty
Bty

19
14

Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
May
Aug
May
Sep
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Sep
Mar
Sep
Scp
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Mar
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
May
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Apr
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Sep
Sep
Apr
Apr
Sep
Aug
Aug
Mar
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug

Number  Rank Name Bty Duateof Casually

L-54805 Gnr Robertson, Ray W, 70 Bty 27 Aug 44
L-353 Bdr Roe, Maddison, I, F. 101 Bty 8 Aug 44
L-57607 Gnur Schuck, John A. 70 Bty 4 Aug 44
L-61822" Gnr Shefficld, Robert B. 101 Bty 8 Aug 4
H-100762 Gnr Sinelair, Norman 70 Bty 14 Aug 44
M-66346 L/Bdr Smith, Albert J. 101 Bty 8§ Aug 44
L-62129  Gur Smith, Clifford, G. 101 Bty 2 Aug 4

“1I-75311 L/Bdr Smith, Leslie P. 70 Bty 29 Mar 45
L-338 Pte Smith, Ressie J. 101 Bty § Aug 44

B-130610 Gnr Spence, Clarence T. 70 Bty 4 Aug 44

L-355 Bdr Stewart, John A. 101 Bty 8 Aug

M-56571 L/Bdr Sullivan, Douglas, 11. 101 Bty 20 Aung M
L-57628 Gnr Talbot, Lycll M. 70 Bty 4 Aug 44

L-1050+ Gnr Taylor, Alfred J. 101 Bty 8 Aug 44

H-75238 L/Bdr Taylor, Gordon L. RHQ 24 Oct 44

L-292 Gnr Tebb, Klmer A. 101 Bty 8 Aug 44

L-61744 DBdr Thompson, George © 101 Bty 8§ Aug 44

13-110907 L/Bdr Trainor, Glyn 1. 102 Bty 14 Aug 44

B-22573 Gnr Turner, Richard n. 102 Bty 8§ Aug 4

B3-44843 Gnr ‘wining, Larry T, 70 Bty 3 Mar 45

L-100522 Gnr Vaudenameele, Henry 101 Bty § Aug 44
L-54799 Gnr Walton, Arnold R. 101 Bty 26 Aug 44

L-61844 Sgt Walton, Noecl L. S. 101 Bty 21 Sep 44

L-61747 Gnr Watt, Clarence A. 101 Bty 8 Aug 4t

L-62101 Gur Wawrenchuk, Stephen 101 Bty 8 Aug 44

L-61824 CGur Wetaski, William 101 Bty 8 Aug

B-22412 Sgt Witherspoon, A. 102 Bty 27 Aug 44

L-G1767 Gnr Ziegler, John 101 Bty 8 Aug 44

1.-61819 Gnr Zwack, Lloyd M, 101 Bty 28 Mar 45

DleCI

L-57872 Gnr Abbott, W, S. 70 Bty 11 Jun 44
11-614971 Gnr Antonyszyn, 12, 70 Bty 15 Jul 45
L-61807 Gnr Jenjamin, E. R, 101 Bty 22 May 43
L-61813 L/Bdr Bryde, N. - 101 Bty S Sep 45
11-75155  L'Sgt Flynn, Clifford G. 70 Bty 22 Aug bt
IX-10219  Gnr Gates, John R, 101 Bty 6 Oct 44
B-15711 Sgt Hendry, G. L. RIIQ 2 Apr 45
11-75122  Sgt Johnston, M. I, 70 Bty 17 Nov 44
11-100574 Gnr Kustra, Jack .70 Bty 22 Nov 44
B-15503 Sat Maloney, Joseph E. 102 Bty 19 Scp 42
I-75187 L/Bdr Mushumanski, Victor 70 Bty 13 Apr 43
L-61755 A Sgt Reid, W. J. © 101 Bty 16 Jan 44
G-52039 Gnor Tavlor, John C. . 70 Bty 15 Sep 44

L-61825 Bdr Wakeficld, C. H. : 101 Bty 27 May 43

Re[eased PO\/V

M-12263 L/Bdr Kauppila, A. 102 Bty 29 Apr 45
B-15626 L/Bdr Fairbrother, J. M. 102 Bty 29 Apr 45
Lt Marshall, S. I, 102 Bty 20 Apr 45
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Nusiber  Ranlk

Slate of

" Lt-Col. 1.
Major I.
Major D.
Major R.
Capt D,
Capt R,
Capt  C.
Capt XK.

W.
1.

A.

J.
D.

Al
S,
C.

Capt  J.G.

Licut I\
Licut A
Licut A,
Licut J.
Licut G.
Licut D,
Licut G.
Licut G.

11/Capt A

Subs

Ranl
1. Lt-Col
2. Major
3. Major

4. Major
5. Major
6, Capt.
7. Capt
8. Capt
0. Capt
10.  Capt
11. Capt
12. Capt
3. Capt
14, Capt
15. Capt
16. Capt
17. Capt
18. Capt
19, Capt
20. Capt
21, Capt
22, -Licut
23. Licut
24, Licut
25. Licut

122

N.

*

Cormack
I".Clark
M.MacLaren
Tlegan
E.larper
MeAlpine
MeKay
Pennie
Barry
Balls
Rishop
Brown
Cairns
Crawford
Dawson
Hamilton
Howden

McConnell

Aceting

Ranl

Name

OH icers
Licut
Licut
Licut
Licut
Licut
Licut
Liecut
Licut
Licut
Licut.
Licut
Licut
Licut
Licut
Licut
Licut

RCAMC

Attached

I S[)Vl'

Slate of Officers 28

Name

Bly Duleof Casually

- 18 Aug 42

F. W. Johnson

W. A. J.Xennedy

F. M. Ladd

H. S.  Lockwood

D.J. o Lymn

J. B, Liawson

F. J.  Morgan

. G, McGavin

G. B. I".MacKay

G P Redwood

L. A. Rose

W. S, Russell

D. R, Sheldon RCAPC
R. L.  White

M. L. Williams

A. H.  Wilson

Ww. Snowden  S.A.Aux

July 1944

) Appt V

Cormack I,
Cook J.
legan R.
MacLaren D.
MeAlpine %
Donaldson I
Hammond DA
Harper D.
Tlowden + 8
Leatherdale L.
McGavin I,
Meldrum : B,
Melville A,
Neshitt J.
Pennie K.
Watson B
White R.
Wilson A
Wolstenholme D,
Wood i
Waldie 4.
Armstrong B.
Balls 808
Bishop A
Brown Al

W,

. M.

i 8

C.0.

0.C. 70 Bty
0.C. 101 Bty
2 i

0.C. 102 Biy
70 AT C

101 C T C
0B TC
102D 7T C

70 Bty Capt
Adjt
101JTC
0CcTC
PMR *
Q.M.

M.O.

1021 TC
101 Bty Capt
0r1rTC
102 Bty Capt
102 1T ¢

10T J Tp Sub
102 D 'I'p Ldr
102 ¥ Tp Ldr
70 A Tp Ldr

Subs Aeting Name Appt

Rank Raul
26. Licut Cairns J. Al 101 BHQ Sub
27. Licut Frazer C. M. 70 A Tp Sub
28. Licut Gemmel J.: P. 102 D Tp Ldr
29. Licut Godkin C. B. 102 T Tp Sub
2 Licut [ale W, R. 70 C Tp Sub
21, Licut Kennedy V. AL 70 C Tp Ldr
32, Licut Lawson Jo B 102 BIIQ Sub
33. Licut Libbey R, W. 70 Bty B Tp Sub
34. Licut Lockwood LS. 101 G Tp Ldr
35. Licut Lynn D. J. 70 BHQ Sub
36.  Lieut MeRae D. J. 102 'vp Sub
37. Licut Moran W i, RHQ 0.0.
38, Licut Morgan Py 101 I Tp Ldr
39, Lieut Nelms ¥. G 100 1L Tp Sub
40. Licut Nicol J. 0. 102 E Tp Ldr
41. Licut Rieardo Dy W € 0BTL
42, Licut Russell W, 8. 101 JTL
3. Licut Wiliiams Mt L. 101 G 1'p Sub
+ Capt Buck AW, M. Tp CY Tp 102
45, Capt Ilstey C. L B Tp C Z 1p 101
46, Capt Munro G, D. Tp C X Tp 70
47. Licut Gwynne W T'p Sub X
48, Licut Haddow Y, G TLY
49, Licut Mc¢Lennan A 12 T L Z
50. Leut Reid Wi A T L X
51, Licut St Onge JoALWL Tp Sub Y
52. Lieut Taylor &, B Tp Sub %

Attached

Subs Acting Naue Appt

Ll Ranlk:

H'Capt McConnell NS, Chaplain

Spyvr MelLintock P. Y.M.C.A.

Licut Iader . S. X +A L.
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Ollicers Slate - 8 May 45

Subs Acting Name Present A ppointment
Rank Rank Corps Ilcld
1. Lt-Col Ex W, Cormack  R.C.A. C.0.
2. Major R. J. Hegan” R.C.A. 2 ile
3. Major J. A Cook R.C.A. 0.C. 70 Bty
4. Major R. A. McAlpine R.C.A. 0.C. 102 Bty
5. Capt A/Major J: 0, Boeekh R.C.A. 0.C. 101 Bty
6. Capt R. O. Flett R.C.AM.C. M.O.
7. Capt .-G, Hammond R.C.A. D Tp Comdr
8. Capt G. M. Howden R.C.A. I tp Comdr
9. Capt W. AL J. Kennedy  R.C.A. A Tp Comdr
10. Capt L. L. Leatherdale R.C.A. 70 Bty Capt
11. Capt W T, Moran R.C.A.
12, Capt J. R. Nesbitt R.C.AP.C. PMR
13, Capt K. C. Pennie R.C.A. Q.M.
14 Capt D.W. C Ricardo R.C.A. Adjt
15, Capt HIAY, Simms R.C.A. B Tp Comdr
16. Capt R. L. White R.C.A. E Tp Comdr
17. Cuapt A, H. Wilson R.C.A. 101 Bty Capt
18. Capt @:-D. Wood R.C.A. 102 Bty Capt
19. Licut F. N. Balls - R.C.A. I Tp Ldr
20. Liecut J. A. Cairns R.C.A. D Tp Ldr
21. Licut C. M. Fraser R.C.A. 102 BHQ Sub
22, Licut J. P, Gemmell  R.C.A. E Tp Sub
23. Licut D. A. Green R.C.A. F Tp Sub
24, Licut C. w. Griffith  R.C.A. A Tp Ldr
25. Licut W. R. Iule R.C.A. 70 BHQ Sub
26. Licut Li L, Johns R.C.A. A Tp Sub
27. Licut R. W. Libbey R.C.A. B Tp Ldr
28, Licut 1L, S. Lockwood R.C.A. C Tp Comdr
290, Licut IL:.D. McKnight R.C.A. B Tp Sub
30. Licut &, D, MeLennan R.C.A.  ~ 101 BIIQ Sub
31. Licut F. J. Morgan R.C.A. C Tp Ldr
33, Liecut J. 0. Nicol R.C.A. I Tp Sub
33. Licut W. S. Russell R.C.A. 1.0.
Lieut J. R. Wastle R.C.A. C Tp Sub

34,

1_2_4 /

Officers Attached in Fxcess of W. E.

SI;V P,
Lieut D.
Lieut  J.

J.
B.

MecLintoek
Lynn
Vaughan
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