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Make the neighborhood first again-

Make the neighbourhood st again

Incia s licing towards a situation where i is neither feared nor loved by other South Asian countries
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* New Delhi’s connect with its South Asian

neighbours is weaker.

Maldives
Nepal
Pakistan
Sri Lanka

Afghanistan, Bhutan and Bangladesh,
elections this year and the next could
pose challenges for India.
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Problems- STuDy “\\)
N

2015 India-Nepal border blockade . |K

*5ri Lanka, Bangladesh, the Maldives and Pakistan, China
holds strateglc real estate, which could also be fort1f1ed
militarily in the future. e &

»Myanmar and Bangladesh
»Afghanistan and Pakistan’s

* Use hard power tactics: boomerang effect X @%&%‘“

» surgical strikes: greater number of ceasefire violations and cross-
border infiltration

 Blockading Nepal didn’t help.
* Male visit cancellation



Time for reversal- STUDY “‘)
e

*India’s most potent tool is its soft power.

* |ts successes in Bhutan and Afghanistan, for example, have much
more to do with its development assistance than its defence
assistance.

* Budget allocations for South Asia have seen an increase
* Bhutan’s Chhukha project
* Three-pronged approach

* SAARC to learn from the success of ASEAN



The guilty men of Partition-

The guilty men of Partition

Partition was not just a British ploy to
which Indian leaders succumbed

MOHAMMED AYODOH

7 It is commonly recognised that by
L. 1946, leaders of the Muslim League
“F were enamoured of the idea of Pakis-
tan without thinking through its nega-
= five Consequences for the Muskims in
— the minority provinces, This was ironic
bath tecause the Muslim League was founded primarily w
protect the interests of Indian Muslims where they were the
most vulnerable and because many leading figures in the
League, including Mohammed Ali Jinnah himself, came
from Muslim minority provinces.

It is less widely understood that Partition also suited the
Hindu nationalists in the Congress. Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
falls in this category as evidenced by the Bharativa Janata
Party’s appropriation of his legacy. Hindu nationalists were
concerned that the national persona of independent India
would not be anchored in Hindu identity since Muslims
would form more than a quarter of the population. Muslims
would also be ina majority in half a dozen provinces, includ-
ing the two large provinces of Bengal and Punjab.

The unequivocally secular Nehru eventually came to ac-
cept Partition for wvery different reasons. He realised that
neither a strong state nor a planned economy, both dear to
his heart, would be possible as long as the Muslim League
was in conirol of Muslim majority provinces, an outcome in-
dicated by the 194& provincial elections. Nehru reluctantly
concluded that it was better to hive off these provinces to
prevent India remaining a weak state.

Initially, Jinnah wanted to use Pakistan as a bargaining
counter to force the Congress to give the Indian Muslims a
better deal in terms of political representation at the Centre
and in the provinces. However, his two-nation theory, des-
pite its non-congruence with India'’s historical record, took
on a life of its owmn, trapping him in his rhetoric.

Jinnah was hoisted with his own petard when the Con-
gress leadership concluded that Partition was not such a bad
option after all. It was no coincidence that Nehru torpedoed
the Cabinet Mission Plan, Britain's last effort to preserve a
united but loosely federated India. Jinnah had to accept
what he called “a mutilated and moth-eaten Pakistan” with
the two largest Muslim majority provinces — Bengal and
Punjab — divided at the insistence of the Congress on the ba-
sis of Muslim and non-Muslim majority districts.

The division of these two provinces on the basis of reli-
gious majorites is the conchusive evidence that, despite Ma-
hatma Gandhi's opposition, and that of Maulana Azad and
Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan, the Congress Working Commit-
tee preferred Partition on communal lines to a united India.
This was clear proof that despite its proclamations to the
contrary the Congress accepted Jinnah's two-nation theory.

The responsibility for Partition is more widaly shared
than is commonly recognised. [t was not, as some assert,
just a British ploy to which Indian leaders succumbed.

THE HIMDU ARCHIVES

Mohammed Aypoob is University Distinguished Professor Emeritus af
International Relatiorns, Michigan State Uniersity, and Senior Fellosw,
Cemter for Clobal Pobicy, Washimpion, [

Reason for partition. Why Nehru accepted it?

* The unequivocally secular Nehru eventually came
to accept Partition for very different reasons.

* Muslim League was in control of Muslim
majority provinces

* Hive off these provinces to prevent India
remaining a weak state.

» Jinnah wanted to use Pakistan as a bargaining
counter
* hoisted with his own petard

* Cabinet Mission Plan, Britain’s last effort to
preserve a united but loosely federated India.



S'Y Quraishi former Chief Election Commissioner (2010 to 2012)-

I'HE WEDNESDAY INTERVIEW

S.Y. QURAISHI

‘It is time to have a debate on proportional representation’

The former Chief Election Commissioner on the problem with electoral bonds. the unnecessary controversy over EVMs, and electoral reforms
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* Budget speech, he said without transparency in political
funding, free and fair elections are not possible.

* Donors want anonymity
* Solution lies in having a National Electoral Fund

* Simultaneous Elections:

* |f you are always in election mode, you are always in
corruption mode.

« Communalism and casteism are at a peak during elections.
* Mixed system — half PR and half FPTP.

* The problem lies in the process of appointment of
Election Commissioners.
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Populist wave- gmmj
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Sri Lanka declares state of emergency amid violence-

*Sri Lanka on Tuesday declared an island-wide state of
emergency to curb growing anti-Muslim violence in the
Central Province.

* “The emergency allows us to deploy the army in case of
any violent clashes. There were concerns that the police
were mishandling the situation over the last few days
and we want to make sure the situation does not
escalate.”

* The emergency will lapse in two weeks unless Parliament
votes to extend it, legal experts said.



31 people were killed-

Killer wheels

On an average, 12,801 people died in India every year in road

accidents involving buses and trucks between 2006 and 2016
e Deaths
Fatal accidents
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N. Korea ready for talks with U.S.- sTn¥ *jl

* Pyongyang is also ready to denuclearise the peninsula

*North Korea is willing to hold talks with the United
States on denuclearisation and will suspend nuclear tests
while those talks are under way, the South said on
Tuesday after a delegation returned from the North
where it met leader Kim Jong-un.



E_N
Banks face $3 bn write-off from PNB scam - sT¥ “‘)I

*The Rs 12,700 crore Letters of Undertaking (LoU) fraud
at the Punjab National Bank (PNB) could punch a bigger
hole in India’s banking system as the closure of Nirav
Modi and Mehul Choksi’s jewellery businesses is likely to
result in another Rs 8,000 crore of loans extended to

them by banks turning into non-performing assets
(NPAs).



Opposition protests paralyse Parliament - sT¥ ”jl

* Opposition parties stalled business in both Houses of
Parliament on Tuesday, ensuring that the second day of
the second half of the budget session was also a
washout.

 Parliamentary Affairs Minister Ananth Kumar said the
Government was ready for a discussion on the alleged
financial irregularities in the banking sector and Finance
Minister Arun Jaitley would reply to the debate.



CJI-led Bench to resolve conflict over judgments- sTn¥ ‘*)I

* Amid a conflict over “judicial discipline” within the
Supreme Court in connection with certain land
acquisition cases, a five-judge Bench, led by Chief
Justice of India Dipak Misra, on Tuesday decided to
resolve the conflict which once again threatened to lay
bare the simmering tensions within the highest judiciary.

* Thus, contradictory verdicts on an identical subject of
law dealing with compensation payable for land acquired
largely from farmers by two different but numerically
same Supreme Court Benches became a source of
confusion among litigants and lawyers.
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Highway Helpline
by
Nitin Gadkari

Union Minister for Road Transport & Highways, Shipping
and Water Resources, River Development & Ganga Rejuvenation

In the august presence of

Mansukh L. Mandaviya
Minister of State for Road Transport &
Highways and Shipping and Chemicals & Fertilizers, Govt. of India

On 7" March, 2018 at 12.00 Noon at Transport Bhawan, New Delhi

Ministry of Road ‘ | g
- BHARATMALA Nati: | Highways Authority of India
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‘ONGC Videsh, Iran’s IDRO Oil sign accord’ -

* ONGC Videsh, the overseas arm of government-owned
ONGC, has signed a cooperation agreement with lran’s
IDRO Qil to jointly bid for a $900 million development
plan of Susangerd oilfield in southwest Iran

* The Susangerd field, discovered in 2009, is estimated to
hold more than 5 billion barrels of in-place reserves.



First U.S. LNG shipment to reach India from Louisiana facility this month - oy |() )

* India will receive its first LNG import from the U.S. latgf
this month.

* The sale purchase agreement was signed in December
2011 and the cargo is expected to discharge LNG at the
Dabhol terminal of GAIL on or around March 28.

* Under the terms of the agreement, GAIL would purchase
approximately 3.5 million tonnes of LNG per year from
Cheniere’s Sabine Pass.



Answers-

1. Who is the guardian of Fundamental rights?
A. Supreme Court
B. Parliament
C. Constitution
D. President

2. Uniform Civil Code mentioned in the Directive Priniciples
of State Policy ensure

A. Economic equality

B. National security

C. National integration

D. Support of weaker sections of society
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Questions-

1. Discuss power of Lokpal in India?

2. What is the main issue with Lokpal appointment. How can
we solve it?
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Do you know?
Nalanda = Na+alam+Daa, meaning “ no stopping of the gift of knowledge”

So do gift share this lecture with your loved ones.




